
Double-Digit Growth
11.43% GSDP Growth rate
in 2021-22, the highest in the
country as per the numbers
released so far

Robust Maritime
Infrastructure

Conducive Business
Environment
Industry Centric Policies,
with a proactive Government
steering the State.
3 out of 11 industrial corridors
in the country are coming up
in Andhra Pradesh alone

Awards & Accolades
• LEADS (Logistics) Award, 2022
• Enertia Award, 2022 (Energy)
• ET Award in Port Led
Infrastructure Projects, 2022

Abundant Resources
 Land Bank of 48,000 acres
 Treasure house for 48 Minerals
 Abundant Water
 Uninterrupted Power
 Skilled Work Force
 6 Airports
 10 Sea Ports (including 4 upcoming)

974 km of Coastline which is 2nd
longest in the country with 6 Existing
Ports & 4 Upcoming Ports. India’s
Gateway to South-East Asia

Ranked No.1 in EoDB
No.1 rank in Ease of Doing
Business consecutively for the
last 3 years, particularly
significant since this survey is
based on stakeholders’ feedback

Sri.Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
Hon'ble Chief Minister

Government of Andhra Pradesh

www.advantageap.in

March 3rd - 4th

Global
Investors
Summit 2023
Andhra University Grounds,
Visakhapatnam

ADVANTAGE
ANDHRA
PRADESH
WHERE BUNDANCEA
MEETS ROSPERITYP

Aerospace
& Defence

Agri & Food
Processing

Automobile &
Electric Vehicles

Electronics
& IT

Healthcare &
Medical Equipment

Industrial & Logistics
Infrastructure

MSME and Startups
& Innovation

Petroleum &
Petrochemicals

Pharmaceuticals
& Life Sciences

Renewable
Energy

Skill Development
& Education

Textiles &
Apparel

Tourism &
Hospitality

Sri. Gudivada Amarnath, Hon’ble Minister for Industries, Infrastructure, Investment, Commerce & Information Technology..

 25 Countries
 46 Diplomats
 30 Global Business Leaders
 Over 14,000 Delegates
 Signing of MOU's
 15 Focus Sector Sessions

 4 Country Sessions
 1 Special Session
 Business to Business Facilitation (B2B)
 Business to Government Facilitation (B2G)
 AP Pavilion showcasing the strength of the State
 Exhibition with 130 Stalls
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OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CAPITAL DIVISION NO. 2,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-5, ARERA COLONY, BHOPAL, Phone- 0755-2465467
No. 11/SAC/C-2/2022-23 Bhopal, Dated : 23.02.2023

Online Tenders are invited from registered contractors under centralized registration
system in MP PWD for the following works. Details of the work and NIT is available on the
website http://mptenders.gov.in
S.
N
o.

NIT No. &
Date

System
Tender
No.

Name of Work Probable Amount
of Contract

Amount of
Earnest
Money

Cost of
Tender
Docu-
ment

Office in which
Documents are
to be submitted
Physically

1 70/SAC
dt.

27.02.2023

2023_
CPA_

256119_1

BT Renewal of
Master plan road
from DRM to MGM
School Ch. 1000 M to
5500 M.

Rs. 385.31 Lakhs
(Rs. Three Crores

eighty five
lakhs thirty one

thousand)

Rs.
3,85,310/-

Rs.
15,000/-

Online
submission

Only

2 71/SAC
dt.

27.02.2023

2023_
CPA_

256120_1

BT Renewal of
Master plan road
from Hoshangabad
road (AshimaMall) to
Sant Asharam Nagar.

Rs. 109.24 Lakhs
(Rs. One Crore

nine lakhs twenty
four thousand)

Rs.
1,09,240/-

Rs.
12,500/-

Online
submission

Only

Tender form (documents) can be downloaded after online payment of the cost of the form
from the above website. The last date of purchase, down load and online submission of tender
form shall be 15.03.2023 up to 05:30 PM. Detailed NIT and other details are available on the
website.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
CAPITAL DIVISION NO.2,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
E-5, ARERA COLONY, BHOPAL, PH.: 0755-2465467

G-23800/22

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Qb§FÊM³FF ÀFZ SJ³Fe QcSe W` °Fû WZ»F¸FZM ÀF¶FÀFZ þø Se W`

I F¹FFÊ»F¹F ³F¦FS´FFd»FI F ´FdS¿FQ, ³Fe¸F¨F, dªF»FF ³Fe¸F¨F (¸F.´Fi.)
Ii . 150/BÊ-MZ¯O./01/»FûI d³F¸FFÊ¯F/2023 ³Fe¸F¨F, dQ³FFaI 02/03/2023

AFG³F»FFBÊ³F (Online) d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF
E°FQÐ õFSF »Fû.d³F.d½F. ¸FZÔ IZ ³ýie¹FIÈ °F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FF»Fe IZ Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈ °F NZIZ QFSûÔ/R ¸FÊ ÀFZ ¸F.´Fi. ³F¦FSe¹F ´FiVFFÀF³F E½Fa

d½FI FÀF d½F·FF¦F I e QS A³FbÀFc¨Fe dQ³FFaI 02.08.2021 ´FS I ¸F/Ad²FI /¶FSF¶FS ´Fid°FVF°F QS ´FS d³F¸³Fd»Fd£F°F I F¹FÊ WZ°Fb (BÊ-MZ¯OdSa¦F)
AFG³F »FFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F I e ªFF°Fe W` -
Ii . MZ¯OS

Ii ¸FFaI
I F¹FÊ I F ³FF¸F AF¸FaÂF¯F

I F Ii ¸F
A³Fb¸FFd³F°F

»FF¦F°F
A¸FF³F°F

SFdVF
d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF

I F ¸Fc»¹F
1. 2023_

UAD_
257172

(I F¹FFÊI »´F Ad·F¹FF³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F) 1. VFaI S AFBÊ»F d¸F»F ÀFZ dÀFðe d½F³FF¹FI
I FG»Fû³Fe °FI , 2. ¨FüI ³³FF ¶FF»FFªFe ÀFZ Sm»½FZ R FMI °FI , 3. ¸FWc SûO ÀFZ
dÀFd½F»F WFGdÀ´FM»F ÀF¶ªFe °FI ¸FªF¶Fc°FeI S¯F (¨FüOÞeI S¯F) I F¹FÊÜ

´Fi±F¸F 24593759/-
+ GST

123000/- 15000/-

1. B¨LbI NZIZ QFS d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF website http://mptenders.gov.in ´FS QZ£F ÀFI °FZ W`ÔÜ
2. AFG³F»FFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF IZ ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ d³F²FFÊdS°F dQ³FFaI ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊM ¸FZÔ AadI °F (key Dates) A³FbÀFFS SWZ¦FeÜ
3. C´FSû¢°F I F¹FûË WZ°Fb MZ¯OS Ii ¹F E½Fa MZ¯OS ÀF¶Fd¸FVF³F (A´F»FûO) I S I e Aad°F¸F dQ³FFaI 16.03.2023 (ÀFF¹Fa 5.30) °FI SWZ¦FeÜ
4. ¹FdQ d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ dI ÀFe ´FiI FS I F ÀFaVFû²F³F Wû°FF W` °Fû ½FW ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊM ´FS We ´FiQdVFÊ°F Wû¦FF, dªFÀFI F A»F¦F ÀFZ ÀF¸FF¨FFS ´FÂFûÔ ¸FZÔ ´FiI FVF³F ³FWeÔ

I SF¹FF ªFF½FZ¦FFÜ
5. A³¹F AF½FV¹FI ªFF³FI FSe I F¹FFÊ»F¹Fe³F I F¹FÊdQ½FÀF E½Fa ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ d³FI F¹F I e »FûI d³F¸FFÊ¯F VFF£FF ÀFZ ´FiF´°F I e ªFF ÀFI °Fe W`Ü
6. NZIZ QFS A´F³Fe QS ´FiÀ°Fb°F I S³FZ IZ ´Fc½FÊ d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF IZ ÀFZ¢VF³F-3 Ia OeVF³F AFGR I F³MÑZ¢M I F ²¹FF³F´Fc½FÊI A½F»FûI ³F I S We QSmÔ ´FiÀ°Fb°F

I SmÔÜ ¸Fb£¹F ³F¦FS´FFd»FI F Ad²FI FSe
³F¦FS´FFd»FI F ´FdS¿FQ, ³Fe¸F¨F

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, "e"-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com
Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 41 / 2022-23
1. The Chief Engineer (World Bank Project), Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate
bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for construction of Road & Bridge work
as detailed below
2. Nature of work : ROB work
3. No. of work : 01 no.
4. Tender cost : Rs.10,000.00 (on-line)
5. Class of Contractor : Special / Super Class Contractor
6. Available of bid document in the website : From 10.00 AM of 04.03.2023 to 5.00 PM of 20.03.2023
7. Pre - Bid meeting : Dt.10.03.2023
8. Date of opening of Bid : Dt.21.03.2023 at 11.30 AM
9. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the website :
https://tenderodisha.gov.in . Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

Chief Engineer
World Bank Project, Odisha

OIPR - 34003/11/0078/2223

B-1315

NIT No. PSCSMFL/RC/AP Tablets/2023-24 Dt. 03.03.2023
On behalf of State Procurement Agencies, Managing Director, Markfed invites
e-Tender in the prescribed form available on https://eproc.punjab.gov.in for the
purchase of Aluminium Phosphide 56% Tablets on Rate Contract basis. The last
date for submission of online e-Tender is 24.03.2023 till 11.00 am, which will
be opened on the same day at 02.30 pm at Markfed House, Plot No. 4, Sector
35-B, Chandigarh. The cost of tender form and earnest money shall be deposited
through online mode only. The detailed terms and conditions can also be seen on
Markfed’s website www.markfedpunjab.com.
Corrigendum/Addendum if any will be posted on e-Portal and Markfed’s website
only.

Managing Director
Markfed

Office of the Project Director
Project Implementation Unit

JICA Assisted Guwahati Water Supply Project
Tripti Tower, 1st Floor, Ganeshguri,
Guwahati-781005,Assam, India.

www.gmdwsb.assam.gov.in
Notice Inviting Bids

Ref: PIU/JICA/GHTY/01/2023/35
JICA Loan No. and Title: ID P-201 Guwahati Water Supply Project.
Government of India has received loan from the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
towards the cost of Guwahati Water Supply Project and it intends to apply part of the proceeds
towards the payments under the contract for the contract packages 4A, 4B & 4C.
Project Director, JICAAssisted Guwahati Water Supply Project, Guwahati invites online Bids for
the works as detailed below:

SI PackageNo Description of Work Completion
Timeline

Tender
Processing

Fee
EMD

1 4A

Transmission Main
works [Supply, Laying,
Jointing & Hydrotesting
and Ancillary works] for
Contract Package No.

4A�.

12 months

The detailed bidding document and subsequent amendments if any will be available at official
website of Guwahati Metropolitan Drinking Water and Sewerage Board
(www.https://gmdwsb.assam.gov.in) and www.assamtenders.gov.in from 03.03.2023. The bids
will be received through the e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in Only.

Sd/-
Project Director,

JICAAssisted Guwahati Water Supply Project
Janasanyog /CF/4660/22 Guwahati- 781005.

Last date
of Bid

Submission

INR
20,000.00

INR
11,00,000.00

18.03.2023
15:00 Hrs

World Bank financed
Assam Agribusiness & Rural Transformation Project (APART)

Assam Rural Infrastructure and Agricultural Services (ARIAS) Society
(An Autonomous Body of the Government of Assam)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
For Hiring of Consulting Services for �Revival of Assam State Agricultural

Marketing Board under APART�
RFPNo. ARIAS-13012/1/2023-APART-ARIAS
The Government of Assam (GoA) through the Government of India has received a
loan from the World Bank (WB) for implementation of the APART. TheARIAS Society
now intends to apply a portion of the loan for Hiring of Consulting Services for
�Revival of Assam State Agricultural Marketing Board under APART. Further
details may be seen in the detailed RFP for the assignment at the URL -
http://www.arias.in/procurements.html.

Sd/-
Janasanyog /CF/4630/22 State Project Director, ARIAS Society

National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)
(An Autonomous Institution Under Department of School

Education & Literacy, MoE, Govt. of India)
A-24/25, Sector-62, NOIDA-201309 (U.P)

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tenders are invited in the prescribed tender form from registered ISO Certified
Bidders having work experience in various Boards of Education/Universities for
empanelment of computer data processing agencies for post examination (result)
processing and collation works for the NIOS examinations. The details of open Tender
floated on Central Public Procurement Portal (CPPP) at https://eprocure.gov.in/
eprove/app and also uploaded in NIOS portal (www.nios.ac.in). The interested Bidder
may download the Tender document and submit alongwith the Tender Processing fee
of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One Thousand Only) in the form of Bank Draft in favour of
Secretary, NIOS Payable at NOIDA. The following are the CRITICAL DATES for Tender
Process.
Bid Documents Published Date and Time 16.02.2023 03.00 PM
Bid Document Download Date and Time 16.02.2023 04.30 PM
Clarification Start Date and Time 18.02.2023 10.00 AM
Clarification Closing Date and Time 20.02.2023 02.00 PM
Bid Submission Start Date and Time 20.02.2023 04.00 PM
Bid Submission End Date and Time 13.03.2023 03.00 PM
Technical Bid Opening Date and Time 13.03.2023 04.00 PM

Director (Evaluation)I/c

This PDF was  uploade To Teligram channel_ LBS Newspaper platform (https://t.me/LBSNEWSPAPER) @LBSNEWSPAPER



Supreme Court judge AM Sapre
will head the panel, which will
inquire into aspects of the con-
troversy surrounding a massive
slide in Adani Group’s stock pri-

Foreign minister S Jaishankar welcomes his Chinese counterpart Qin Gang at the G20 meeting.      PTI

NEW DELHI: US secretary of state
Antony Blinken and Russian for-
eign minister Sergey Lavrov had
a brief interaction for the first
time since the start of the
Ukraine war, US and Russian
officials said on Thursday. 

US officials said Blinken and
Lavrov chatted for roughly 10
minutes. Blinken told reporters
after talks that he urged Lavrov
to “end this war of aggression,
engage in meaningful diplomacy
that can produce a just and last-
ing peace”. →P12

BLINKEN, LAVROV 
INTERACT FOR THE 
FIRST TIME SINCE 
UKRAINE CONFLICT

Rezaul H Laskar 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Against the back-
drop of the nearly three-year mil-
itary standoff on the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC), external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar told
his Chinese counterpart Qin 
Gang on Thursday that ties 
between the two countries are 
“abnormal” and the two sides 
have to address “real problems”.

This was Jaishankar’s first
meeting with Qin, a close aide of

President Xi Jinping, since he 
was appointed foreign minister 
last year. The two met on the 
margins of the G20 foreign min-
isters meeting, and Jaishankar 
made it clear that the fallout of 
the border tensions on bilateral 
relations dominated their talks. 

“We spent about 45 minutes
talking to each other and the bulk
of our conversation, understand-
ably, was about the current state
of our relationship, which many
of you have heard me describe as
abnormal,” he said. →P12

EAM to Qin: Have to 
tackle ‘real problems’

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi urged the G20 for-
eign ministers to set aside their
divisions and focus on the eco-
nomic and other challenges fac-
ing developing countries as they
gathered for a meeting on Thurs-
day under the shadow of ten-
sions over the Ukraine conflict. 

In a video message played

before the ministers began their
deliberations, Modi said that
multilateral institutions had
failed to meet the world’s most
pressing challenges and that
there was “need for unity of
purpose and unity of
action”. 

“We must all acknowl-
edge that multilateralism
is in crisis today,” he said.

He pointed to the theme
of India’s G20 presi-

dency — One Earth, One Family,
One Future — and said the meet-
ing should reflect the spirit of
coming together to achieve com-
mon objectives instead of being

overcome by “deep global
divisions”. 

The meet, however, was
unable to agree on a joint
communique. The meet-

ing ended with a chair’s
summary issued by

India. →P12

Multilateralism going through a 
crisis, need unity of purpose: PM

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The G20 foreign
ministers on Thursday failed to
agree on a joint communique
due to differences on the text to
describe the Ukraine war despite
a strong push by host India to
bridge the divisions that have
affected the grouping of the
world’s biggest economies. 

In a video message at the start
of deliberations by the foreign
ministers, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi made no direct ref-
erence to the war in Ukraine but
acknowledged that the meeting
was being held at a “time of deep
global divisions”. He urged the
ministers to focus on “on what
unites us” and to come together
for the sake of developing coun-
tries not represented at the meet.

After two sessions that were
dominated by the Ukraine crisis
and that saw Western leaders
denouncing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and its fallout on the
global economy, the meeting
ended without consensus on a
joint declaration. 

The meeting was summed up
in a chair’s summary issued by

India, which
noted that two
paras con-
demning the
war and calling
for upholding
international
law and peace-
ful resolution of
conflicts “were
agreed to by all
member coun-
tries except

Russia and China”. 
Addressing a media briefing

after the meeting, external
affairs minister S Jaishankar
sought to highlight how the G20
foreign ministers were able to
reach consensus on crucial
issues such as the need to
strengthen multilateralism,
mobilising additional financing
for the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), reliable food and
fertiliser supply chains, and
counterterrorism. He also
pointed out that the G20 foreign
ministers had for the first time
discussed counter-narcotics and
sought strong international
cooperation to tackle this issue.

“Despite the challenges of the
divergent positions on the con-
flict in Ukraine, the G20 foreign
ministers were able to come to a
consensus on addressing these
key challenges that I have just
mentioned. As the Prime Minister

continued on →13

Divisions on Ukraine amid 
blame game of East vs West

India 
Leads 
G20

Pawan Dixit

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: A special court in
Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras on
Thursday sentenced a 20-year-
old man to life imprisonment
but acquitted the three other
accused men of all charges,
marking yet another twist in the
sensational gangrape-and-mur-
der of a Dalit woman that
shocked the nation in 2020.

Special judge Trilok Pal Singh

sentenced Sandeep Sisodia, the
main accused in the case, for cul-
pable homicide not amounting
to murder and under the Sched-
uled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act. It also imposed a fine of
₹50,000 on him. But the court
acquitted him of murder and
rape charges. It also cleared the
other three men — Lovekush,
Ravi and Ram Kumar — of all
charges.

“As the victim was interacting

even after eight days of the inci-
dent, it cannot be stated that the
accused wanted to kill her… the
evidence doesn’t prove that she
was raped,” said judge Singh in a
167-page order.

Family members of the Dalit
victim said they will move the
high court. “We have decided to
challenge trial court’s order in
Allahabad high court, seeking
stay on the order, and conviction
for all four,” said the victim’s
brother. →P11

{ ONE GETS LIFE TERM }  FOR CULPABLE HOMICIDE

3 of 4 accused acquitted in 
Hathras rape-murder case

ces after US firm Hindenburg
Research’s report alleging fraud
and stock manipulation by the
Gautam Adani-led group, which
has denied these charges. →P18

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: A 37-year-old Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) official and his 32-year-
old wife died by suicide in south
Delhi’s Andrews Ganj, police
said on Thursday, adding that
the woman poisoned herself
hours after returning from the
hospital she took her husband to
in an attempt to save him.

According to police, the two
married in November 2022.  

Police said the first suicide, of
the man, was discovered around
9pm on Wednesday when the
woman returned home and
found him unconscious. She
rushed him to Safdarjung hospi-
tal, said officers, adding that he
was declared dead on arrival.

According to police, the
woman told some relatives and a
friend about her husband’s
death while returning home.
Later, at 2.49am on Thursday,
the friend informed the police
control room that the woman
was not responding to phone
calls, officers said.

While no suicide note was
recovered from the house, police
said the couple’s neighbours
informed them that the two were
often heard fighting. →P10

MAN DIES BY 
SUICIDE, WIFE 
DOES THE SAME 
HOURS LATER

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
(SC) on Thursday set up a six-
member expert committee, to be
headed by a former judge of the
top court, to investigate allega-
tions of regulatory failure and
breach of laws in the Adani-Hin-
denburg episode, including
those about the conglomerate,
and to suggest measures for bol-
stering the statutory and super-
visory regime. It also told market
regulator Sebi to conclude its
ongoing probe into the matter  in
two months and file a report.

A bench, headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, said retired

SC sets up panel of experts 
to probe Adani crash issue

Investigate 
allegations of 

regulatory failure 
and breach of laws 
in the case

6-member probe panel formed6-member probe panel formed

Measures for 
bolstering the 

statutory and 
supervisory regime 

1

2

... will head the panel, which will also include 
OP Bhatt (former SBI chairman), justice JP 
Devdhar (ex-high court judge), KV Kamath 
(veteran banker), Nandan Nilekani (Infosys 
co-founder), and senior advocate Somasekhar 
Sundaresan, an expert in securities law 

JUSTICE A.M. SAPRE...

The panel will… 

THE MAN JOINED 
DGCA AFTER 
QUITTING IAF LAST 
YEAR, WHILE THE 
WOMAN WAS A 
HOMEMAKER

NEW DELHI/METRO
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      State Elections ’23

After intensive campaigning in Meghalaya, Tripura and Nagaland, the cycle 
for the first set of assembly elections for 2023 ended with the results on 
Thursday. The incumbents came back to power in all three states, and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s year got off to a good start. Here’s a look at all the 
big numbers and major takeaways from the three states.        By Abhishek Jha

RESULTS, TAKEAWAYS

NAGALAND

2023 
RESULTS

VOTE SHARE

51.0%  BJP+ 7.1% NPF 41.9% OTHERS

HOW NPF’S LOSS BECAME 
NDPP’S GAIN

2018 RESULTS

TOTAL 
SEATS60

BJP+

37
(+8)

NPF

2
(-25)

OTHERS

21
(17)

TRIPURA

2018 
RESULTS

TOTAL 
SEATS60

BJP+

33
(-11)

CPM+

14
(-2)

TMP

13
(+13)

MEGHALAYA

BJP

2 (0)

CONG

5 (-16)

VOTE 
SHARE

9.3%  

BJP

13.1%  

CONG

31.5%  

NPP

NO ELECTION

46.1%  

OTHERS

CONGRESS GAINS 
SOME GROUND AFTER 
LOSING LOTS OF IT 

Who took Congress’s 21 seats

How ACs swung in the state

24

9

13

7

7

BJP-IPFT retained

BJP-IPFT gained from Left

BJP-IPFT lost to TIPRA Motha

BJP-IPFT lost to Left-Cong alliance

Left-Congress retained

Congress was the single largest party with 21 MLAs 
when the 2018 Meghalaya assembly election results 
were declared. However, not only could it not form 
the government, it also suffered a massive 
defection when majority of its MLAs switched to 
the Trinamool Congress with Mukul Sangma. A 
comparison of the 2018 and 2023 results shows that 
the Congress has not been able to retain any of the 
21 ACs it had won in 2018. Four of these 21 ACs have 
been won by the Trinamool Congress while the 
ruling NPP has won 10 of these ACs.

However, the Congress has managed to win 
five ACs where it did not win in 2018. 

The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) formed 
the government in Nagaland in 2018 because it managed to 
stitch an alliance, whereas the single largest party, the Naga 
Peoples Front (NPF), could not. The NDPP has however become 
the single largest party in 2023, although it doesn’t have a 
majority of its own. A comparison with the 2018 result shows 
that it has increased its seat share mostly by winning seats 
won by the NPF in 2018. 13 of NDPP’s 25 assembly constituency 
(ACs) were won by NPF in 2018. This flow of seats from the 
NPF to NDPP is to be expected. The NDPP was formed on the 
eve of the 2018 election by the man who formed the NPF in 
2003 and the current chief minister: Neiphiu Rio. Since 2018, 
more NPF members had also defected to the NDPP.  

HOW A NEW PARTY PLAYED 
SPOILSPORT FOR BJP 
BJP’s victory would have been bigger had the TIPRA Motha 
Party (TMP) not entered the fray. A comparison of seats 
won by different alliances in 2018 and 2023 shows this clearly.

The BJP-IPFT alliance won 43 ACs in 2013, and has retained 24 
of these. The alliance has emerged victorious in another 9 ACs 
which were won by the left parties the last time. While the 
Left-Congress alliance has managed to win 7 ACs which were 
won by the BJP-IPFT in 2018, the major reason for the BJP-IPFT 
numbers decreasing this time is the TMP. All of the 13 ACs won 
by the TMP were held by BJP-IPFT in the last elections. To be 
sure, the IPFT has borne the brunt of this.

NPP

TMC

UDP

VPP

IND.

TOTAL 
SEATS

60
NPP

26 (+6)

OTHERS

26 (+9)

2023 RESULTS

2018 RESULTS

2023 
RESULT

VOTE SHARE

40.2%

BJP+

36%

CPM+

19.7%

TMP

4.1%

OTHERS

 44 BJP+

 16 CPM+

10

4

4

2

1

 2 BJP+

 21 CONG

 20 NPP

 17 Others

 29 BJP+

 27 NPF

 4 Others

Where did NDPP's 25 ACs come from

1

1

1
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
order on appointments of Chief
Election Commissioner and elec-
tion commissioners by a panel
comprising the Prime Minister,
the Leader of Opposition, and
the Chief Justice of India, was
welcomed by opposition parties
and former chief election com-
missioners.

While the Congress termed
the verdict historic, West Bengal
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
said it is a victory for democracy.

“Supreme Court’s landmark

order is a democratic victory! We
welcome the decision… Will of
the people prevails over the ill-
fated attempts of the oppressive
forces!” the TMC supremo said.

The CPI(M) said it is a step to
ensure the poll body’s independ-
ence, while the AAP said the
decision will help strengthen
democracy.

There was no response on the
development from the ruling
BJP. 

Former chief election com-
missioners SY Quraishi, VS Sam-

path and Naveen Chawla also
welcomed the Supreme Court’s
decision.

“It’s a very welcome judg-
ment,” Quraishi said. “This
reform has been pending for
over two decades, with even the
law commission of India recom-
mending it.”

Concurring with him, Sam-
path said, “The selection by a
committee will always be better
than selection by a government
order. It is, indeed, a welcome
decision.”  →P13

‘Pending for decades’: Ex-CECs, 
Oppn parties welcome verdict

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Election commis-
sioners and the Chief Election
Commissioner will henceforth
be chosen by a panel comprising
the Prime Minister, the Leader of
the Opposition (LoP), and the
Chief Justice of India (CJI), till
Parliament passes a law on the
appointments, the Supreme
Court ruled on Thursday. 

The ruling, which makes the
process for selection of ECs and
CEC similar to that of the head of
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion, comes against the backdrop
of frequent complaints by oppo-
sition parties, alleging bias on
the part of the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI). 

Democracy facilitates a peace-
ful revolution at the hands of the
common man if elections are
held in a free and fair manner,
the Supreme Court asserted, as it
divested the central government
of the absolute power to appoint
the CEC and ECs.

In the absence of an LoP, the
leader of the single largest Oppo-
sition party in Parliament will be
included in the collegium to
appoint the CEC and ECs, clari-
fied the five-judge bench headed
by justice KM Joseph while
shooting down the Centre’s
argument that the court must
not intervene in the selection
mechanism. 

“The ballot is more potent
than the most powerful gun... An
unrelenting abuse of the elect-
oral process over a period of
time is the surest way to the
grave of the democracy... The
election commissioners includ-

continued on →17

In historic verdict, apex court 
rules panel will appoint CEC

What the Supreme Court said
Key highlights of what the apex court said in two separate, but concurring 
judgments that revamped the selection mechanism to appoint CEC and ECs.

“The ballot is more potent 
than the most powerful gun.” 

1

2

“The right to vote is not just 
a statutory right but a 
constitutional right.” 

5
“A party in power will have an 
insatiable quest to continue 
in the saddle.” 

6
“An EC that does not guarantee 
rule of law is against democracy.” 

“Complete independence of ECs 
is paramount to ensure purity 
of electoral processes.” 

73

“Democracy is 
inextricably 

linked to the power 
of the people. Power 
of the ballot is 
supreme, capable of 
unseating the most 
powerful parties.” 

4

“Parliament never intended 
the Executive to have absolute 
power to appoint CEC and ECs.” 

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
ruling to revamp the selection
mechanism for CEC and election
commissioners has opened a
new vista for the declaration of
the right to vote as a fundamen-
tal right. 

All the five judges on the
bench held the right to vote as a
constitutional right but four of
them stopped short of issuing a
judicial declaration in this
regard in deference to judicial
discipline and propriety. For, a
bench of equal strength had 16
years ago said that the right to
vote is not a fundamental right
but just a statutory right.

While justices KM Joseph,
Aniruddha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy
and CT Ravikumar cited the
2006 judgment to exercise
restraint against overruling a
judgment by a bench of coordi-
nate strength, justice Ajay Ras-
togi remained emphatic that it is
time for the Constitution bench
to declare that the right to vote is
a fundamental right. 

Nevertheless, the discussion
by the top court regarding the
nature and protection of the
right to vote offers an insight
into changing judicial norms
and rekindles a debate on
assigning this right an elevated
status to protect it from interfer-
ence in a casual manner. →P13

VOTING AS A 

FUNDAMENTAL 

RIGHT? RULING 

OPENS DOOR

Utpal Parashar and 
Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI/NEW DELHI:  The
three incumbent governments in
Tripura, Nagaland and Meghal-
aya returned to power in results
that bode well for the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s prospects in the
region in next year’s national
elections, ask questions of the
Congress’s ability to be the core
of an anti-BJP alliance, and point
to the limitations of the Trina-
mool Congress in extending its
sway beyond West Bengal. 

First, the results: the BJP won
32 seats in Tripura, crossing the
halfway mark on its own; in
Nagaland, the BJP and the
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party crossed the halfway
mark comfortably; and in
Meghalaya, Conrad Sangma’s
National People’s Party and its
allies looked set to form the gov-
ernment, with the NPP keen to
revive its relationship with the
BJP (as widely expected). In all,
the BJP won 46 seats across the
three states, compared to the 50
it did in 2018.

“The simple reason behind
the manner in which the BJP is
winning in the North-
East and garnering peo-
ple’s support, is  that the
work done by Prime
Minister Narendra  Modi
is reaching the public.
That’s the formula. If we
are winning elections, it means
we are winning people’s confi-
dence,” Union minister Kiren
Rijiju told  reporters  at the party

continued on →13

BJP, allies retain 
power after tough 
battle in N-E states

“triveni”, or a confluence of the
BJP’s good governance, work
ethic and a dedicated party
cadre, asserting that the results
bust the “propaganda against
BJP”. →P2

Smriti Kak Ramachandran 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday said

the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) victories in
the Nagaland, Tripura
and Meghalaya assem-
bly elections demon-
strate “that there is faith
in democracy”.

The BJP on Thursday retained
power in Tripura and Nagaland;
and firmed up talks with the NPP
to form government in Meghal-
aya. Modi attributed BJP’s win to

Results show a victory 
of democracy, says PM

People garland Meghalaya CM Conrad Sangma on Thursday. ANI

Narendra Modi 
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      State Elections 2023 BIG PICTURE

The lies will be shattered and
the BJP will continue to grow,”
he added.

Hitting out at the previous
governments, he said there was
a time when elections in the NE
just focussed on “bomb, bandh
and blockade”. 

“In Tripura even a party flag
could not be raised; those who
dared would be bloodied...
We’ve seen such a big change;
the BJP has changed the dasha
and disha of politics... Now the
NE is neither far from Delhi nor
from the hearts...This is the time

to create new history.”
“Today’s result shows that

there is faith in democracy and
people are hopeful. There is a
solution to every problem and
changes can be brought about.”

Highlighting the BJP’s
“secret” behind poll victories,
the PM said: “Today a lot of ana-
lysts are trying to understand
the BJP’s victories; some are
well-wishers who cannot digest
our wins... I want to tell them
the (BJP’s) secret is a triveni —
an amalgamation of three
streams- the work of the BJP

PM Narendra Modi flashes the victory sign as BJP chief JP Nadda 
and Union home minister Amit Shah look on, during an event to 
celebrate the party’s poll performance,  in New Delhi. PTI

marked its moment of consoli-
dation in 2023, where despite
significant local problems and
anti-incumbency, it managed to
retain its hold over these states.
This plan pivoted on:  a decision
to invest more political capital
than any previous national
administration in states with lit-
tle national electoral heft; the
presence and popularity of the
PM; ideological flexibility and
political pragmatism: and the
co-option of  leaders with strong
local following. In a region
whose relationship with the
party in power at the Centre has
often been transactional – for
historical reasons of financial,
developmental and infrastruc-

tural weaknesses – the party’s
rhetoric of a double-engine gov-
ernment resonated, as did its
push to maximise the reach of its
welfare schemes and pay atten-
tion to issues and fault lines that
previous incumbents (such as
the Left in Tripura) had ignored.

Still, even in the consolida-
tion, there were signs that
couldn’t be ignored. 

 In Tripura, the BJP was able
to use its tested strategy of
changing the chief minister to
offset some of the anti-incum-
bency, but a spirited show by a
new entrant, the TIPRA Motha
party, decimated its ally IPFT in
tribal-dominated seats (the coa-
lition had swept these 20 constit-

uencies in 2018). 
In Meghalaya, the BJP and the

National People’s Party broke
their coalition and the former
even campaigned on an anti-in-
cumbency plank, but chief min-
ister Conrad Sangma not only
managed to hold onto his areas
of influence but also expanded
his party’s base beyond the Khasi
hills to the Garo and Jaintia
regions (the two allies united
again after the results were
declared). 

And despite running an oppo-
sition-less government in Naga-
land, the victory of the NDPP-
BJP alliance was not as impress-
ive as predicted. 

But  it would be a mistake to

BJP supporters celebrate the party's victory in the Tripura assembly elections on Thursday. PTI

Abhishek Jha and 
Roshan Kishore

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The three north-
eastern states of Meghalaya,
Nagaland and Tripura have
re-elected their incumbent gov-
ernments in the results
announced on March 2. While
these three states only account
for five Lok Sabha seats
between them, are there any
macro political takeaways from
the latest results? Here are
three that stand out.

BJP has retained its 
dominance but its 
hopes of expansion 
will have to wait 
Of the three states which went
to polls, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and its allies were
in power in Tripura and Naga-
land. It is going to retain power
in these two states. In Meghal-
aya, although the National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) is a part of the
BJP’s broad-based grouping,
the North East Development
Alliance (NEDA), the BJP and
NPP fought the elections sepa-
rately. Only the NPP has gained
compared to its previous seat
tally in Meghalaya. What do
these elections mean for the
BJP then? A one-line answer to
this question is that it has
retained its presence in these
states but will have to wait to
expand its footprint further.
The BJP fought 116 assembly
constituencies (ACs) out of the
total 178 that went to polls in
these three states when elec-
tions were held in 2018. It won
49 ACs back then. It has won
46 ACs this time. To be sure,
the decline in BJP’s overall
strike rate in this round is
largely on account of Tripura.

The Congress continues 
to lose ground in N-E
When the Congress lost power
to the BJP in the 2014 general
elections, it had MLAs in 47 of
180 ACs in Meghalaya, Naga-
land and Tripura. This number
became 21 in the 2018 elections
and has fallen further to just
eight this time. To be sure, the

Congress was reconciled to its
shrinking footprint even before
the results as it contested fewer
ACs than it had in 2018 in these
three states combined. This is
largely because it entered into
an alliance with the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) or
CPI (M)-led Left Front in Tri-
pura, and contested 45 fewer
seats than in 2018. Similarly,
although the 23 ACs it has con-
tested in Nagaland is five more
than in 2018, this is less than
half of all the seats on offer. It
contested all 60 ACs from 1982
to 2008, and 56 ACs even in
2013. In Meghalaya, the Con-
gress contested all ACs but has
performed significantly worse
than last time.  (See Chart 2)

These results do not 
tell us anything about 
the efficacy of a united 
front tactics against 
the BJP 
For a variety of reasons which
are situated within the local
socio-cultural fault lines of the
north-eastern regions, political
contradictions are very differ-
ent compared to  the rest of the
country. This is bound to have
a bearing on political alliances
in these regions as well. With
just about a year to go for the
2024 general elections, many
opposition parties are trying to
evolve a united front  to take on
the BJP. Do these results tell us
anything about the efficacy of
such a tactic? The short answer
to this question is  no. 

The political alliance which
was closest to a mainstream
opposition coalition  against
the BJP was the Left-Congress
one  in Tripura. 

However, the election results
show that both the BJP and
Left-Congress alliance have lost
some of their support base to
the TIPRA Motha Party which
fought the elections on the
plank of championing the
issues of Scheduled Tribe (ST)
population,  which has a much
larger share in Tripura. It is
unlikely that a political start-up
such as  the TMP will be a fac-
tor in the national elections.
(See Chart 3)

Key takeaways, 
political impact 
of poll verdicts

Meghalaya Nagaland 

2013 2018 2023
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Tripura Meghalaya Nagaland Tripura
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MEGHALAYA

CONRAD SANGMA, 
NPP

Constituency: South Tura 

LAHKMEN RYMBUI, 
UDP

Constituency: Amlarem 

SANBOR SHULLAI, 
BJP

Constituency: S Shillong 

NEIPHIU RIO, 
NDPP

Constituency: N Angami II 

NAGALAND

TEMJEN IMNA ALONG, 
BJP

Constituency: Alongtaki 

TRIPURA

MANIK SAHA, BJP

Constituency:
Town Bardowali

SUDIP ROY BARMAN, 
Congress

Constituency: Agartala

JITENDRA 
CHAUDHURY, CPI (M)

Constituency: Sabroom 
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MMHONLUMO KIKON, 
BJP

Constituency: Bhandari 

VINCENT PALA, 
Congress

Constituency: S Saipung

JAMES SANGMA, 
NPP

Constituency: Dadenggre 

ERNEST MAWRIE, 
BJP

Constituency: W Shillong

Dhrubo Jyoti
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NEW DELHI: In January 1966, 
after decades of fighting for a 
separate territory for her Zelian-
grong people, Naga leader Rani 
Gaidinliu emerged from her jun-
gle hideout and surrendered to 
the government of India. Two 
weeks later she travelled to  state
capital Kohima and later that 
month, met prime minister Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, reiterating her
demand for a separate unit 
within the Union of India, break-
ing away from secessionist 
demands by a large chunk of the
Naga movement and underlining
her contribution to India’s free-
dom movement. Yet, her ambiva-
lence towards Christianity and 
her perceived closeness to New 
Delhi made her a controversial 
figure in her home state, and she
was largely relegated to obscurity
for the better part of 50 years.

Until 2015. That year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the birth centenary cele-
brations of the leader he called
Rani Maa, making public his
government’s push in the North-
East and building on the good-
will generated by his three-day
tour to the region in the winter
of 2014. The scholar Arkotong
Longkumer notes that this was
not a disjointed outreach, but a
calibrated strategy that thrust a
figure that had long endured in
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s (RSS) imagination of the
North-East into the political
limelight, attempting to spring-
board the Sangh’s grassroots
work into electoral heft in a
region where the BJP had little
footprint on the ground, and
even less ideological traction. 

In many ways, this episode
encapsulated the BJP’s game-
plan in the North-East, one that
first came to fruition in 2018 –
with a clear win over the formi-
dable Left in Tripura, the power-
grab in Manipur, and the forma-
tion of alliances in Meghalaya
and Nagaland. The same plan

read this mandate as anything
but an endorsement of the
remarkable political transforma-
tion in this diverse and dynamic
region, where, outside Assam,
the BJP didn’t even have a pres-
ence at the municipality level not
too long ago, and where it  now
controls five state governments.

This election was different
from 2018, in that the BJP was
fighting from an incumbent
position in all three states. To
cement its gains, therefore, it did
three things. 

One, it pivoted from an anti-
incumbency narrative in 2018 to
one focussed on welfare and
governance. This meant  maxi-
mising the welfare net and con-
stant connection of every benefi-
ciary with the PM – akin to its
labharathi strategy in Uttar Pra-
desh – but also constantly con-
trasting it with the approach of
previous governments that faced
genuine issues  of corruption,
lethargy and development paral-
ysis. It married this with a deci-
sion to drop the hardline
approach that sometimes char-
acterises its heartland campaign,
and display flexibility in not only
wooing lukewarm constituents
but also preventing counter-mo-
bilisation. It didn’t push polaris-
ing themes, and attempted to
stay away from engaging with
fiery issues until pushed. 

Two, it continued the pattern
of stitching up astute alliances
that began in 2018, courtesy
Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma. Once it was unthinkable
that a party obsessed with
national integration could join
hands with an outfit such as the
IPFT, but the BJP not only
retained most of its alliances but
also kept open  channels with
allies that appeared disgruntled,
such as the  NPP. This strategy
seems to have worked in
Meghalaya, where the NPP was
only too happy to ally with the
BJP (again), after the results
were announced. And three, it
didn’t shy away from investing
political capital. The PM’s

50-odd visits to the region since
taking charge, or the presence of
a Union minister every fortnight
meant that the spotlight was
kept on the North-East; the
party’s formidable muscle of
finance and data-based planning
also helped. 

At the broad level, the results
showed that local issues, smart
leaders and energetic campaigns
still mattered, no matter how
formidable an opponent.

For the BJP, the results bode
well for 2024. The party is now
the largest in the North-East and
will likely snag a large chunk of
the region’s 25 Lok Sabha seats
come 2024. But more impor-
tantly, its victories in areas dom-
inated by minorities – 88% of
Nagaland and 75% of Meghalaya
is Christian – and tribespeople
lend genuine credence to its
claim of being an inclusive, pan-
India party. This is not just cru-
cial as a political narrative but
also as the culmination of an ide-
ological project – after all, the
North-East was a key playground
of the Sangh, a place where it
built schools and shakas to prop-
agate its views on nationalism
and faith, and which occupied a
key position in its imagination of
Akhand Bharat. As is true in
some other provinces, electoral
success  came at the cost of some
ideological compromise. 

For the rest, they don’t.  The
results  showed that the Con-
gress has some more thinking to
do on its strategy of forging mul-
tiple alliances – after Bengal, the
Left tie-up failed in Tripura – and
this means it will likely face
problems in emerging as the
nucleus of an opposition forma-
tion. They also showed that new
players may emerge in a region
all the time (the TIPRA Motha in
Tripura, for instance) . But  even
with a cogent strategy and base,
it will take a lot for these players
to make a mark in national elec-
tions. 

The BJP has passed the first
test of 2023, and well. Tougher
challenges loom. 

BJP wins cement road to 2024

KEWEKHAPE THERIE, 
Congress

Constituency: Dimapur I

ASISH KUMAR SAHA, 
Congress

Constituency: Town Bardowali

RAJIB 
BHATTACHARJEE, BJP

Constituency: Banamalipur

JISHNU DEV VARMA, 
BJP

Constituency: Charilam 
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one in Khasi hills, and drew a
blank in Jaintia Hills. In Tripura,
the TMC secured nearly 20%
votes in the 2018 Agartala
municipal polls, fuelling hopes
that it could turn the assembly
polls into a three-cornered fight.

These elections were impor-
tant for the TMC to consolidate
on the gains it has made in West
Bengal, emerge as a potential
rival to the Congress in dominat-
ing the Opposition camp, and
take on the BJP in at least two-
three states. But the results
underlined that the TMC’s strat-
egy for expansion needs a thor-
ough relook. For, in these elec-
tions, the party tried to avoid the
mistakes it made in Goa and
worked on the ground for a con-
siderable period of time.

TMC MP Derek O’Brien, how-
ever, said: “It’s been only a year
since we started Meghalaya
TMC. A decent beginning by any
yardstick.”

Smriti Kak Ramachandran 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
attributed the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP’s) victories in Naga-
land, Tripura and Meghalaya
assembly elections to “triveni”,
or a confluence of the BJP’s
good governance, work ethic
and a dedicated party cadre,
asserting that the results bust
the “propaganda against BJP”.

The BJP on Thursday
retained power in Tripura and
Nagaland; and firmed up talks
with the NPP to form a govern-
ment in Meghalaya. 

“I have won hearts and that
for me is the biggest win,” the
PM told BJP workers during an
event to celebrate the party’s
performance in the elections.

“The results have shown that
the propaganda against the BJP
has been busted, some opposi-
tion parties and their ecosystem
tried to label us as a baniya,
middle class, urban party. They
said in tribal areas there is no
support, we have shattered this
illusion. Today the Dalit and the
marginalised are with us. We
saw this in Gujarat and now in
the North East too... in Goa the
propaganda about the BJP being
anti-minorities was shattered.

government, the work ethic of
the BJP government and the
sense of service of the BJP
cadre.”

“Earlier problems were
avoided as if they didn’t exist.
This model did not find solu-
tions but forced people to live in
difficulties. We have changed
that; we take difficult steps to
find solutions and make an hon-
est effort. We don’t see how dif-
ficult it will be (to find solu-
tions)...but how hard it will be
for the people,” he added.

In his nearly 30-minute
speech, the PM hailed the BJP’s
growing footprint across the
country. 

“At a time when some people
are dreaming of digging my
grave, the lotus (the BJP’s sym-
bol) is blooming.” “Yeh kattar
log kehte hain, mar jaye Modi,
desh keh raha hai mat ja Modi.
(These hardline people say
death to Modi, but the country
is saying don’t go Modi),” he
added.

The BJP, he said, has man-
aged to present a new model of
development. “The way we
work, there is no discrimina-
tion, we believe in the develop-
ment of all, and our inspiration
is ek bharat, shreshta bharat.
For us the country is first and
the countrymen come first.”

PM credits victory to BJP govts, cadre; 
slams ‘propaganda’ against the party

Saubhadra Chatterji 
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NEW DELHI:  With zero seats in
Tripura and just five in Meghal-
aya, the Trinamool Congress’s
plans to expand beyond West
Bengal suffered a setback ahead
of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.

In last year’s Goa polls, too,
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee’s party had
failed to open its account. 

While the party got less votes
(0.88%) than NOTA (1.36%) in 
Tripura, in Meghalaya it man-
aged 5 seats and 13.7% votes. But
after 12 of the 17 Congress MLAs
in Meghalaya, led by former chief
minister Mukul Sangma, 
switched over to the TMC in 
November 2021, its victory in five
seats might be a dampener to 
plans of widening its presence. 

The Congress, which lost its
position in the Meghalaya
assembly to the TMC, hit out on
Thursday. “There are some par-
ties who think they can get
stronger by taking away some
people from the Congress. But
their performance hasn’t been
up to their expectations,” party
general secretary Jairam Ram-
esh said.

In Meghalaya, the TMC won
four seats in Garo Hills, the
stronghold of Mukul Sangma,

TMC’s expansion 
strategy faces jolt

Mamata Banerjee
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      State Elections 2023 BIG PICTURE

Congress’s Dhangekar Ravindra Hemraj celebrates after his win 
in the Kasba Peth assembly bypoll, in Pune on Thursday. PTI

A
 little over four months after he took over as Congress
president in October 2022, the results of March 2
mark an early, even if expected, blow for Mallikarjun
Kharge. There were elections held late last year too,

but victory in Himachal Pradesh papered over the cracks of a
humbling in Gujarat. This time, there is no silver lining. Once
a powerhouse in the North-East, the Congress has failed to win
a seat in Nagaland again, and after Mukul Sangma left the 
Congress for the TMC in the run up to the 
Meghalaya polls, it has been reduced to 
five seats (from 21 in 2018 when it was 
the single-largest party ). In Tripura, it
has won three more seats than the 
zero it did in 2018, but an alliance 
with the CPI-M has failed to bring it
to power. Questions will be asked of
a disinterested, lacklustre campaign,
with party heavyweights barely
spending time in the elec-
tion-bound states. 
And Kharge will 
have to answer 
them. 

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE,
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and its allies won two 
and the Congress won three out of
the five seats where bypolls results
were announced on Thursday, 
with focus on two sets of unex-
pected outcomes in Maharashtra 
and West Bengal.

The biggest surprise came from
West Bengal, where the Congress-
Left alliance candidate Bayron Bis-
was defeated the ruling Trinamool
Congress candidate Debashish 
Banerjee by 22,986 votes in the 
Sagardighi assembly seat in Mur-
shidabad district, the home district
of the Congress leader in the Lok 
Sabha, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.
The TMC has won the seat since 
2011. Biswas will be the lone Con-
gress lawmaker in the assembly. 

“This is not just my victory but
thousands of Congress and Left 
workers across the state. It is a tri-
umph of good over evil,” Biswas, a
well-known ‘beedi’ baron of the 
area, told reporters. Chowdhury 
said the party’s victory is dedicated
to the joint fight of those support-
ing the Congress and the Left.

“This is a victory for the state’s
Congress and the Left alliance. 
People have put their faith in us 
and have discarded both the TMC
and the BJP. The TMC should 
remember that the beginning of 
their end has begun from Mur-
shidabad district,” he said.

In Maharashtra, votes were
counted in the Pimpri-Chinchwad
and Kasba Peth assembly seats. 
BJP candidate Ashwini Laxman 
Jagtap retained the former by win-
ning with a margin of 36,168 votes.
She beat the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) candidate Vitthal alias
Nana Kate. The bypoll was neces-
sitated due to the death of Jagtap’s
husband, Laxman Jagtap.

But Kasba Peth sprung a sur-
prise. Congress’s Dhangekar 
Ravindra Hemraj secured more 
than 72,000 votes and managed to
win by a margin of 11,000 votes 
against BJP’s Hemant Narayana 
Rasane’s 61,000 votes. This is the 
first time that the Congress has 
won the seat after 28 years, and is a
shot in the arm for the embattled 
Maha Vikas Aghadi. “The out-
come has showed us that if we 

Surprises in Bengal and Maha 
contests mark bypoll verdicts 

What do the assembly election results imply for the country’s top leaders? 
Dipankar Ghose analyses the verdict and its impact

WHAT THE VERDICT MEANS FOR…

F
or Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the election results
mark continuity — and for the head of a government
that has been in power in New Delhi since 2014, and
hopes to return in 2024, no word can sound as sweet.

The BJP is in power in Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pra-
desh, and the party has bucked anti-incumbency in both Tri-
pura and Nagaland, where it will continue to be part of the
government, and in Meghalaya, where it has the opportunity

to strike an agreement with the NPP once
more. The PM spent time in all three

states campaigning for the BJP, with
the primary thrust being that a dou-

ble-engine government — a refer-
ence to the benefits of the same
government at the state and at the
Centre — will benefit development

in the North-East. In the ultimate
analysis, the BJP has not lost any

ground, although being the
ultimate election fight-

ing machine that it
is, the party will be

cognisant that it
hasn’t expanded
its footprint.

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

I
f there is a leader who has emerged with an enhanced reputation in
the three assembly elections, it is Meghalaya chief minister and
National People’s Party (NPP) chief Conrad Sangma. The NPP
won 20 seats in 2018, and despite not being the single largest

party, cobbled together an alliance that included the BJP. In the run
up to 2023, the NPP decided to fight the elections on its own, and
came under attack from both the Opposition, and its alliance part-
ner BJP. Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself addressed a rally
in Tura, Sangma’s constituency, launching an attack against the
government. Despite this, the NPP’s tally has risen to 25 seats, and
while it has not crossed the halfway mark on its own, it can now
negotiate whether to build an alliance including the BJP, or per-
haps other regional parties such as the United Democratic
Party which has 11 seats. Sangma now holds all the cards,
and no government can be formed without him. 

CONRAD SANGMA, MEGHALAYA CHIEF MINISTER

T
aking over as chief minister of Tripura in May 2022 from Biplab
Kumar Deb, Manik Saha had less than a year to stabilise a gov-
ernment reeling under allegations of underperformance.
Much quieter than his predecessor, Saha also had to face a

resurgent Opposition, with local heavyweights in the Congress and
the Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) joining forces, and
a rising TIPRA Motha — a party helmed by former Congress leader
Pradyot Kishore Debbarma — eating into the indigenous vote by win-
ning 13 of the 42 seats it contested. But even as its ally Indigenous
Peoples Front of Tripura (IPFT) was reduced to one seat from the
eight it won in 2018, the Saha-led Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
fought off anti-incumbency to win a majority on its own — albeit
with a margin that is more fragile — emerging victorious in 33
seats in an assembly of 60. This is, however, 11 seats fewer
than in 2018, when the BJP alone won 36 seats.

MANIK SAHA, TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER

I
n the run up to the three assembly polls, Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, also the convener of the North East Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NEDA), the umbrella body of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and its allies in the North-East, was typically
industrious, flying to each state, overseeing preparations, and
campaigning extensively. Often seen as the BJP’s firefighter and

negotiator in-chief, the Assam CM now has a job on his hands. He
will seek to strengthen the BJP’s numbers in Tripura, where the
party’s majority has become considerably more fragile (BJP won

32 seats in this election on its own against 36 in 2018). And Sarma
has already made moves to reignite an alliance that will keep

the BJP a part of the ruling government in Meghalaya,
speaking to National People’s Party chief Conrad Sangma

in the days before counting and after the verdict.

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA, ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER

fight polls unitedly and give tickets
to those with elective merit, the 
victory is not far,” said Ajit Pawar,
senior NCP leader. The bypoll hap-
pened after the death of BJP law-
maker Mukta Tilak, but the BJP 
did not nominate a family mem-
ber of the senior leader. Rasane 
said he would introspect where he
went wrong and would rectify his
mistakes. “The was a straight fight
between BJP and Congress.” 

In Erode (East) in Tamil Nadu,
Congress candidate EVKS Elan-
govan defeated AIADMK candi-
date KS Thennarasu by 66,000 
votes. Elangovan, who represented
the ruling DMK-Congress alliance,
got 65.7% of the total votes polled.
In 2021, Elangovan’s son Thiruma-
han Everaa won the seat by 8,904
votes, defeating AIADMK’s M 
Yuvaraja. Everaa’s death in Janu-
ary necessitated the bypoll. The 
defeat was seen as a setback for 
Tamil Nadu’s Opposition, led by 
Edappadi Palaniswami who is 
considered dominant in the state’s
western region, which includes 
Erode district. “Democracy has 
lost. Money has won,” Thennarasu
told reporters. Elangovan attrib-
uted the win to CM Stalin. “People
have given us this victory because
he has fulfilled 80% of the election
promises made in 20-months of 
his governance,” Elangovan said.

In Jharkhand’s Ramgarh,
Sunita Chaudhary of AJSU Party 
won against Congress’s Bajrang 
Mahto. AJSU is a BJP ally.

One assembly seat in Aruna-
chal Pradesh was won unopposed
by BJP candidate Myrolborn 
Syiem. 

KOLKATA: The Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) will contest the 2024 
general elections on its own, West
Bengal chief minister and party 
chief Mamata Banerjee said on 
Thursday.

“In the 2024 elections, the TMC
will go alone. We will fight with 
people’s support. I believe those 
who want to defeat the BJP will 
certainly vote for the TMC,” she 
said.  Speaking in Kolkata after the
party’s loss to the Congress in the 
Sagardighi bypoll, the TMC chief 
termed the latter’s win as 
“immoral”, alleging that the grand
old party, besides the CPI(M), had
entered into an understanding 
with the BJP to defeat the TMC.

“For the Sagardighi loss, I do
not blame anyone... But, there is an
immoral alliance... The BJP trans-
ferred its votes to the Congress,” 
Banerjee said. The Congress 
wrested the seat from the TMC, 
with Bayron Biswas winning with
87,667 votes. Debashish Banerjee 
of the TMC garnered 64,681 votes.

Banerjee alleged that the BJP,
Congress, and the CPI(M) indulged
in “communal” politics during the
bypoll campaign. “The BJP, of 
course, played the communal 
card. The Congress, CPI(M), how-
ever, turned out to be bigger play-
ers in this regard,” she said. She 
also said the Congress sought the 
“saffron camp’s help”, and should
refrain from calling itself “anti-
BJP”. HTC

TMC TO FIGHT 
2024 ELECTIONS 
ALONE: BANERJEE
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Manik Saha after winning from the Town Bardowali assembly constituency on Thursday.                            ANI 
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State Elections ’23       tripura

Abhishek Jha 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Numbers speak for 
themselves. The TIPRA Motha 
Party (TMP) contested its first-
ever election . It contested 42  of 
the 60 assembly constituencies in
the state and managed to win 13 
of these with an overall vote share
of 19.7%. 

Is this a feat to reckon with in
the northeastern state? In the 12 
assembly elections which Tripura
has had since 1967, data for which
is available in the Trivedi Centre 
for Political Data database, the 
ruling and opposition party or 
alliance have had a combined seat
share of at least 85%. This num-
ber has been higher than 90% in 
elections held from 1993. This is 
to say that a third force has not 
been a significant factor in Tri-
pura in a long time. The arrival of
the TMP — if it remains commit-
ted to its trajectory as a third 
political force in Tripura — will 
change this. 

How did the TMP achieve this
feat? The short answer to this 
question is that it played to its 
strengths by focusing on assem-
bly constituencies which have a 
higher share of Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) population in the state. Of the
60 assembly constituencies in Tri-
pura, 10 are reserved for Sched-
uled Caste (SC) candidates while 
another 20 are reserved for ST 

short of a majority. 
One of the three Congress lead-

ers to win was party heavyweight
Sudip Roy Barman, who said, “We
expected that the CPI-M-Congress
combine will form the govern-
ment. We will sit and analyse to 
find out our weaknesses.”

This was also the first election
in more than two decades that 
former CM and current leader of 

Opposition, Manik Sarkar, sat out,
focusing instead on the CPI-M 
campaign across the state in a 
move that seemed to backfire, 
with the CPI-M also losing Dhan-
pur — Sarkar’s home turf. 

The CPI-M expressed gratitude
to the voters and said it would 
continue to work in the interests 
of people. “The ruling party cadres
attempted to attack the Opposi-

tion party activists, ransack Oppo-
sition party offices and tried to 
create unrest in the state. This is 
not welcome. We hope that the 
ruling party will play a responsi-
ble role. We also believe that 
police, administration and the 
Election Commission will adopt 
required steps in this regard,” read
a press communique by CPI-M.

The elections also heralded the

Priyanka Deb Barman 

letters@hindustantimes.com

AGARTALA: 2018 was the year of a
seismic change in Tripura’s politi-
cal landscape. For two decades, 
the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) had been in 
power, with Manik Sarkar at the 
helm. But that year, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), that had won 
zero seats in 2013, broke the Left 
stranglehold and scripted an 
unprecedented victory, storming
to power for the first time in the 
state, in alliance with the Indige-
nous People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT). Five tumultuous years 
later, which included a change in
chief minister with less than a 
year to go to polls, the BJP won a 
majority in the Tripura assembly 
elections, the results of which 
were declared on March 2 — 
albeit with a margin that is more 
fragile. 

In the 60-member assembly,
the BJP won 32 of the 55 that it 
contested, while its ally, IPFT, won
one seat, taking the tally of the alli-
ance to 33. This is 11 seats fewer 
than in 2018, when the BJP won 36
on its own, and the IPFT won 
eight seats. 

The results likely mean that
Manik Saha, who only became 
CM in May 2022, replacing Biplab
Kumar Deb after allegations of 

underperformance, will return to
helm the state government. Saha,
who won his Town Bardowali seat
after defeating his Congress rival 
Asish Kumar Saha by 1,257 votes,
said, “This victory is not unex-
pected and the clear mandate 
means a greater responsibility to 
work.” 

“The victory was due to devel-
opmental work undertaken by the
Narendra Modi-led government at
the Centre and also the good work
done by our state government. We
were expecting to win around 40
seats. There will by an analysis of
the results and review soon,” BJP
state president Rajib Bhattachar-
jee, who lost from the Banamali-
pur seat, said. 

Saha, in a tweet, also attributed
the victory to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Union home minister
Amit Shah and BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda, and said that “the 
landslide victory is the reflection 
of people’s trust” in the leaders’ 
“development goals”. 

Against the BJP-IPFT combine
was an alliance between erstwhile
foes, the CPI-M and the Congress,
that battled each other for years 
before the emergence of the BJP. 
Under the terms of their agree-
ment, the CPI-M fought 47 seats 
and the Congress 13, but while the
former won 11 seats, the latter won
only three, leaving the alliance far

arrival in earnest of the TIPRA 
Motha Party, helmed by former 
Congress leader Pradyot Kishore 
Debbarma, which won 13 of the 42
seats it contested. The Motha, 
formed in 2021, had fought the 
elections with indigenous pride at
the centre of its campaign. It won
close to 20% of the votes, and 13 of
the 20 seats reserved for Sched-
uled Tribes in the state. Among 
the seats that it won was Chari-
lam, where its candidate Subodh 
Debbarma beat deputy CM Jishnu
Devvarma of the BJP by a margin
of 858 votes. 

“We accept the result given by
voters and will continue to work 
for the development of the state. 
We were expecting to win 17-19 
seats. We have some idea as to 
why we failed to reach that mark.
A review of the results will be 
done soon,” said TIPRA Motha 
president BK Hrangkhawl. 

“Prior to voting, there was
expectation that the CPI-M-Con-
gress combine would do exceed-
ingly well and TIPRA Motha will 
become kingmaker, but that 
didn’t happen. Some good work 
done by the BJP government and
the decision to replace Biplab Deb
as the CM and put Manik Saha in 
his place also worked in the 
party’s favour,” said Salim Shah, 
professor of economics, Tripura 
University. 

BJP retains grip, with Saha at helm 

candidates. All of the TMP’s 13 
MLAs have come from ST-re-
served assembly constituencies in
these elections. In fact, if one were
to look at the TMP’s performance
even in terms of vote share in 
ST-reserved and other assembly 
constituencies in the state, there 
is a big difference. 

See Chart 1: TMP seat share
and vote share in ST and non-ST 
assembly constituencies 

Did the TMP hurt the BJP or
the Left-Congress alliance in its 
debut ? A comparison of BJP-
IPFT and Left-Congress (they 
were not in alliance last time) vote
shares from 2018 shows that both
these formations have lost votes 
to the TMP, especially in ST 
reserved assembly constituencies.

Tripura’s politics has consist-
ently seen a  tension between its 
ST and Bengali-speaking voters. 
The TMP’s impressive political 
debut in these elections suggests 
that the contradiction has not 
changed after five years of BJP 
rule as well. 

The performance of TIPRA 
Motha Party, by seat category

Vote share                 Seat share

Source: ECI
8.13%GEN

SC

ST

6.97%

44.54%

65%
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AGARTALA: The TIPRA Motha 
Party, which was touted to be the 
main challenger to Tripura’s rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-Indigenous People’s Front of
Tripura (IPFT) alliance in the 
60-seat assembly, turned in a cred-
itable performance but fell short of
expectations as the BJP swept the
polls comfortably.

The party, headed by royal
scion Pradyot Kishore Debbarma,
entered the fray without any pre-
poll alliances and was expected to
play kingmaker at the very least, 
but failed to acquire such leverage,
winning 13 of the 42 seats it con-

tested. The TIPRA Motha Party 
fielded candidates on these 42 
seats after talks with Union home
minister Amit Shah in Delhi for a 
constitutional solution to their 
demand for a Greater Tipraland —
a proposed state for the indige-
nous communities of Tripura and
other northeast states, including 
those in neighbouring Bangladesh
— proved futile. Debbarma did not
respond to a Left-Congress appeal
for a pre-poll pact, saying that his 
party would not form any alliance
without getting written assurances
on a constitutional solution to the
issue of Greater Tipraland.

The BJP won 32 of its 55 con-
tested seats while its ally IPFT 
managed to get only one.  Of the 47

seats contested, the CPI(M) won 11
while the Congress won just three
seats. “We accept the result given 
by the voters and will continue to 
work for development of the state.
We were expecting to win 17-19 
seats... A review of the results will
be done soon,” said TIPRA Motha
Party president BK Hrangkhawl. 
Pradyot Kishore floated the party 
in February 2021 with the agenda 
of Greater Tipraland, 

The Greater Tipraland demand
helped the party expand its foot-
hold in indigenous hamlets after 
the IPFT failed to deliver on its 
proposed Tipraland. That resulted
in TIPRA Motha Party’s victory in
the Tripura Tribal Areas Autono-
mous District Council polls held 

two months after the party’s for-
mation. The party bagged 18 of 28
seats, ceding nine to the BJP and 
one to an independent candidate. 

Apart from this, the popularity
of the royals has been a major fac-
tor as Pradyot’s parents Kirit Bik-
ram Kishore Manikya Debbarma
and Bibhu Kumari Devi previously
won Lok Sabha polls in 1967 and 
1991, respectively.  “There’s a sense
of insecurity among indigenous 
tribals due to the influx of people 
from Bangladesh post 1947 and 
also after its independence in 1971.
This made TIPRA Motha’s 
demand of a Greater Tipraland for
indigenous people more appeal-
ing,” said Salim Shah, professor of
economics at Tripura University.

Pradyot has strong showing but can’t become kingmaker

The TIPRA Motha Party, headed by Pradyot Kishore Debbarma, 
won 13 seats. BY ARRANGEMENT: PRADYOT MANIKYA / TWITTER

TMP PLAYED TO ITS 
STRENGTHS BY 
FOCUSING ON 
CONSTITUENCIES 
WITH A HIGHER 
SHARE OF ST 
POPULATION 

3rd force hurt 
Congress-Left,
BJP prospects 
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Prayer Meeting

Smt. Savita Mayer

Spread Fragrance with her Love

With profound grief we announce the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Savita Mayerwife of late Sh. Suresh Mayer on 1st March 2023.

A Prayer Meeting in her fond memory will be held on
Saturday 4th March, 2023

at
Venue: Gurudwara Singh Sabha

Central Zone C-2 Janak Puri New Delhi 110058
Time: 3 to 4 PM.

Phalguni & Puranjay Khanijo
(Grand daughter & Grandson)

Anju & Satinder N Sood
(Sister in law & Brother)

Meena Sood, Sunita & Pradeep
Sethi, Anjana & Anil Sareen
(Sisters in law & Brothers in Law)

Bhavna & Krishan Khanijo
(Daughter & Son in Law)

Meenu Mayer
(Daughter)

Sarita Banerjee
(Sister)

Kuldeep Sood,
Ravinder Sood
(Brothers in Law)

Homage
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several years. She is also a vocal
advocate of youth and entrepre-
neurship in the northeast region.

Kruse said it is “by the grace of
God” that she won the electoral
battle. “I thank my supporters.
Thanks for the opportunity. I
shall be meeting them (support-
ers) after collecting the election
certificate and we will be praying
together,” she said. 

The 56-year-old is the widow
of late NDPP candidate Kevise-
kho Kruse who lost the 2018 elec-
tions. She said she decided to
contest the elections to fulfil the
visions of her husband. 

Kruse completed her pre-uni-
versity from Kohima College in
1986. She is the proprietor of a
private school in Chümouked-
ima district. 

She has been actively involved
with various civil society organi-
sations for over two decades and
also headed her tribe’s (Angami)
women body, Angamimiapfü
Mechü Krotho in the past. She
also served as an advisory board
member in Angami Public Orga-
nisation, the tribe’s male domi-
nated apex organisation.

On the election of two women
legislators, NDPP secretary gen-
eral Abu Metha said: “It’s a new
journey for the Nagaland assem-
bly. It’s a new journey for  Naga
people. We wish them the very
best and we look forward for a
successful tenure for them.” 

Hekani Jakhalu and 
Salhoutuonuo Kruse PTI

Abhishek Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The incumbent
National People’s Party (NPP) is
likely to return in government
in Meghalaya as the  single-
largest party, with a bigger seat
tally than in 2018 to boot. 

This means that the power
balance in the ruling coalition
will continue to rest with the
NPP. The upshot of this election
is, therefore, a shift in the
power balance in the opposi-
tion camp, with substantial
losses for the Congress.

The NPP has won 26 of the
60 assembly constituencies
(ACs) in the state, six more
than in 2018. Its  former allies
tried to assert themselves in
this election. 

The alliance broke up before
the election and the United
Democratic Party (UDP) con-
tested 45 ACs compared to 36
in 2018; and the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP), 59 compared to
46 in 2018.

 The former has managed to
increase its tally, but is still a
distant second, having won just
11 ACs. 

The BJP has won two ACs,
the same as in 2018. 

This means that  the power
balance in the ruling coalition
will continue to rest with the
NPP, the main ruling party.

  That the alliance will
regroup is very likely (Assam
chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, the BJP’s main trouble-
shooter in the region has
already indicated that it will).

The outcome for the main

opposition party in Meghalaya,
the Congress, has however
shifted dramatically since 2018.
Of the three north-eastern
states which went to polls this
election cycle, Meghalaya is the
only one  where the Congress
had not completely lost ground
in 2018. 

While it won no assembly
constituency (AC) in Tripura
and Nagaland even in 2018, it
was the single largest party in
Meghalaya.

 The 21 ACs the Congress
won in 2018 may not be its big-
gest tally in the state, but it was
in line with its historical per-
formance. 

It has not managed to do
even that in 2023. 

Its tally of five ACs is its low-
est ever. Its last single digit tally
in the state was in 1972, when it
won nine ACs.

How did the Congress lose
ground in five years? The big-
gest blow to the party has been
dealt not by the incumbent par-
ties, but an offshoot of the Con-
gress, which is competing with
it for the principal opposition
party in the national scene: the
All India Trinamool Congress
(TMC). 

Twelve Congress legislators,
including former chief minister
Mukul Sangma, left the Con-
gress to join the TMC in 2021.
In this election, both the TMC
and the Congress  won five
assembly constituencies  each.

NPP may retain hold; UDP 
improves its performance 
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GUWAHATI: Meghalaya chief
minister Conrad Sangma began
Thursday morning in the foot-
hills of West Garo mountains in
Tura, his hometown. In a few
hours, it became clear that not
only had Sangma won his South
Tura seat comfortably, clinching
52% of the vote, but also that his
National People’s Party (NPP)
had bettered their 2018 perform-
ance, and were in pole position
to return to power. 

By evening, Conrad Sangma
was in Shillong, 303km away,
huddled in meetings with his
victorious legislators, framing
the political contours of the next
government, one that will likely
be led by him again, even if with
the support of the BJP and other
regional parties.

In results declared on Thurs-
day, the NPP won 26 seats, five
short of an absolute majority, the
BJP two. Nineteen seats went to
smaller parties, with the United
Democratic Party (UDP) the larg-
est of this group, bagging 11 seats.
Meanwhile, the Congress and
Trinamool Congress won five
seats, while two went to Inde-
pendent candidates.

But the events leading to Con-
rad Sangma’s victory, and his
decision to mend fences with the
BJP hours after the Thursday’s
verdict, make the development
an odd homecoming for both
sides. The NPP and the BJP

fought a bitter political cam-
paign after deciding to contest
independently, despite being
coalition partners in the previ-
ous government. 

On Thursday evening, just
when it seemed Conrad might go
his own way after the numbers
were out, Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma — who is
also the convener of North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA) —
hinted that the BJP and Conrad
were back together. “Chief min-
ister of Meghalaya Conrad
Sangma called Amit Shah ji,
Hon’ble Home Minister and
sought his support and blessings
in forming the new govern-
ment,” Sarma tweeted. 

On Tuesday, a day after votes
were cast in Meghalaya on Feb-

ruary 27, Sarma and Conrad met
at a hotel in Guwahati, where the
nitty-gritties of the renewed alli-
ance was ostensibly worked out.

Conrad, who took charge of
the first NPP-led government in
2018, has been front and centre
for the regional party, founded
by his father and former Lok
Sabha speaker PA Sangma in
2013. Conrad’s strategy going
into the polls was simple. If all
regional and smaller parties are
able to hold their vote banks, the
NPP would return to power.
Therefore, before the polls, all
parties that were a part of the
Conrad-led Meghalaya Demo-
cratic Alliance decided to contest
the elections separately. 

Congress leader Mukul
Sangma joining the TMC with 12

of 17 Congress legislators in
November 2021 also helped Con-
rad, as there was split in the anti-
incumbency vote. Three of the
five remaining Congress MLAs
later joined the NPP, weakening
the grand old party further. 

The NPP was eventually able
to increase its vote share from
about 20.06% in 2018 to 31.42%
in 2023. TMC received 13.79% of
votes and the Congress 13.17% of
total votes cast. Consequently, its
tally went up from 19 in 2018 to
26 in 2003. Its ally in the govern-
ment, United Democratic Party
(UDP) emerged as the second
largest with 11 seats and a 16.2%
vote share. On Thursday even-
ing, Sangma said, “I would like to
thank the people of Meghalaya
for their support to the NPP. The
results are in line with what we
had expected, but it could have
been better”.  

Experts noted that the party
was able to expand its support
base beyond the Garo hills. “The
NPP was able to retain 15 seats it
won in 2018 and add 11 new ones.
The party has expanded its pres-
ence from just the Garo hills to
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
region as well,” said H Srikanth,
professor of political science at
Shillong-based North Eastern
Hill University. 

The biggest winner among the
other regional parties was the
UDP, which won 11 of the 46
seats it contested, cornering over
16% of the vote. The other signifi-
cant player that has emerged is

the newly formed Voice of Peo-
ple Party (VPP) which contested
18 seats and won four. Two other
parties, the Hill State Peoples’
Democratic Party (HSPDP) and
the Peoples’ Democratic Front
(PDF) won two seats each. 

NPP leaders said that
Sangma’s immediate goals will
be to focus on issues of unem-
ployment, road connectivity and
issues on the Meghalaya-Assam
border that plagued this tenure.

“BJP had created a hype that it
would win more than 10 seats,
but the party has been humbled.
The NPP can easily form the next
government with the UDP’s sup-
port, but it will make the BJP a
partner because of the state’s
dependence on Centre for
funds,” added H Srikanth. 

Later in the day, the central
unit of BJP via its state president
Ernest Mawrie in  “A Letter of
Support” invited Sangma to form
the government.

 The letter, which HT has
seen, read: “I do herby formally
communicate with you and sub-
mit “A Letter of Support” for the
institution of the Government as
an outcome of the results of the
just concluded Meghalaya Legis-
lative Assembly Election, 2023.”

 Replying to the invitation,
Sangma tweeted:  “Thank you
@BJP4Meghalaya for reaching
out to the NPP and for extending
your support to our party to
form the Government. We will
continue to work together to
serve Meghalaya and its people.”

Conrad to return as CM, set to 
get backing from BJP, others

NPP chief and Meghalaya chief minister Conrad Sangma after his 
victory in South Tura constituency on Thursday. ANI

two seats from the 26 they won
in 2018, and the Congress drew
a blank. 

Rio won from his own con-
stituency of Northern Angami
II with a margin of 15,824 votes,
while his brother and two-time
MLA Zhaleo Rio won from
Ghaspani-II. 

From the BJP, deputy chief
minister and four-time MLA
Yanthungo Patton won from
Tyui while state president Tem-
jen Imna Along retained the
Alongtaki constituency. 

“The NDPP-BJP alliance is
one based on trust, blessed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union home minister Amit
Shah and BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda. This is why,
despite some protests by the
BJP, the national party fought
the elections as a junior part-
ner, and with Neiphiu Rio as
the declared chief ministerial
candidate,” a senior NDPP
leader said, on the condition of
anonymity. 

Meanwhile, chief minister
said, “Congratulations to all the
winning candidates of the
Nagaland Assembly Elections
2023. As we have assured the
electorates, let us pursue with
sincerity to fulfil our goals and
vision. May God Almighty help
us.”

Cong downplays the loss 
Congress national president
Mallikarjun Kharge down-
played the loss in Nagaland as
well as Meghalaya and Tripura.

Kharge said, “Usually, par-
ties from the northeast go with
the central government trend.”

The results also saw a host of
smaller parties register wins,
with the Maharashtra based
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) winning as many as
seven seats, the Meghalaya
based National People’s Party
(NPP) five, the Republican
Party of India Athawale(RPI)
and Lok Janshakti Party Ram
Vilas winning two each. 

Alice Yhoshü 
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KOHIMA:  The alliance between
the Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) returned to power in
Nagaland in assembly results
declared on Thursday. 

The alliance won 37 of the 60
assembly seats, with chief min-
ister Neiphiu Rio set to return
for a fifth term in power. 

This bettered the 2018
results where the alliance won
30 seats, and formed govern-
ment with the help of one inde-
pendent and one Janata Dal
(United) MLA. 

In the elections that were
held on February 27, the NDPP
had fought from 40 seats, win-
ning 25 of them, and the BJP
fought 20 seats, winning 12.

 Six of the BJP victors were
first time legislators, while 10
of the NDPP legislators are new
entrants into the assembly.
Headlining these fresh faces
are Nagaland’s first two women
lawmakers in history, Hekani
Jakhalu and Salhoutuonuo
Kruse of the ruling NDPP, who
defeated the sitting MLAs in
Western Angami and Dimapur-
III seats respectively. 

Reacting to the development,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
thanked the people of Nagaland
for “blessing the alliance with
another mandate to serve the
state.”

“The double-engine govern-
ment will keep working for the
state’s progress. I laud our
party workers for their hard
work which ensured this
result,” Modi said. 

Union home minister Amit
Shah said that the state has
chosen peace and progress.
“The duo of PM Narendra Modi
and CM Neiphiu_Rio will con-
tinue to advance peace and
development in the state and
fulfil people’s aspirations,”
Shah tweeted. 

The election campaign had
seen the NDPP-BJP alliance go
up against a beleaguered oppo-
sition, with the NPF, the other
major player in the state con-
testing less than half the seats.

This comes after 21 NPF
MLA’s, led by former chief
minister TR Zeliang had
merged with the NDPP in April
2021. Zeliang won from the
Peren constituency on an NDPP
ticket. 

The NPF were reduced to

NDPP-BJP alliance 

storms back with 

a comfortable win
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BJP leader and Nagaland deputy chief minister Yanthungo Patton 
celebrates after the assembly election results were announced. ANI
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KOHIMA:  On Thursday evening,
as it became clearer and clearer
that the NDPP-BJP combine had
sailed comfortably past the
majority mark in Nagaland, win-
ning 36 of the 60 seats in the
assembly, the supporters of chief
minister Neiphiu Rio began their
celebrations in Kohima. For the
man that has been at the centre
of Nagaland’s politics for over
close decades though, the scenes
would not have been unusual.

 The next Nagaland govern-
ment will be the fifth that Rio
will lead as chief minister, across
the two principal regional par-
ties, the fates of which have

ebbed and flowed around his
political decisions. 

Rio first entered the political
limelight as a young man of 24
when he became the president of
the youth wing of the erstwhile
United Democratic Party. 15
years later, Rio first tasted elect-
oral victory from Northern
Angami 1 in Kohima district,
fighting elections on a Congress
ticket, then under the leadership
of chief minister SC Jamir. Since
then, he has won the seat seven
times, losing only once. 

In 1999, Rio broke away from
the Congress, accusing them of
dallying on the long-standing
Naga political issue, that has yet
to see a resolution, and revived
the “Nagaland People’s Front”,

and four years later was one of
the chief architects of the forma-
tion of an alliance called the
Democratic Alliance of Naga-
land in 2003 that included other
regional allies and the BJP. The
alliance won the assembly elec-
tions and Rio became CM for the
first time, ending Congress rule.

On January 3, 2008 however,

President’s Rule was imposed in
the state after allegations of
horse trading and Rio’s govern-
ment was dismissed. Yet, two
months later, after fresh elec-
tions were called, the NPF
emerged the single largest party,
he became CM again, a feat he
repeated for the third time in
2013. But in 2014, facing a chal-
lenge from TR Zeliang from
within his party ranks, Rio
fought the Lok Sabha elections,
won and moved to Delhi. 

Even as some begun to write
his epitaph in Nagaland’s poli-
tics, Rio returned to the state in
2018, months ahead of the
assembly polls, and formed the
NDPP. Even as Zeliang’s NPF and
the NDPP both wooed the BJP, it

was Rio who engineered an alli-
ance with the national party now
helmed by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in Delhi. The seat
sharing agreement weighed in
favour of the NDPP, with it con-
testing 40 seats, and the BJP
fighting in 20. The alliance won
30 seats(NDPP 18 and BJP 12),
and despite the NPF being the
single largest party with 26 seats,
earned the support of one inde-
pendent and one JD(U) MLA to
form government. “Rio is a
shrewd politician, aided by
money and power. Lack of a
strong political leader who can
challenge him has also enabled
him to ride the tides of changing
political waves over the years,”
said political expert P Basil. 

Rio to begin his fifth innings as chief minister

Neiphiu Rio ANI

Abhishek Jha 
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NEW DELHI:  Neiphiu Rio, the
incumbent chief minister of
Nagaland, formed the govern-
ment in 2018 by a thin margin. 

In 2023, he and his party, the
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP), are back to
the strength in the assembly Rio
is used to. Meanwhile, both his
former parties — the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) and the Con-
gress — have now been reduced
to also-rans.

Rio first became chief minis-
ter in 2003, after leaving the
Congress and forming the Naga
People’s Front (NPF). In that
election, the NPF’s 19 MLAs
formed the government in the
60-member assembly after
stitching an alliance with seven
MLAs from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and other smaller
partners. In the next two elec-
tions in 2008 and 2013, the NPF
first became the single-largest
party and then won almost a
two-thirds majority. The Con-
gress on the other hand went
from winning majority of the
ACs from 1987 to 1998, to 21 ACs

in 2003 when it was still the sin-
gle largest party and eventually
zero in 2018. It has failed to win
any AC in 2023 also. 

The trend that played out
between the NPF and the Con-
gress has now played out
between the NPF and NDPP, the
party Rio formed after quitting
the NPF just before the assembly
elections in 2018. With 27 MLAs,
the NPF was the single largest
party in 2018, like the Congress
was in 2003, but it was the 17
NDPP MLAs that formed the
government in alliance with the
BJP. The NPF has now been
reduced to just two ACs.

 To be sure, the NPF’s decline
was a given  even before the elec-
tion. With defections to the
NDPP last year, the NPF was able
to put up candidates in just 22 of
60 ACs. Rio also does not appear
to be under any pressure from
his alliance partner BJP. 

Unlike Tripura and Meghal-
aya, where the BJP either fought
a bigger share than 2018 or con-
tinued to contest independently,
it accepted the seat sharing
arrangement in Nagaland pro-
posed by Rio. The BJP won 12
ACs, the same as in 2018.

{ WALKING THE LINE }  

How CM regained 
assembly strength
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KOHIMA:  The performance  of
Nagaland’s oldest regional
party— Naga People’s Front
(NPF) — which had led the state
government from 2003 to 2018
diminished as the party man-
aged to win only two out of 22
seats. 

Party leader Kuzholuzo Nienu
defeated his Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP)
opponent Kupota Khesoh by a
narrow margin of 41 votes in
Phek seat while NPF secretary
general Achumbemo Kikon
defeated Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) sitting MLA and national
spokesperson Mmhonlumo
Kikon by 3,000 votes.

In a surprising turn of events,
NPF chief Dr. Shürhozelie Liezi-
etsu’s son and two-time MLA
Khriehu Liezietsu lost from
Northern Angami-I area, which
was considered a NPF bastion.
He lost to NDPP candidate Dr
Kekhrielhoulie Yhome by 1,690
votes. In Chizami constituency,
NPF leader and sitting MLA Kez-
hienyi Khalo lost to NDPP leader
and former Rajya Sabha MP KG
Kenye by 1,279 votes.

Meanwhile, state Congress
also failed to perform, drawing a
blank, despite rigorously cam-
paigning with central leaders
like Congress national president
Mallikarjun Kharge, MP Shashi
Tharoor and MP Jairam Ram-
esh. All the 21 candidates have
lost.  State Congress chief Kewe-
khape Therie who lost the Dima-
pur-I seat to BJP’s H Tovihoto
Ayemi by a staggering 6,959
votes, apologised to the people
for party’s “weaknesses and
shortcomings”. “In our mani-
festo, we had promised to
change Nagaland, however, this
was rejected by people,” he said.

STATE’S OLDEST 
PARTY NPF WINS 
ONLY TWO SEATS

Alice Yhoshü
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KOHIMA:  Nagaland created his-
tory on Thursday by electing
women legislators for the first
time in its 60 years of statehood.

National Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) nominees
Hekani Jakhalu from Dimapur-
III and Salhoutuonuo Kruse
from Western Angami seat were
among four women candidates
who had contested the February
27 elections for the 60-member
assembly.

While Jakhalu defeated
Azheto Zhimomi of Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) by over
1,500 votes, Kruse defeated inde-
pendent candidate Keneizhakho
Nakhro by a close margin of
seven votes. Though the state
has had 13 state assemblies so
far, not one woman was elected
as an MLA till date.

Jakhalu is a social entrepre-
neur and holds a masters degree
in law from the University of San
Francisco (School of Laws) in the
United States. She is also a recip-
ient of the Nari Shakti Puraskar
(2018) – an annual award given
by the ministry of women and
child development to individual
women or to institutions that
work towards the cause of
women empowerment.

“This is not Hekani’s victory,
this is everyone’s victory,”
Jakhalu, a mother of two, said
after the results were declared. 

She vowed to live up to the
expectations of the people. “This
is a new chapter for all of us,”
she told her supporters.

The 48-year-old co-founded
and led the state’s YouthNet – an
NGO that works with youngsters
to develop various skills for
employment opportunities – for

State elects women 
MLAs for first time
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GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI

DELHI SUBORDINATE SERVICES
SELECTION BOARD

(P & P Branch)
FC-18, INSTITUTIONAL AREA,
KARKARDOOMA, DELHI-110092

No. F. 4(418)/P&P/DSSSB/2022/Advt. 874-879 Dated: 24.02.2023

Notice cum corrigendum to the Post Code - 10/22
Advertisement No. 06/22

In partial modification in Advertisement no. 06/22 dated
11.04.2022 in r/o Post Code 10/22, for the post of ‘Filter
Supervisor’ the name of the post may be read as ‘Filter
Supervisor’ instead of ‘Filter Supervisor (As per the requisition
of User Department this post is reserved only for male
candidates).

Now the online applications are invited from the eligible
candidates (both male and female) through online mode
on the website https://dsssbonline.nic.in from 01.03.2023
to 20.03.2023 (till 11.59 PM). Candidates who have already
applied in response to Advt No. 06/22, need not to apply again.

Further, the cut-off date for determining the eligibility with
respect to Educational qualification, age, experience and other
eligibility conditions for the post shall be as on 09.05.2022
(same as advertised earlier vide Advt. No. 06/22).

The rest of the contents of Advt. No. 06/22 shall remain
unchanged.

This issues with the prior approval of Competent Authority.

Deputy Secretary
DIP/Shabdarth/0637/22-23 DSSSB

IDBI BANK LTD
Website: www.idbibank.in

Bank desires to acquire office premises on long lease. Interested parties
owning suitable premisesmay apply to the Regional Head within 10 days
(excluding the date of advertisement). Proposals received by 6.00 pm on

th13 March, 2023will only be accepted. Proforma and other details can be
downloaded from our website www.idbibank.in under Notices &
Tendersor collected fromany of our branches. Sd/-

Chief General Manager
Delhi Zone

Place: New Delhi
Date: 03.03.2023

OFFICE PREMISES REQUIRED IN DELHI / NCR

GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
LAND & BUILDING DEPARTMENT

(Real Estate Regulatory Authority)
B-Block, Vikas Bhawan, New Delhi-110002

No. F.39 (8)/2022/L&B/RERA/Appointment/7627
Dated: 01.03.2023

Selection for one vacant post of Member in the
Real Estate Regulatory Authority for NCT of Delhi and

UT of Chandigarh
Applications are invited from interested persons for selection
of one vacant post of Member in the Real Estate Regulatory
Authority for NCT of Delhi and UT of Chandigarh, under the
provisions of the Real Estate (Regulation and Development)
Act, 2016 (16 of 2016) and the Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) (General) Rules, 2016. The eligibility conditions
and proforma of application for post of Member are available at
the website www.land.delhigovt.nic.in of the Land & Building
Department, Government of NCT of Delhi.
Interested persons who qualify the Eligibility Conditions
may submit their application either through email ID
buildingland22@gmail.com or through postal address to
Deputy Secretary (RERA), Land & Building Department,
GNCTD, Ground Floor, B-Block, Vikas Bhawan, New
Delhi-110002 as per the proforma prescribed. The closing date
and time for submission of the application is 17.03.2023 till
5.00 PM. Clarifications, if any, may be obtained from the office
of Deputy Secretary (RERA), Land & Building Department over
Phone No. 011-23378755 only on working days.

(AJAY KUMAR GAMBHIR)
DIP/SHABDARTH/0639/22-23 DY. SECRETARY (RERA) DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M6 C/o ACE(M)6
OHT ASHOK VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110052

PRESS NIT NO. 68 (2022-23)
Item
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs)

Date of release
of tender in

E-procurement
solution Tender ID

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender through
e-procurement

1. Desilting of Punjabi Bagh Trunk Sewer line from SPS
Punjabi Bagh to Shiv Mandir Manohar Park (East Punjabi
Bagh) in Ward Karampura, Under EE(M)25 Moti Nagar.

64,18,297/- 01.03.2023
2023_DJB_237414_1

16.03.2023
upto 3.00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (Trilok Chand)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 530 (2022-23) Executive Engineer (T) M-6

“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical
Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

Recognising the best performing schools of Delhi

Awarding students for their outstanding academic achievements

Friday, 3rd March, 2023
SBV Rouse Avenue, Delhi

Chief Guest:

Arvind Kejriwal
Chief Minister, Delhi

EXCELLENCE
IN EDUCATION
AWARDS 2022

DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION Government of NCT of Delhi

Celebrating Success
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I, SURENDER Kumar, S/O Hukum
Chand, R/O M-2/51 Model Town III,
Delhi - 110009, have noticed that my
name has been wrongly mentioned
as Surinder Kumar Khanna, Surender
Khanna, Surender Kumar Khanna,
and Surinder Kumar in some of the
documents. However, my correct and
actual name is Surender Kumar for
all purposes.

I PRIYANKA Malhotra W/o Kamal
Malhotra R/o B-33, 2nd Floor, T Block,
Shukkar Bazar, Uttam Nagar, Delhi -
110059, declare that my correct
father’s name is OM Parkash instead
of Roshan Lal Malhotra and my
mother's correct name is Satya Devi
instead of Santosh Kumari Malhotra.

I SHUBHAM S/o Sh. Sunil Kumar
Singh R/o Flat No.C-101, Silver
Arch Apartment, Kakrola Village,
Sector-16, Dwarka, Delhi-110078
have changed my name to Shubham
Singh for all purposes.

I SWATI Joon w/o Anurag Dahiya R/o
RZ-20, Y- Block, New Roshan Pura
Najafgarh, New Delhi -110043. My
daughter birth certificate Ivanka
Dahiya my name is mention as Swati
but my actual name is Swati Joon.
For all correspondence my name is
always use as Swati Joon

PADMA D/O Rengachary, D.O.B
10-05-1965, Residing at no 7B, 4th
Block Kences Brindavan 175, E V R
Lane, P.H. Road, Kilpauk, Chennai-
600 010 Shall henceforth be known
as Nalini Rengachary.

I, HANSI Devi alias Hansi Bisht W/o Sh.
Madho Singh Bisht, R/o A-61, New
Ashok Nagar, Delhi-110096 declare
that Hansi Devi and Hansi Bisht both
are one and the same person.

I, HARISH Chand Jain S/o Late Prem
Chand Jain R/o H.NO. 1324, GF
Sector-9A, Gurgaon - 122001, HR.,
have declare that Harish Chand
Jain & Harish Jain both are same
and one person.

I, HARSH Ahlawat S/o Sh. Avtar Singh
R/o H.No.579, Sector-21D, Faridabad
-121012 have changed my name from
Harsh Kumar to Harsh Ahlawat for
all future purposes.

I SHAGUN D/o Sh. Sunil Kumar Singh
R/o Flat No. C-101, Silver Arch
Apartment, Kakrola Village,
Sector-16, Dwarka, Delhi-110078
have changed my name to Shagun
Singh for all purposes.

MARUTI EECO Van in Brand New
Condition For Immediate Sale.
Contact Mr Murari.
Mob. 9873400251.

I, SUMAYAH D/o Md. Ahsan, R/o House
No-B 28/5, 3rd floor flat no-401,
Marhaba apartment, Shaheen Bagh
Abu Fazal Enclave-2 Thokar no-7,
Jamia Nagar, South Delhi-110025
have changed my name to Sumayah
Ahsan Siddique for all future
purposes vide Affidavit No.
806/2023 dated 27.02.2023 sworn
before Parigul Begum at New Delhi.

I, MOHIT, S/o Pitamber Dutt, Add:-
C-255, Third Floor, New Ashok Nagar,
East Delhi, 110096 Changed my
Name as Mohit Raturi.

I, TANISHQ S/o Naresh Kumar R/o
House no. 81, Block 8A WEA, Karol
Bagh, Central Delhi, Delhi-110005,
have changed my name to Tanishq
Dabria for all future Purposes.

I, VAIBHAV Jowel S/o Sh. Naresh
Kumar R/o Villa-10, Tulip Ivory,
Tulip Chouk, Sector-70, Badshahpur,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122101, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I
have changed my name from
Vaibhav to Vaibhav Jowel for
all future purposes.

I, YOGITA Katoch D/o Late Sh. Ayudh
Bir Singh R/o B-19/T-2, Dilshad
Garden, Delhi-110095 inform that
in my documents my father’s name
has been wrongly written as Sh.
Y.S. Katoch while correct name is
Late Sh. Ayudh Bir Singh, which
may be amended accordingly.

I, NIHARIKA Maheshwari D/o Sh.
Naveen Kothari R/o 1/2367, 1st
Floor, Ram Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly mentioned
as Naveen Maheshwari in my
marksheets. My father's correct &
actual name Naveen Kothari for all
future purposes.

I, SHAKUNTLA Devi, W/o Late Khajan
Singh, R/o H.No. 164, VPO- Malikpur,
New Delhi-110043, have corrected
my name from Sakundla to
Shakuntla Devi in my husband
service record.

I, ANSHUL Jowel D/o Sh. Naresh
Kumar R/o T-107, Old Nangal Raya
Village, Delhi Cantt, South west
Delhi, Delhi-110010, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that
I have changed my name from
Anshul to Anshul Jowel for
all future purposes.

I, BRIJ Kishore Katoch S/o Late Sh.
Ayudh Bir Singh R/o B-19/T-2,
Dilshad Garden, Delhi-110095 inform
that in my documents my father’s
name has been wrongly written as
Sh. Y.S. Katoch while correct name is
Late Sh. Ayudh Bir Singh, which may
be amended accordingly.

I, SINI w/o Sujeet Dubey R/o L- 1605,
Arihant Arden, GH-07, Sec-1, Greater
Noida West, Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P. has changed my name to Sini
Dubey for all future purposes.

I, MD. Ashraf Hussain S/o Md. Mujtaba
R/o K-1/18D, 334, Sangam Vihar,
New Delhi-110062 have changed my
minor son name from Shamsh Babu
to Abdul Karim for all future purposes

I ,KHURSHEED Anwar S/o,Late Nafees
Uddin R/o,3124-26,Gali Vakil Wali,
Kucha Pandit, Lal Kuan,Delhi -6 have
changed my minor daughter's name
Sayyed Mahira Shahzadi to Shahzadi
Mahira Naz for all Purposes.

I, SANDEEP Kumar Mittan S/o Prem
Singh R/O J-944 Park Street Kali
Bari Marg Delhi, Delhi-110001 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Aaradhya aged 6 Years and
she shall hereafter be known as
Aaradhya Mittan.

I, SANDEEP Kumar Mittan S/o Prem
Singh R/O J-944 Park Street Kali
Bari Marg Delhi, Delhi-110001 have
changed the name of my minor son
Aditya Singh aged 10 Years and
he shall hereafter be known as
Aditya Mittan.

I, ARMY No. 15582520K, Rank-Hav,
Name-Harjeet Singh Unit-114
Armd Engr Regt C/o 56 APO, have
changed my Mother's name and
Date of Birth from Jaswinder Kaur
to Jaswant Kaur and 12/12/1962
to 01/01/1963 vide Affidavit
No. 73AE 374277 dated 21/02/2023.

I HITHERTO known as Lalit alias Lalit
Joel S/o Late Ramnath R/o A-110,
Vikram Enclave, Sahibabad, Ghazia-
bad (U.P) 201005 have changed my
religion from Hindu to Christian and
shall hereafter be known as Larrick
Joel for all future purposes.

I, RAVINDER Kumar S/o Sh. Matadin
R/o Flat.No.103, J Tower, Police
Lines, Gurugram has been Changed
my minor son name from Yuvraj to
Yuvraj Jangir for all future purposes.

I ,KHURSHEED Anwar S/o,Late Nafees
Uddin R/o,3124-26,Gali Vakil Wali,
Kucha Pandit, Lal Kuan,Delhi -6 have
changed my minor daughter's name
from Sayyed Aliza Sahiba TO Malka
Aliza Sahiba for all Purposes.

I HARSHA Dewan W/o Manjay
Choudhary R/o 07151, ATS
Advantage, Indirapuram, Gzb,
has changed my name to Harsha
Choudhary for all purposes.

I PIYALI Ghosh W/O, Sh Sandeep Ghosh
R/O, M - 805 Prateek Laural Sector
120 Noida G B Nagar (U.P) 201301,
have changed my name to Piali
Ghosh for all future purposes.

I, DILEEP RAJ, S/o KR Rajagopala
Kurup, Kallookattu house, Mallika,
Thattayil, Adoor, Pathanamthitta,
Kerala-691525, declare that the
name and DOB of my father and
mother has been wrongly written
as Raja Gopalan Kurup and his DOB
01 Jul 1953 and my mother name
Lalitha Bai and her DOB 01 Jul 1964
in my service documents. The actual
name and DOB of my father is KR
Rajagopala Kurup and DOB 25 Feb
1953 and my mother is Lalitha Bai
MS and her DOB is 22 Jul 1962.
Which may be amended accordingly

I, REKHA W/o Late Sh.Manoj Kumar
R/o C-6/429, Yamuna Vihar Delhi-
110053.I have declare that my minor
son's name Vinay Kumar is wrongly
written in SC Certificate but actual
name is Vinay Nagar for all purposes.

I, POONAM Jowel W/o Sh. Naresh
Kumar R/o T-107, Old Nangal Raya
Village, Delhi Cantt, South west
Delhi, Delhi-110010, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I
have changed my name from
Poonam to Poonam Jowel for
all future purposes.

I, SHEKHAR Joshi S/o Shri Jai Dutt
Joshi R/o B-195 Jai Vihar, Najafgarh,
Delhi-110043 have changed my name
to Shekhar Chandra Joshi for
all future purposes.

I, JEET Ram S/o Sh. Kathan Dutt R/o
R-1901, Ruby Tower, SG Grand, Raj
Nagar Ext.(Morti) Ghaziabad-201017
(UP) have changed my name to Jeet
Ram Ratury vide affidavit Dtd.
02-03-2023 Sworn before Notary
Sushma Gupta- New Delhi.

I, YASH Dhiman S/o late Sh.Prem Nath
Dhiman and Smt. Neeru Dhiman W/o
late Sh. Anil kumar Dhiman both R/o
flat no 71, first floor, block-A/2,
Naraina, New Delhi-110028 have lost
Original Allotment letter, Demand
letter, Possession letter, Possession
Slip, N.O.C Electric and Water etc of
above flat. if anyone finds pls
contact above address .

AUTOMOBILES

MARUTI SUZUKI

COURT NOTICES

TOLET

WEST DELHI

CAR FOR SALE

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME

LOST & FOUND

GAS TURBINE RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT (GTRE)
(Government of India, Ministry of Defence)

Defence Renearch & Development Organisation (DRDO)
C.V. RAMAN NAGAR, P.O. BENGALURU - 560093

(Email: mmgbm.gtre@gov.in)
Component manufacturing, assembly and Engine level integration

Advanced Turbo Gas Generator (ATGG)
EOI No. GTRE/ATGG/PO/EOI-01-2022
Tender ID No. 2023_DoDR_697894_1

GTRE, Bengaluru is involved in the design and development of gas turbine engines for various military
applications Director, GTRE on behalf of the President of India in invites ‘Expression of interest
(EOI) from reputed Indian Industries/organisations for the activities of component manufacturing,
assembly and engine level integration for a small aero gas turbine engine. The engine typically consists
of 25 varieties of major parts and with an approximate engine diameter of 300 mm. It is planned
to manufacture and assemble 20 engines within 30 months from the date of order placement. The
identified industry partner will be considered as Development cum Production Partner (DePP) on
successful completion of deliveries. The projected production quantity is approximately 150 nos.
However, the projected requirement shall not have any binding on GTRE.
Non-transferable EOI documents with details of specifications and terms and conditions are available
only through websites www.eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app. Indian industries are requested to
download the EOI document from the website.
The pre EOI pre bid meeting date on 10 March 2023 at 1000 hrs at GTRE, C V Raman Nagar gate,
Bengaluru. The firms are requested to confirm the participation at least two days in advance.
Last date of submission of EOI: 27 March 2023 upto 1500 Hrs.
Opening of offers: 28 March 2023 at 1500 hrs..
Please note: The EOI shall be sent either by speed post/courier/deposited in the tender box kept at GTRE
CV Raman Nagar gate. An envelope should be duly superscripted with EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
MANUFACTURE OF AERO ENGINE WITH EOI No:

CBC 10301/11/0193/2223

Government of Punjab
(Department of Health & Family Welfare, Punjab)

Bid Ref. No. e-Tender/PHSC/Projects./Lab/AAC/2023-24/1388

The Department of Health and Family Welfare, Punjab (Punjab Health Systems
Corporation, Mohali) invites online bids through https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
for Lab Diagnostic Facilities for Aam Adami Clinics and other health facilities
of Punjab.

Date, time and place of
Pre-bid conference.

: 13.03.2023 at 11.30 a.m. in the Committee
Room of Punjab Health Systems Corporation,
Punjab School Education Building, 2nd Floor,
Block - E S.A.S. Nagar -Mohali-160062. Phone
no. 0172-2232245, 2232247.

Closing date & time. : 03.04.2023 till 03.00 p.m.
For details log onto: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Note:- Any Corrigendum(s) to the tender notice shall be published on the above
website only.

Sd/-
21742 MANAGING DIRECTOR

´FÂFFaI : 198/ÀF….E½Fa.»Fû.ÀFa.d½F. (B»F`.¸Fe.)/120/2021 dQ³FFaI : 02.03.2023

BÊ-d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F
Selection of Agency/Company for creating & distributing interactive personalized
video content for various state Govt. initiatives/Schemes, Monthly News Letter to
the internet mobile users of Uttarakhand State on various channels
ÀF…¨F³FF E½Fa »FûI ÀFa´FIÊ d½F·FF¦F, CØFSF£F¯O õFSF SFª¹F ÀFSI FS I e ³Fed°F¹FûÔ, VFFÀFI e¹F ¹FûªF³FFAûÔ E½Fa ªF³F
I »¹FF¯FI FSe ¹FûªF³FFAûÔ ÀFZ ÀF¸¶Fd³²F°F Interactive Video Content I F d½Fd·F³³F ÀFûVF»F ¸FedO¹FF
´»FZMR F¸FûË IZ ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ AF¸FªF³F ¸FZÔ ´Fi¨FFS-´FiÀFFS dI ¹FZ ªFF³FZ WZ°F„ d½F·FF¦F õFSF EZÀFe ÀF·Fe EªFZ³ÀFe/R ¸FûË ÀFZ
d³F¸³F VF°FûË E½Fa ´Fid°F¶F³²FûÔ IZ A²Fe³F BÊ-d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F I e ªFF°Fe W`Ü BÊ-d³Fd½FQF I F d½F½FS¯F d³F¸³FF³F„ÀFFS W`:-

I F¹FFÊ»F¹F : ¸FWFd³FQZVFI ÀF…¨F³FF E½Fa »FûI ÀF¸´FIÊ d½F·FF¦F, CØFSF£F¯O
ÀF…¨F³FF ·F½F³F, »FFO´F„S dSa¦F SûO (d³FI M ½FFd¯Fª¹F I S d½F·FF¦F) QZWSFQ…³F

(BÊ-d³Fd½FQF R F¸FÊ ·FS³FZ ÀFZ ´F…½FÊ ÀF·Fe VF°FûË/d³F¹F¸FûÔ I F ´F…¯FÊ ø ´F ÀFZ ·F»Fe-·FFad°F A²¹F¹F³F I S d»F¹FF ªFF¹F )

S.No. Particular Date & Time
1 Date of availability of Tender

Document on website
03 March, 2023, 11.00 AM

2 Pre-Proposal meeting 10 March, 2023, 11.00 AM
3 Bid Submission Start Date & Time 11 March, 2023, 11.00 AM
4 Last Date of Bid Submission 23 March, 2023, 05.00 PM
5 Date of Opening of Technical Bid 24 March, 2023, 11.00 AM
6 Date of Presentation will be

intimated separately
------

7 Date of Opening of Financial Bid will
be intimated separately

------

8 Venue for tender related work Department of Information &
Public Relations, Soochna Bhawan,
Ring Road, Ladpur, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand-248001

9 Tender Document is also available at http//www.uktenders.gov.in
10 Tender Document Cost Rs. 11800/-(Rs. 10,000/-+GST@18%)

Note: If any datementioned above is declared public holiday, that will be shifted to the next
working day without any change in other parameters such as venue etc.

(¶FaVFe²FS d°F½FFSe) ¸FWFd³FQZVFI´FÂFFaI : 17817 /ÀF„.E½Fa»Fû.ÀF.d½F.02.03.2023

Scan the code:

You can also call on:
1800-103-1800 (9 AM to 9 PM everyday)

or
Email at: counterclassifieds@hindustantimes.com

We are here for you

To place an obituary or
remembrance advertisement with
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was not complete. With the res-
ervation process now over,
preparations for the elections
can start,” the official said.

The cantonment board is
one of the three urban local
bodies in the Capital, along
with the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) and the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC). 

It covers areas such as Nar-
aina, Hoshiyar Singh Park, Uri
Enclave, Air Force Station,
Kandhar Lines, Railway Col-
ony, RR Colony, Ring Road Col-
ony, Karan Vihar, Subroto
Park, Arjan Vihar, Mehram
Nagar, Jharera village, and
Sadar Bazar, among others.

DCB, on February 21, issued
a public notice under the Can-
tonment Electoral Rules (CER),

this. Please leave my court… I
will not be cowered down by
you.”

Singh persisted, saying law-
yers had been waiting for 20
years to be allotted chambers,
prompting the CJI to say: “Mr
Vikas Singh, please don’t raise
your voice. As the president of
the SCBA, you should be a men-
tor or a leader to the Bar.”

Further admonishing the
senior counsel, the CJI said,
“We will deal with the matter
when it comes. Please don’t
twist our arm to give you the
relief which you want. I have
announced my verdict. It’s on

want Varma was told that allow-
ing the attachment of DMRC’s
assets will cause significant
inconvenience to the public. 

“It is submitted that sanction
for attachment of the properties
of DMRC cannot be accorded by
the answering respondent

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Union govern-
ment on Thursday told the Delhi
high court that it cannot allow
the attachment of properties of
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) to pay the dues of a 2017
arbitral award to Reliance Infra-
structure-promoted Delhi Air-
port Metro Express Private Lim-
ited (DAMEPL), as this will cause
the Metro to shut and bring
Delhi to a halt.

The high court was hearing
the execution petition filed by
DAMEPL against DMRC. In an
affidavit filed by the joint secre-
tary of the ministry of housing
and urban affairs, justice Yash-

(DMRC) since that would result
in closure of DMRC. Such a situ-
ation will cause significant
inconvenience to the public and
impact law and order in the
city,” the affidavit said.

During the hearing, the court
took a dim view of the submis-
sion by the Centre and the Delhi
government. “It is amazing that
there are two elected govern-
ments who have formed this cor-
poration and this corporation
has no money,” the judge said.

Earlier this month, the court
had noted the total amount of
the award with interest till Feb-
ruary 14, 2022 as ₹8009.38 crore.
Out of this, ₹1678.42 crore has
already been paid by DMRC and
₹6330.96 crore is pending.

Cannot sanction attachment of 
DMRC properties: Centre to HC

CENTRE SAID THE 
ATTACHMENT OF 
DMRC PROPERTIES 
WILL CAUSE 
INCONVENIENCE TO 
THE PUBLIC AND 
IMPACT LAW AND 
ORDER IN DELHI

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  A day after Jawa-
harlal Nehru University (JNU)
published modified rules for stu-
dents on campus, increasing the
quantum of fines for what it
termed were acts of “indisci-
pline”, the varsity on Thursday
withdrew the notice, citing
unspecified administrative rea-
sons.

Chief proctor Rajnish Kumar
Mishra said the notice titled
“JNU Students’ Discipline and
Conduct Rules” dated February
28, was withdrawn due to
administrative reasons, but did
not elaborate further. “This has
been issued on the directions of
the vice-chancellor,” Mishra
said. HT reached out to vice-
chancellor Santishree Pandit,

but she did not respond to que-
ries for comment.

The new rules, which
included an increase in the
quantum of fines for various acts
of “indiscipline” from a maxi-
mum penalty of ₹20,000 to
₹50,000, were approved by
JNU’s executive council (EC) on
February 3. To be sure, the rules
were in place earlier as well;
however, the quantum of pun-
ishment corresponding to vari-
ous acts were notified in a
detailed manner.

While the JNUSU issued a call
for protests on Friday to oppose
the “authoritarian rules” issued
by the administration, it did not
respond to the withdrawal of the
notification.

ABVP JNU unit secretary
Vikas Patel welcomed the with-
drawal of the order.

JNU withdraws notice 
on fines for indiscipline

Leena Dhankhar 

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com 

GURUGRAM: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Gurugram (MCG)
has identified 32 locations across
the city that are prone to water-
logging during the monsoon,
civic body officials said on
Thursday, adding that measures
are on to rectify the faults before
the start of the rainy season in
late June or early July.

Water-logging is a major
problem in Gurugram when it
rains, with arterial roads, under-
passes and highways getting
submerged for hours, severely
affecting vehicular movement.
MCG officials said that some of
these roads include the service
lane in Narsinghpur along the
Delhi-Jaipur Highway, near the
Mini Secretariat, Hero Honda
Chowk, Golf Course Road and
Sheetla Mata Road.

Teams of MCG and the Guru-
gram Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (GMDA) have
been directed to complete the
cleaning of storm water drains
by the end of May, civic body
officials said.

MCG commissioner PC

Meena said drainage pipes with
missing links will also be
repaired. 

“We have instructed officials
to clean four natural creeks in
the Aravallis that serve as a vital
catchment area for recharging
groundwater table on priority,”
he said. 

The four creeks are located
close to Golf Course Road — at
sectors 26, 42, 54, and 56. The
run-off rainwater from these
creeks was identified as one of
the primary reasons for water-
logging on the 7-km Golf Course

Road during last the monsoon
season, officials said.

Meena added that arrange-
ments for the construction of
roads, pumping out of water,
and manpower will be made in
sufficient numbers before the
monsoons. “Our team, along
with police and GMDA officials,
will monitor situation and
prompt action will be taken so
that commuters do not get
struck on roads this year. Check
dams have also been made to
store the water of Aravalli region
there,” Meena said.

32 water-logging spots in 
Ggm identified: Civic body

One of the spots identified on NH-48. PARVEEN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrested
liquor businessman Amandeep
Dhall as part of its money laun-
dering probe into alleged irreg-
ularities in Delhi’s 2021-22
excise policy, said people famil-
iar with the matter on Thurs-
day. Dhall was produced in a
Delhi court on Thursday, which
remanded him to five days’ cus-
tody of the ED, the people said.

Dhall, the director of Brindco
Sales Pvt Ltd, was arrested on
Wednesday under provisions of
the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), a senior
officer said. He is 14th person to
be arrested in the case so far —
the ED has taken 10 people into
custody, while the Central
Bureau of Investigation has
arrested another four accused.

CBI, in a first information
report (FIR) filed in the matter
on August 17 last year, claimed
that Dhall was actively involved
in the formulation and imple-
mentation of the excise policy,
along with Aam Aadmi Party’s
communications in-charge
Vijay Nair and businessman
Sameer Mahendru. 

Brindco did not respond to
requests for comment on
Dhall’s arrest. On Thursday, ED
moved a remand application
before the court, seeking Dhall’s
custody by citing his alleged
role in the formulation and
implementation of the excise
policy. 

Advocate Zoheb Hossain,

appearing for ED as special pub-
lic prosecutor, submitted before
the court that Dhall had been
part of policy discussions and
was also influential in the laun-
dering of money. He also argued
that Dhall had tampered with
evidence and had not been
cooperating with the agency in
the investigation of the case.

Advocate Tanveer Ahmad
Meer, appearing for Dhall,
opposed the remand applica-
tion, saying he had cooperated
with the probe and had
appeared before the enforce-
ment agency around 35 times. 

He also pointed out that
Dhall has been a whistle-blower
in the case, and that his state-
ments had been the reason for
various arrests. Zoheb rebutted
the submission, pointing out
that the Supreme Court has pre-
viously held that a whistle
blower can also be an accused.

Special judge Vikas Dhull,
after hearing submissions of the
parties, remanded Dhall to five
days’ ED custody.

Last week, CBI arrested dep-
uty chief minister Manish Siso-
dia as part of its corruption
probe. After his arrest, the AAP
legislator resigned from his post
and is currently being interro-
gated by agency sleuths.  He had
denied all charges.

The 2021-22 excise policy
aimed to revitalise the city’s
flagging liquor business.The
plan, however, came to an
abrupt end, with lieutenant gov-
ernor VK Saxena recommend-
ing a CBI probe into alleged
irregularities.. 

Bizman held in excise 
policy case, remanded 
to 5 days’ ED custody

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi minister Kai-
lash Gahlot took over on Thurs-
day eight more ministerial port-
folios, including finance, which
were held by erstwhile deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia till
he resigned following his arrest
over allegations related to the
2021-22 excise policy.

Sisodia’s arrest by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
was seen to have dealt a setback
to the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government’s efforts to finalise
the Budget for the upcoming
financial year. While Gahlot now
heads the ministry, it was not
immediately clear when, or
whether, he will present the fis-
cal plan, an exercise usually
done in late February or early
March every year.

“We are working on a war
footing to present a citizen-cen-
tric and progressive Budget. I
would like to assure Delhi resi-
dents that the upcoming Budget

will prove to be a milestone in
achieving the goals of making
Delhi a world-class city for its
citizens,” Gahlot said.

Sisodia held 18 portfolios, of
which eight — finance, planning,
Public Works Department
(PWD), power, home, urban
development, irrigation, and

flood control and water – will
now be with Gahlot. 

Prior to his arrest on Tuesday,
Sisodia held a series of meetings
with stakeholders for Budget
preparations — the minister also
sought and received a five-day
extension for questioning from
CBI for this work. 

Gahlot, who has held the key
portfolios of  revenue, transport
and law in the Arvind Kejriwal
government prior to being given
these additional assignments,
carried out a review with the
ministries that he will now han-
dle on Thursday. 

“We will take forward the
good work done in various fields
by this government in the last
eight years. Presenting a people-
friendly Budget is our priority
and we are working towards it,”
he told reporters afterwards. 

An official said that Gahlot
held a series of meetings with
the secretaries from the power,
finance and planning depart-
ments, along with the excise
department commissioner. 

“The minister also discussed
the preparation of the Budget
with the officials and asked them
to ensure pending works are
completed on time,” the official
said.

Every year, the state govern-
ment is expected to send its final
Budget proposals to the Centre

for approval before it can be pre-
sented before the Delhi assem-
bly. 

A second government official,
who asked not to be named, said
that while Budget preparations
will continue, it was still not
clear who will present it in the
assembly.  

On Wednesday, chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal recommended
to lieutenant governor VK Sax-
ena the names of AAP legislators
Atishi and Saurabh Bhardwaj for
their inclusion in the Delhi cabi-
net. 

“It is not clear how the portfo-
lios will be reshuffled after the
induction of the two new min-
sters,” the official said.

The former deputy CM held
the excise portfolio and has been
accused, along with others, of 
making changes to it in a way 
that it benefited certain compa-
nies and individuals for alleged 
kickbacks. Sisodia and his col-
leagues have denied the allega-
tions, calling them a political 
conspiracy.

Gahlot takes charge of eight 
portfolios vacated by Sisodia

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Canton-
ment Board (DCB) has begun
preparations for elections to
the eight wards under its juris-
diction, finalising the reserva-
tion status for these divisions
on Thursday, officials aware of
the development said.

According to the officials,
the board held a public draw of
lots, following which three
wards — numbers 1, 2 and 6 —
have been reserved for women
candidates, while ward number
5 has been reserved for a
Scheduled Caste candidate. The
remaining four wards are open
to general category candidates,
the officials said.

A senior DCB official said
that elections to the board last
took place in January 2015, and
the tenure of the last represent-
atives ended in January 2020.
The board has since been oper-
ating without elected repre-
sentatives as elections were
delayed due to the pandemic,
the official said, asking not to
be named.

“On February 18, the defence
ministry had announced elec-
tions in 57 cantonment areas
all over the country but Delhi
was not incorporated in the list
as the ward reservation process

2007 about the reservation of
wards. 

“Under the rules of CER,
members of the board and gen-
eral public are hereby informed
that draw of lots for reservation
of wards... will be held on
March 2, 2023 at 11.30 hours in
the premises of office of can-
tonment board, Sadar Bazar,
and anyone who wishes to wit-
ness the process may attend the
same,” the notice, issued by
board president Brigadier RC
Katoch, had said.

The ward reservation proc-
ess was overseen by Brig
Katoch, along with board CEO
SVR Chandra Shekhar and
executive engineer Alkesh
Sharma. The lots were drawn
by the board president and the
CEO.

A second DCB official said
the elections in the Delhi board
will be taken up only after the
election process is completed
in the 57 cantonment areas, as
notified by the defence minis-
try.

“We were told to complete
the reservation process within
15 days after the announcement
of the first elections. Now that
the reservation process is com-
plete, we expect the elections to
be held in the latter part of May
or early June this year,” the
official added.

{ PAVES WAY FOR DCB ELECTIONS }  

Cantt board finalises 
status of ward quotas
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NEW DELHI:  In the wake of the
arrest of former deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
in connection with alleged irreg-
ularities in the Delhi excise pol-
icy 2021-22, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Thursday
announced that it will launch a
door-to-door campaign and hold
2,500 corner meetings (nukkad
sabhas) in an attempt to inform
Delhi residents about “the mis-
use of power” by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). 

Soon after his arrest on Tues-
day, Sisodia resigned from the
cabinet. Delhi minister Satyen-
dar Jain, in jail since May 30,
2022 on corruption charges, also
resigned on Tuesday. Both min-
isters have dismissed the allega-
tions and the AAP has called
them “political vendetta”.

On Thursday, an AAP organi-
sational meeting chaired by
Delhi convener Gopal Rai to
chart out the future course of
action, said that on March 3 the
party will hold mohalla sabhas
in all 70 assembly constituencies
in Delhi. “Beginning March 6
and 7, meetings will be orga-
nised at every polling station of
Delhi and on March 10, we will
hold corner meetings in every
neighbourhood to reach out to
the residents. People will be
informed about the BJP’s
authoritarianism and the misuse
of central agencies,” Rai said.

BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said the AAP
must answer questions regard-
ing  “scams” in these sabhas.

AAP SET TO HOLD 
DOOR-TO-DOOR 
CAMPAIGN OVER 
LEADERS’ ARRESTS

Stuck in the middle

Heavy traffic on Vikas Marg near ITO. Snarls were reported from several parts of the Capital on
Thursday, causing inconvenience to commuters. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO
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NEW DELHI:  Delhi Police on
Thursday booked a 60-year-old
man for allegedly attempting to
divorce his 55-year-old wife of 30
years after pronouncing talaq
three times. Police said the man
is yet to be arrested.

Under Islamic law, a man can
divorce his wife by pronouncing
the word “talaq” three times. An
August 2017 Supreme Court
judgment banned the practice in
India. 

Police said the man’s wife also
accused him of domestic vio-
lence at Bhajanpura police sta-
tion in a complaint registered on
June 30 last year. She said they
had been married for about 30

years. “The woman alleged he
has been pressuring her to
vacate their house and threaten-
ing her of dire consequences,” an
officer said. 

“My husband, who runs a tyre
repair shop in Bhajanpura, is
threatening me and my chil-
dren,” the woman said.

On July 7, 2022, the woman
filed a second complaint against
the man for pronouncing triple
talaq, before throwing her out of
the house. “The complaint was
forwarded to Crime Against
Women Cell. Based on their
report, a case was also lodged
under the Muslim Women (Pro-
tection of Rights on Marriage)
Act, 2019 at Bhajanpura police
station on Thursday,” the officer
said. 

60-year-old booked for 
pronouncing triple talaq

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The newly elected
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) mayor Shelly Oberoi has
started a series of review meet-
ings with the senior municipal
bureaucrats and will conduct
field inspections in all 12 admin-
istrative zones of the Capital over
the next two weeks, officials in
the know of the matter said
Thursday. 

According to a senior munici-
pal official, Oberoi held review
meetings with all additional
commissioners on Wednesday,
followed by reviews with deputy
commissioners on Thursday. “A
meeting with the heads of the
departments is expected on Fri-
day and ward-wise plans are
being drawn up for field inspec-
tions,” the official said, asking
not be named. He added the
mayor was accompanied by AAP
leaders Saurabh Bharadwaj and
Atishi during these meetings. To
be sure, Atishi and Bhardwaj
will soon occupy vacancies left
in the wake of resignations by
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia and Satyendar Jain, who
have been arrested over their

alleged roles in separate cases.
A municipal official said that

the Oberoi will soon begin
reviewing the ground situation
of MCD’s works. “The mayor met
with all the zonal deputy com-
missioners to review the condi-
tions of all 12 municipal zones.
The meeting was particularly
important as zonal DCs look
after the municipal administra-
tion in their zones and imple-
ment policies,” the official said.

In an official statement issued
by the mayor’s office on Thurs-
day, Oberoi said she will ensure
each zone is well-maintained
and provided with the necessary
resources to address any issues.
“In the next two weeks, the
mayor will visit each zone to per-
sonally check the situation on
the ground,” the statement said.

Mayor holds review 
meets with officials
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NEW DELHI:  Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chan-
drachud and Supreme Court
Bar Association president
Vikas Singh had a heated
exchange of words on Thurs-
day after the latter urged the
court to urgently list a petition
to convert 1.33 acres of land,
allotted to the apex court, into
chamber blocks for lawyers.

The incident prompted sen-
ior lawyers of the Bar to later
apologise to the court for
“transgressing the limits of
decorum”.

On Thursday morning, Singh
sought an immediate listing of
the matter, contending that it
has not been heard for the last
six months. The matter got
heated with the SCBA president
saying that lawyers could be
compelled to reach the CJI’s
residence with their demands.

The CJI, who started his
address to the Bar leader
calmly, said sternly: “Don’t
threaten the chief justice… Is
this the way to behave? Please
sit down. I will not list it like

March 17 and it will not be
listed on serial number 1.”

However, senior counsel
Singh continued to voice his
grievance, further remarking,
“If your lordships feel that it
(the petition) should be dis-
missed, then please dismiss it.”

The CJI shot back, “Will you
give me an opportunity to say
something? I am the chief jus-
tice of this court. I have been
here since March 29, 2000. I
have been long enough in this
profession for 22 years. I have
never allowed myself to be
browbeaten by the members of
the bar, by a litigant, or by any-
one else and I will not do that
in the final two years of my
career.” 

Later, senior advocates,
including Kapil Sibal and
Neeraj Kishan Kaul, on behalf
of the Bar, apologised for
Singh’s behaviour and said that
the bar should transgress the
limits of decorum. “I don’t
think that Bar should trans-
gress the limits of decorum. We
all apologise,” Sibal said.

Kaul said, “We all jointly
apologise... We feel equally
anguished by what happened.”

CJI warns SCBA chief during 
heated exchange in top court
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See—a biscuit packet, a chips packet, a
juice tetrapak, an orange sachet, two
paper cups, a plastic thaila, another plas-
tic thaila, one more plastic thaila… all

empty. These discards are many but still difficult to
spot, for they are enmeshed with hundreds, or per-
haps thousands, of fallen leaves on the footpath by
Gurugram’s Mianwali Colony.

Welcome to the oddest time in the Delhi region.
They say it is, or will soon be, springtime in the
western world, when trees dress up in new leaves.
But in Delhi, the leaves are steadfastly falling from
quite a few trees, dressing up the roadsides instead.

Sample these sights:
In a posh south Delhi locality, a black dog is

asleep by the lane, which is entirely covered with
fallen leaves. As a cyclist rides by, the wheels stir
up the dead leaves, throwing them high in the air.
The dog continues to sleep.

A tree-lined path, near the Gurugram railway
station, is matted with papery leaves. More leaves
are drifting down from the trees, like a slow mon-
soon drizzle. Two men with huge bundles on their
shoulders are looking askance at them.

On a service lane along Chelmsford Road, near
New Delhi railway station, an elderly homeless

man is perched motionless on the pave. Leaves are
falling upon him, burying him (almost).

Trees of Delhi author Pradip Krishen once
explained to this reporter that “for a tree to survive
in prolonged drought, it needs to shut down — the
best way for it to do that is to drop its leaves and
stop transpiring water.” By drought, he must mean
Delhi’s looming summer. Whatever, this annual
shedding is a grand spectacle. 

“It is called khizan ka mausam,” says Aqil
Ahmad of Ghalib Academy. “After this, scorching
garmi shall begin in earnest,” he observes, men-
tioning a book by Delhi poet Farhad Aazar titled
Khizan Mera Mausam. “It is called patjhad ka
mausam,” says Kshetra Pal, a retired government
officer in Ghaziabad, mentioning his “childhood
memories in our village in Bijnaur, when the pee-
pal and pilkhan trees would be stripped off their
leaves, just before Holi.” He now lives in a gated
apartment complex and barely spots any tree from
his first-floor balconies. 

A memorable sight is witnessed this afternoon
on Chelmsford Road. A man is sitting by the pave.
The ground is covered with yellow leaves.
Unknown to him, a brown leaf falls on his head.
Soon, a breeze courses by. The leaf on the man’s
head doesn’t stir. Some time later he gets up and
walks away. 

By now that homeless leaf might be at his home.

Silenced spring
Leaf fall in the city
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NEW DELHI: All 27 elevated sta-
tions that will be constructed in
the fourth phase of Delhi Metro’s
expansion plan will be equipped
with solar panels, officials said
on Thursday, adding that the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) is meeting over one-
third (35%) of its total energy
requirement via green sources.

Speaking at the 6th UITP
India Urban Rail Seminar, 2023,
which DMRC held in association
with the Union Internationale
des Transports Publics (UITP),
officials said the architectural
design of the elevated Phase 4
stations included ladders to
access rooftops, rooftop walk-
ways, safety lines, and space for
the installation of solar panels.
They said a feasibility assess-
ment to check how many panels
could be installed at one station
would be carried out once sta-
tions were ready.

The phase has three corridors
— Majlis Park-Maujpur, which is
likely to be completed by
November 2024, and the Janak-
puri West-RK Ashram and the
Tughlakabad-Aerocity corridors,
which are likely to be completed
by September 2025. The three
lines will comprise 45 stations,
of which 27 will be elevated and
18 underground. 

“While stations of phases 1 to
3 did not have pre-built infra-
structure to facilitate the instal-
lation of solar panels, Phase 4
elevated stations are being built
considering the need for solar
panels. Each of these stations
will have ladders to access the
roof, safety cables and walkways
on the roof for solar panel instal-
lation and inspection, and the
space required for other infra-
structure to support these pan-
els,” said Vivek Agarwal, execu-
tive director, planning, DMRC, at
the event.

DMRC’s total power demand
is 1,100 million units per year.

27 Phase 4 Metro stns 
set to get solar panels

NEW DELHI: The Capital on
Thursday recorded another
warm day with the peak temper-
ature at 31.5°C, breaching the 30
degree-mark for the sixth day in
a row, and over six degrees
higher than what is normal for
this time of the year. The Capi-
tal’s night temperature, too, was
warmer than usual at 14.1°C —
one degree above normal.

The city’s pollution levels
deteriorated to the “poor” zone,
with an Air Quality Index (AQI)
reading of 226, according to the
Central Pollution Control
Board’s national bulletin —
worse than the AQI of 178 (mod-
erate) recorded on Wednesday.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast dry
weather for the coming days,
with the maximum expected to
hover around 31-33°C till March
8. Forecasts show that the mini-
mum temperature for the next
few days will be around the
14-15°C mark. HTC

AT 31.5°C, DELHI 
RECORDS ANOTHER 
WARM DAY, MORE 
IN STORE AHEAD
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NOIDA:  The Noida authority on
Thursday said no further time
will be given to builder Super-
tech Limited to clear the debris
of the twin towers that were
demolished in a controlled
implosion last August, pursuant
to a Supreme Court order. The
authority said the debris must be
removed by April 15, failing
which the Supreme Court will be
informed about the non-compli-
ance. 

The debris removal work, as
well as the breaking of the base-
ment raft, has been stopped tem-
porarily by Uttar Pradesh Pollu-
tion Control Board for about two
months after the residents’ wel-
fare association complained of
the noise levels from the site. 

The Supertech twin towers
were demolished on August
28,2022, on the orders of the
Supreme Court.

NOIDA AUTHORITY 
WANTS TWIN 
TOWER DEBRIS 
CLEARED BY APR 15 
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New Delhi A 37-year-old Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) official and his 32-year-
old wife died by suicide in south
Delhi’s Andrews Ganj, police
officers aware of the case said on
Thursday, adding that the
woman poisoned herself hours
after returning from the hospital
she had taken her husband to in
an attempt to save him.

According to investigators,
the couple, originally from Odi-
sha, married in November 2022.
The man, police said, joined
DGCA after quitting the Indian
Air Force (IAF) last year, while
the woman was a homemaker.
The  two temporarily lived at the
residences for government doc-
tors near Hudco Place till a per-
manent residence could be allot-
ted to them.

Police said the first death, of
the man, was discovered at 9pm
on Wednesday after the woman

returned home and found him
unconscious. She rushed him to
Safdarjung hospital with the
help of neighbours, police offi-
cers said, adding that he was
declared dead on arrival. 

According to police, the
woman told relatives and a
friend about her husband’s
death while returning home
from the hospital. Hours later,
the friend informed the police
control room that the woman
was not responding to phone
calls, officers said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (south) Chandan Choud-

hary said that after the man was
declared dead, the woman told
neighbours and doctors that she
was feeling depressed and
unwell, and wanted to go home.
“When the friend called her after
three hours and she did not
respond, he made a PCR call at
2.49am,” she said.

After the friend’s PCR call, a
police team was sent to the cou-
ple’s house. “A police team from
the Defence Colony police sta-
tion found the house locked
from inside. It had to be broken
open by a security guard. The
woman was found unconscious
on the floor with froth coming
out of her mouth. Then a crime
team, along with an ambulance
reached the spot, and the
woman was rushed to hospital,
where she was declared dead by
doctors,” Choudhary said

Doctors at Safdarjung hospital
said an autopsy found that the
couple died after consuming poi-
son, likely some insecticide or
pesticide. DCP Choudhary said

no suicide note was recovered
from the house, but neighbours
said that the couple were some-
times heard fighting. “We have
called their relatives to hand
over the bodies and to find out
the cause of the dispute between
them, if any, as neighbours told
police that they were often seen
quarrelling,” the DCP said.

The man’s elder brother told
HT that they last spoke on
Wednesday afternoon. “My
brother used to tell me about
their fights over petty issues. His
last call to me was at 1pm on
Wednesday, when he was in his
office. He told me that every-
thing was fine, other than his
regular fights with his wife.
When I asked him to come home
on Holi (March 8) so that their
problems could be sorted out, he
had agreed,” the brother said.

DGCA official, his wife die by 
suicide in Andrews Ganj flat
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Ashok Gehlot

abducted and beaten, taken to
Haryana police station and were
not provided protection there.
No one knows what happened
next with them, how they were
beaten and set on fire…,” Gehlot
told reporters at Ghatmika vil-
lage in Bharatpur. 

“The state government will
provide ₹5 lakh compensation
each to the wives and children
of both the deceased,” he added.

Gehlot said he will talk to his
Haryana counterpart Manohar

SRINAGAR:  The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) on Thurs-
day attached a house and prop-
erty of terrorist Mushtaq Ahmad
Zargar, who was among the
three terrorists released in 1999
in exchange of passengers of the
hijacked Indian Airlines plane in
Kandahar, officials said.

Zargar, the chief of Al-Umar
Mujahideen terror outfit, was
declared as designated terrorist
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act by the ministry
of home affairs in April last year.

Terming it as a “major offen-
sive” against terrorists operating
from the Pakistani soil, NIA in a
statement said Zargar’s “two-
marla (roughly equivalent to 544
sq feet) house at Ganai Mohalla,
Jamia Masjid, Nowhatta, Srina-
gar, has been attached under the
provisions of stringent UAPA.”

The NIA statement added:
“The procedure was carried out
today (Thursday) by a team of
NIA along with the representa-
tive of district administration
and local police.” HTC

NIA ATTACHES HOUSE 
OF TERRORIST FREED 
IN KANDAHAR HIJACK
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NEW DELHI:  The Centre has tar-
geted to purchase 34.1 million
tonne of wheat from farmers this
year, a goal that crucially hinges
on conducive weather amid
warnings of crop-damaging
heatwaves in the coming weeks.

The limit set for wheat pro-
curement, announced by food,
commerce and consumer affairs
minister Piyush Goyal on Thurs-
day, is substantial and largely in
line with previous levels, espe-
cially in the pre-Covid years
before a free food allocation
scheme was announced. 

Last year, state purchases
were abnormally low at 18 mil-
lion tonne, down nearly 58%
from the previous year after a
disastrous spell of heatwave cut
output by 2.5% to 106 million
tonne. In 2021, the government
bought nearly 43 million tonne.
This year the Centre’s require-
ment has come down because of

the discontinuation of the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana, the free food scheme. 

The target implies the govern-
ment expects a record wheat
output of nearly 111-112 million
tonne as projected. “It (the tar-
get) strikes a fine balance
between national food security
needs and trade, but weather is
the key factor,” said Abhishek
Agrawal of Comtrade. 

Goyal also asked states to set
up a massive network of centres
to purchase millets covering all
districts that grow them, which
will come handy in case there is
a weather shock to wheat. 

The Centre is required by law
to provide cheap grains to nearly
800 million people. This year
too, the Centre has proposed to
distribute grains free of cost. 

The country is watching out
for extreme weather after fore-
casts of high chances of heat-
waves this month through May
that could roil the farm economy
amid rising prices of staples. 

Govt sets 34mn-tonne 
wheat purchase target
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JAIPUR/BHARATPUR:  Rajasthan
chief minister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday expressed grief over
the murder of two Muslim men
from Bharatpur allegedly by
cow vigilantes from Haryana,
and said they were abducted
and taken to a police station in
Haryana, where they should
have been provided protection.

After meeting the families of
Junaid (35) and Nasir (27) —
whose bodies were found in a
charred vehicle in Bhiwani on
February 16 — Gehlot termed
the incident “barbaric”. 

He announced a relief pack-
age of ₹5 lakh each for families
of the two deceased. 

“The incident was heart-
wrenching... The way they were

Lal Khattar to take the incident
with utmost seriousness. 

“I spoke to the Haryana chief
minister, who assured that the
accused will be put behind the
bars. But despite so many days,
the accused couldn’t be caught,”
Gehlot said. “I want to appeal to
the Haryana CM to take this
incident seriously, as the entire
country is talking about it.” 

Those behind such incidents
should be sentenced to death,
Gehlot said. 

So far one person has been
arrested, while the police have
released names and photos of
eight others in connection with
the case. The FSL report has
confirmed that the charred bod-
ies and the blood stains found in
the SUV recovered from a cow
shelter in Jind in Haryana were
of Junaid and Nasir. 

{ BHIWANI KILLINGS }  

Gehlot meets family of 
victims, announces aid

gation (CBI) filed the charge
sheet in the case in December
2020. It said that the victim, who
hailed from the Valmiki caste,
was allegedly gang-raped by four
men from the Thakur caste on
September 14. The woman was
left partially paralysed after the

high court against the conviction.
“We will appeal in the high court 
against the conviction,” he added.

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, a senior UP government
official said the court verdict
“vindicated their stand.” 

The Central Bureau of Investi-

order in Allahabad high court, 
seeking stay on the order, and con-
viction for all four,” said the vic-
tim’s brother.

MS Pundheer, who represented
all the four accused men in court, 
said Sisodia was also innocent and
his family would appeal in the 

alleged assault. The victim was
rushed to a hospital in nearby
Aligarh town, where she also
recorded her statement. After
her condition deteriorated, she
was shifted Delhi’s Safdarjung
Hospital on September 28, 2020.

She succumbed to her injuries
the next day, triggering protests
by Dalit groups in Delhi and else-
where in the country. In the
early hours of September 30,
police drove the victim’s body
and family back to Hathras,
where the woman was forcibly
cremated at 2.30am, sparking
anger and allegations from
opposition parties that the
authorities were trying to bury
evidence. The incident sparked
nationwide protests, forced poli-
ticians to make a beeline for the
village, and prompted the state
government and the Supreme
Court to step in.

Her family members had
claimed that the cremation,
which took place well past mid-
night, was without their consent
and they were not allowed to
bring home the body one last
time. Days after the crime, the
state government constituted a
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
to probe the case, but the matter
was handed over to CBI on Octo-
ber 10. On October 27 that year,
the Supreme Court asked the
Allahabad high court to monitor
the probe.

Pawan Dixit
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LUCKNOW:  A special court in
Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras on
Thursday sentenced a 20-year-
old man to life imprisonment
but acquitted the three other
accused men of all charges,
marking yet another twist in the
sensational gang rape-and-mur-
der of a Dalit woman that
shocked the nation in 2020.

Special judge Trilok Pal Singh
sentenced Sandeep Sisodia, the
main accused in the case, for cul-
pable homicide not amounting
to murder and under the Sched-
uled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act. The Congress also imposed
a fine of ₹50,000 on him. But the
court acquitted him of murder
and rape charges. It also cleared
the other three men — Luv Kush
(23), Ravi (35) and Ramu Kumar
(26) — of all charges.

“As the victim was interacting
even after eight days of the inci-
dent, it cannot be stated that the
accused wanted to kill her…the
evidence doesn’t prove that she
was raped,” said judge Singh in a
167-page order.

Family members of the Dalit
victim said they will move the high
court, and added that they decided
to not immerse her ashes until all
four men are convicted. “We have
decided to challenge trial court’s 

September 14

A 19-year-old Dalit woman is 
raped, assaulted in Boolgarhi 
village in Hathras

  March 2
A local court in 
Hthras sentences 
the main accused 
Sandeep (20) 
to life imprisonment  
and acquits the 
other three 
 Ravi (35) 
 Luv Kush (23) 
 Ramu (26)September 19

The victim's statement is 
recorded at JNMC Hospital in 
Aligarh. She names one 
accused, who is arrested

The rape and murder of the 19-year-old UP woman 
triggered a political tussle and widespread outrage 

How case unfolded 

September 22

The victim’s dying 
declaration is recorded 
before the district 
magistrate. The 
woman names three 
more accused and all 
four are booked for 
gang rape and attempt 
to murder 

October 1
Section 144 of the 
CrPC is imposed in 
the village amid 
growing protests

October 13
The Allahabad high 
court notes that the 
hurried cremation of 
the woman ‘is prima 
facie an infringement 
upon the human 
rights of the victim 
and her family’ 

December 18
CBI files a charge 
sheet against the four 
accused for gang-rape 
and murder and under 
sections of SC/ST Act

September 29

The victim 
succumbs to her 
injuries at Delhi’s 
Safdarjung Hospital

October 11
CBI starts a probe 
into the case

September 30
The victim’s body is 
cremated in the 
dead of the night, 
with family alleging 
it was done without 
their consent  

2023

2020

October 1: HT 
reported that 
Uttar Pradesh 
Police forced the 
cremation of the 
19-year-old Dalit 
woman, 
triggering anger 
from locals and 
political rivals

Court sentences one to life term in 
Hathras case; 3 accused acquitted 

Arun Dev

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU:  The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party is likely to appoint sen-
ior leader BS Yediyurappa, who
has announced retirement from
electoral politics, as the chief of
its campaign committee for the
Karnataka assembly polls, party
functionaries said. 

The proposed move to make
Yediyurappa the face of the BJP
campaign for the upcoming

assembly polls is aimed at ensur-
ing the support of politically
dominant Lingayats, said a party
legislator. “An internal survey by
the party has highlighted anti-in-
cumbency against the Basavaraj
Bommai government,” he added,
requesting anonymity. 

“He is the only mass leader we
have (in the state) and there is no
doubt that he will lead the party
in the upcoming elections,” said
the legislator. “So, making him
campaign committee chief is the

obvious choice.” The final deci-
sion, the leader added, will be
taken by the high command.

Yediyurappa, who recently
celebrated his 80th birthday, has

appealed to the Lingayat com-
munity, which constitutes about
18% of the state’s population, to
continue its support to the BJP. “I
am voluntarily retiring from
electoral politics... I request the
Lingayat community to support
BJP and help it win,” he told
reporters on February 26.

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh, who inaugurated the
party’s “Vijay Sankalp Yatra” in
Belagavi district on Thursday,
said it was up to the people of

state to fulfil the Lingayat
leader’s dream of the BJP’s vic-
tory with a full majority. 

“When the son of this soil,
Yediyurappa resigned voluntar-
ily after serving the state for
long, it had to be respected.
When Yediyurappa decided to
quit as CM, PM Modi and the
entire parliamentary board
decided to make him a member
of the board,” said Singh, adding
that Yediyurappa’s service can
never be forgotten.

BJP may ask BSY to head poll campaign to woo Lingayats

BS Yediyurappa
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Spotlight g20 meetings 

India-China ties are at their 
lowest point following the  
Galwan clashes in 2020.            ANI

tions. On this occasion, we have
decided to elevate the India-Italy
partnership to the status of a
strategic partnership.” 

Modi said the two countries
have also decided to hold joint
exercises and training courses
between the armed forces on a
regular basis. He said that new
opportunities were opening up
in India in the sector of co-pro-
duction and co-development,
which can be beneficial for both

Narendra Modi with 
Giorgia Meloni.                                 ANI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi urged the G20 for-
eign ministers to set aside their
divisions and focus on the eco-
nomic and other challenges fac-
ing developing countries as they
gathered for a meeting in New
Delhi on Thursday under the
shadow of tensions over the
Ukraine conflict. 

Modi pointed to the theme of
India’s G20 presidency – One
Earth, One Family, One Future –
and said the meeting should
reflect the spirit of coming
together to achieve common
objectives instead of being over-
come by “deep global divisions”.

The G20 meet, however, was
unable to agree on a joint com-
munique as Western countries
and the China-Russia combine
were unable to agree on text to
describe the war in Ukraine. 

In a video message played
before the meeting, Modi said
the Indian G20 presidency’s
theme signals the “need for unity
of purpose and unity of action”.
“I hope that your meeting today
will reflect this spirit of coming
together, for achieving common
and concrete objectives.”

Modi, who made no direct ref-
erence to the Ukraine crisis,
noted the ministers were meet-
ing “at a time of deep global divi-
sions” and said that “it is but nat-
ural that your discussions are
affected by the geopolitical ten-
sions of the day”. He added, “We
all have our positions and our
perspectives on how these ten-
sions should be resolved. How-
ever, as the leading economies of
the world, we also have a
responsibility towards those
who are not in this room.” 

India has sought to push the
concerns of developing coun-
tries at the G20 platform, espe-
cially the impact of the Ukraine
crisis. “...the G20 has capacity to
...deliver concrete results. We
should not allow issues that we
cannot resolve together to come
in the way of those we can.”  

Modi also raised India’s long-
standing demand for reform of
global institutions, saying “mul-
tilateralism is in crisis today”
and noted that the architecture
of global governance created
after World War II was meant to
prevent future wars and to foster
global cooperation on common
interests. “The experience of the
last few years – financial crisis,
climate change, pandemic, ter-
rorism, and wars – clearly shows
that global governance has failed
in both its mandates. We must
also admit that the tragic conse-
quences of this failure are being
faced most of all by the develop-
ing countries,” he said. 

It’s time to set aside divisions, 
show unity of action, says PM

We have to 
continue to 
hold 

ourselves to 
our core values, 
including 
respect for 
human rights... 
which makes 
our democracy 
stronger 

— ANTONY BLINKEN, US secretary of state

I told the (Russian) 
minister what I and 
so many others said 

– end this war of 
aggression, engage in 
meaningful diplomacy that 
can produce a just and 

durable peace

— ANTONY 

BLINKEN, US 
secretary of state

The experience of 
the last few years 
– financial crisis, 

climate change, 
pandemic, terrorism, 
and wars – clearly 
shows that global 
governance has failed in 
both its mandates. We 
must also admit that the 
tragic consequences of 
this failure are being 

faced most of 

all by the 
developing 
countries

— NARENDRA 

MODI, PM

They (US and Russian 
ministers) had 
contact, there 

were no talks or 
full fledged meeting

— MARIA 

ZARKHAROVA, 
Russian foreign ministry 
spokesperson

Day 2: Meetings and bilaterals

From the G20 chair’s 
summary document

Global governance 
has failed: Modi

What all sides agreed on:
The world faces several challenges, 
including ‘climate change, pollution 
and biodiversity loss, economic 
slowdown, debt distress, uneven 
pandemic recovery, growing poverty 
and inequality, food and energy 
insecurity and global supply chain 
disruptions, aggravated by 
geo-political tensions and conflicts’.

Foreign ministers recognise the need 
to strengthen multilateralism, food 
and energy security, ambitious 
climate and environmental action, 
deepening cooperation on sustaina-
ble development, counter-terror-
ism, counter-narcotics, global 
health, as well as gender equality 
and women 
empowerment.

Not endorsed by 
Russia and China
The war in Ukraine has further 
adversely impacted the global 
economy. Most members strongly 
condemned the war in Ukraine and 
stressed it is causing immense 
human suffering and exacerbating 
existing fragilities in the global 
economy. Several condemned 
Russia’s actions and called on it to 
withdraw its troops from 
Ukraine.
It is essential to uphold 
international law and the 
multilateral system that 
safeguards peace and stability. 
The use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons is inadmissible. The 
peaceful resolution of conflicts, 
efforts to address crises, as well 
as diplomacy and dialogue, are 
vital. Today’s era must not be of war. 

External affairs minister S Jaishankar discussed 
global issues at a bilateral meet with Blinken.

India said ‘multilateralism 
is in crisis today’... the 
architecture of global 
governance created after 
World War II was meant 
to prevent future wars & 
to foster global coopera-
tion on common grounds.

US secretary of state Antony Blinken met briefly with Russian foreign 
minister Sergey Lavrov, in their first such encounter since the Ukraine war 

started in February last year.

As the G20 foreign ministers’ meeting in the national capital concluded on 
Thursday, a look at what transpired as leaders held two rounds of talks:

We spent 
maybe about 
45 minutes 

talking to 
each other; bulk 
of our talks, 
understan- 
dably, was about 
current state of 
our ties, which 
many of you 

have heard me describe as ‘abnormal’

— S Jaishankar, External affairs minister

Soon after meeting Blinken, Jaishankar went 
into a meeting with China’s Qin Gang.

(From left to right) Jaishankar 
with Turkey’s Mevlut Cavusoglu,  
Germany’s Annalena Baerbock, 
Saudi Arabia's Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al-Saud,  Indonesia’s Retno 
Marsudi (top) & WTO director-gen-
eral Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.          ANI/PTI

Russian foreign 
minister Sergey Lavrov

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The foreign minis-
ters of the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue or Quad will hold a
meeting in New Delhi on March
3 following Japanese foreign
minister Yoshimasa Hayashi’s
decision to go ahead with a visit
to India. 

Hayashi’s involvement in an
ongoing session of the Japanese
Parliament had prevented his
participation in the G20 foreign
ministers meeting. Japan sent
minister of state for foreign
affairs Kenji Yamada to repre-
sent the country at the G20 meet.

Hayashi is expected to travel
to New Delhi early on Friday.

Australian foreign minister
Penny Wong and US secretary of
state Antony Blinken were
already in New Delhi.

Besides their meeting early on
Friday, the Quad foreign minis-
ters are expected to participate
in a panel at the Raisina Dia-
logue, the external affairs minis-
try’s premier conference on geo-
politics and geo-economics, peo-
ple familiar with the matter said.

The external affairs ministry
said in a statement that the
meeting will be an opportunity
for the ministers to continue
their discussions held at their
last meet in New York in Septem-
ber. 

“They will exchange views on
recent developments in the Indo-
Pacific region and regional
issues of mutual interest, guided
by their vision of a free, open and
inclusive Indo-Pacific,” the state-
ment said.

The people cited above said
the Quad meeting will be an
opportunity for the foreign min-
isters to review the grouping’s
initiatives across the Indo-Pacific
in key areas. They are also
expected to discuss China’s
aggressive actions across the
region.

QUAD FOREIGN 
MINISTERS TO  
MEET TODAY

Rezaul H Laskar 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: US secretary of state 
Antony Blinken on Thursday told
Russian foreign minister Sergey 
Lavrov during their first interac-
tion since the start of the Ukraine 
war that Moscow should end its 
aggression and engage in diplo-
macy for “just and durable peace”.

The two leaders had an unex-
pected interaction of about 10 
minutes on the margins of the 
G20 foreign ministers’ meeting. 
Blinken told a media briefing that
he reiterated what many G20 
ministers had said at their closed-
door meeting: “End this war of 
aggression, engage in meaningful
diplomacy that can produce a just
and durable peace.” 

Blinken asked for “contact”
with Lavrov during the second 
session of the G20 meeting, Rus-
sian foreign ministry spokesper-
son Maria Zarkharova said. “They
had contact, there were no talks 
or full-fledged meeting.” 

A person aware of the matter
in India said the meeting was at 
the cultural centre in the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan and described the 
duration as “longish”.

Unnamed US officials were
quoted by The New York Times 
(NYT) as saying that Blinken and

arms control treaty from which it
recently withdrew, and that Rus-
sia should release Paul Whelan, 
an American citizen who has 
been wrongfully imprisoned. 

Blinken elaborated on his con-
versation at the media briefing. 
He referred to Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky’s 
10-point peace plan of last year 
and said: “The US stands ready to
support Ukraine through diplo-
macy to end the war on this basis.
President (Vladimir) Putin, how-
ever, has demonstrated zero 
interest in engaging, saying there
is nothing to even talk about 
unless and until Ukraine accepts 
‘the new territorial realities’ while
doubling down on his brutalisa-
tion of Ukraine.” He said he had 
also urged Russia to “reverse its 
irresponsible decision and return
to implementing the New START
Treaty which places verifiable 
limits” on the nuclear arsenals of
the US and Russia. Blinken also 
told Lavrov that “no matter what
else is happening in the world and
our relationship, the US will 
always be ready to engage and act
on strategic arms control”. Dur-
ing the ministers meeting held 
behind closed doors, Blinken 
joined other Western leaders in 
condemning Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine. 

{ AMID TENSIONS }  CHAT ON SIDELINES

Blinken, Lavrov meet 
for first time since war

Lavrov spoke face to face during 
the brief interaction on the mar-
gins of the G20 meeting domi-
nated by tensions over the 
Ukraine war. Blinken had told 
reporters accompanying on a visit
to Central Asia and India that 
there were no plans for meetings
between him and Lavrov and Chi-
nese foreign minister Qin Gang. 
Blinken and Lavrov had spoken 
only once on phone since the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine on Feb-
ruary 24 last year. They have 
attended several multilateral 
meetings but avoided any contact.

According to NYT, a senior US
state department official told 
reporters that Blinken made three
points to Lavrov – the US would 
continue supporting Ukraine in 
its defence against Russia “for as 
long as it takes”, Russia should 
rejoin the New START nuclear 

An Ukrainian serviceman 
rides a tank in Chasiv Yar in 
Donetsk region. REUTERS

Jaishankar said he and Qin
briefly discussed developments
within the G20 framework. “But
the thrust of the meeting was
really on our bilateral relation-
ship and the challenges in the
bilateral relationship, especially
that of peace and tranquillity in
the border areas,” he said. 

QUAD FOREIGN 
MINISTERS ARE 
ALSO EXPECTED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A 
PANEL AT THE 
RAISINA DIALOGUE

HT Correspondent 

htreproters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India and Australia
on Thursday signed a frame-
work mechanism for mutual
recognition of educational and
skill qualifications to ease the
mobility of students and profes-
sionals between the two nations.

The agreement was signed
following a bilateral meeting
between Union education minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan and
his Australian counterpart,
Jason Clare, who is on an official
tour to India till March 5.  

The Union education minis-
try, in a statement, said a task
force was accordingly set up
comprising senior officials of
education and skills ministries

and regulators on both sides. 
“It has come up with a com-

prehensive mechanism that cov-
ers both education and skill
qualifications of the two coun-
tries and will help facilitate two-
way mobility of young people for
education and employment pur-
poses by mutually recognising
various levels of education and
skill qualifications,” it said. 

Addressing the media, Prad-
han said: “The developments
today will create more opportu-
nities for two-way mobility,
empower citizens and pave the
way for making education the
biggest enabler in taking India-
Australia bilateral relationship
to greater heights and add vig-
our to realising shared aspira-
tions.”  

India, Aus sign deal to 
recognise qualifications

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: External affairs min-
ister S Jaishankar and US secre-
tary of state Antony Blinken on
Thursday discussed ways to
strengthen the bilateral strategic
partnership and joint efforts to
expand strategic technology and
defense industrial cooperation.

The two leaders met on the
sidelines of the G20 foreign min-
isters meeting, which was domi-
nated by tensions over the
Ukraine crisis. Blinken arrived in
New Delhi late on Wednesday
night after a visit to several Cen-
tral Asian states. 

There was no immediate
readout from the Indian side on
the meeting. Jaishankar said in a
tweet that his talks with Blinken
were an opportunity to “review
bilateral ties and discuss global
issues” but didn’t give details. 

The meeting assumed signifi-
cance in view of the continuing
US-China tensions and the drag-
ging military standoff between
India and China in the Ladakh
sector of the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC). 

US state department spokes-
person Ned Price said Blinken
and Jaishankar discussed ways
to strengthen the India-US stra-
tegic partnership. “They spoke
about shared efforts to elevate
and expand strategic technology
and defence industrial coopera-
tion, promote food, energy and
global health security, clean
energy transition, counter-nar-
cotics cooperation, and women’s
economic empowerment,” he
said.

Blinken and Jaishankar also
discussed how to mitigate the
global impacts of “Russia’s ille-
gal war in Ukraine”, bilateral
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,
the launch of the initiative on
Critical and Emerging Technol-
ogy (iCET) and regional issues,
Price added. 

Blinken told a media briefing
that he works closely with Jais-
hankar to elevate the strategic
partnership in concrete ways.

Jaishankar, Blinken 
hold talks on global 
issues, review ties

The US is supporting India’s very
ambitious G20 agenda while
also taking forward iCET, he
added. 

While responding to a ques-
tion on whether the US has con-
cerns about the status of democ-
racy and human rights issues in
India, Blinken said India and the
US, as the world’s two biggest
democracies, are committed to
an “enduring project” of striving
to form a more perfect union. 

“We have to work together to
show that our democracies can
actually deliver on our peoples’
needs, and we have to continue
to hold ourselves to our core val-
ues, including respect for univer-
sal human rights like freedom of
religion and belief, freedom of
expression and freedom of
assembly, which makes our
democracy stronger,” Blinken
said. 

The US side regularly engages
with Indian counterparts to
“encourage the Indian govern-
ment to uphold its commitments
to protect human rights” and
this issue also figures in most of
his conversations with Jais-
hankar, Blinken said. 

Blinken was also asked about
restrictions placed by India on
US and foreign NGOs and rights
organisations. He said the US
side has taken up these ques-
tions in the past and “discussed
the importance of NGOs and
civil society being able to func-
tion effectively and freely” in
both countries

US secretary of state Antony 
Blinken with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.                                  PTI

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  External affairs
minister S Jaishankar told his
Chinese counterpart Qin Gang
on Thursday that ties between
the two countries are “abnor-
mal” and the two sides have to
address “real problems”,
remarks that were made against
the backdrop of the nearly
three-year military standoff on
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC).  

This was Jaishankar’s first
meeting with Qin, a close aide of
President Xi Jinping, since he
was appointed foreign minister
last year. The two leaders met
on the margins of the G20 for-
eign ministers meeting, and

Jaishankar made it clear that
the fallout of the border ten-
sions on bilateral relations
dominated their talks. 

“We spent maybe about 45
minutes talking to each other
and the bulk of our conversa-
tion, understandably, was about
the current state of our relation-
ship, which many of you have
heard me describe as abnor-
mal,” Jaishankar told a media
briefing.

“And [that was] among the
adjectives that I used in that
meeting. There are real prob-
lems in that relationship that
need to be looked at, that need
to be discussed very openly and
candidly between us. That’s
what we sought to do today,” he
said. 

There was no immediate
readout from the Chinese side
on the meeting. 

People familiar with the mat-
ter said the bilateral meeting
afforded an opportunity to Jais-
hankar to convey the Indian
side’s thinking to Qin, who is on
his first visit to India. 

India-China relations are cur-
rently at their lowest point in six
decades following the brutal
clash at Galwan Valley in June
2020 that resulted in the death
of 20 Indian soldiers and at least
four Chinese troops. 

Jaishankar has repeatedly
said in recent months that only
the disengagement of frontline
troops on the LAC and the res-
toration of peace and tranquil-
lity in border areas can lead to

the normalisation of bilateral
relations. The Chinese side, on
the other hand, has called for
the border tensions to be put in
an “appropriate place” while
relations are taken forward in
other areas such as trade. 

India and China withdrew
troops from the two banks of
Pangong Lake, Gogra and Hot
Springs after more than two
dozen rounds of diplomatic and
military talks. However, they
have been unable to make
progress in other crucial fric-
tion points such as Depsang and
Demchok amid growing indica-
tions that the Chinese side has
ramped up the creation of mili-
tary infrastructure, roads and
bridges on its side of the LAC in
the Ladakh sector. 

Have to address real problems, India tells China

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  India and Italy have
decided to elevate their bilateral
ties to a strategic partnership,
opening a new chapter on
defence cooperation, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on
Thursday after holding compre-
hensive talks with his Italian
counterpart, Giorgia Meloni.

Meloni, who is on her first
visit to India after being elected
as Prime Minister last year, said
Italy was joining the Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative as the two
nations celebrate the 75th anni-
versary of bilateral relations.

Addressing reporters after
wide-ranging talks with Meloni,
Modi said: “This year India and
Italy are celebrating the 75th
anniversary of bilateral rela-

countries. He also invited Italian
defence companies to actively
participate in the government’s
flagship Make in India initiative.

Foreign secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra said the two
leaders agreed to expand coop-
eration in the field of space and
welcomed bilateral exchanges
and took stock of the wide poten-
tial of possible joint research
projects in areas such as remote
sensing, satellite communica-
tion, lunar exploration, gravita-
tional wave detection and practi-
cal applications of space technol-
ogy between ISRO and ASI Italy.

“With the legacy issues
behind us, the door is now open
for industries to cooperate more
strongly, particularly in the field
of manufacturing, co-produc-
tion, co-design and co-innova-
tion,” he said.

India, Italy elevate ties, announce defence cooperation

Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Italian Prime Minis-
ter Giorgia Meloni on Thursday
hit out at Russia over its ongoing
offensive in Ukraine, calling it
not just an act of war but against
the territorial integrity of a sov-
ereign nation and in violation of
principles of international order,
while reaffirming support to
Kyiv and cheering the spirit of
the Ukranian people.

In her keynote address at the
inaugural session of this year’s
Raisina Dialogue – a multilateral
conference that seeks to address

pressing global issues – Meloni
said, “I was in Kyiv last week,
and witnessed the hard reality
on ground. Russia’s attack is not
simply an act of war or a local-
ised conflict. It’s an act against
territorial integrity of a sover-
eign nation in violation of the
fundamental principle of global
order that enables the interna-
tional community to thrive.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was present at the session.

Meloni, the first woman PM of
Italy, said the ongoing war in
Europe was geographically dis-
tant from several parts of the
world where people were deal-

ing with their own hardships,
but she cautioned that this
should not overshadow the rele-
vance of what was at stake.

“We cannot allow the very
foundations of international law
to be threatened. Without which,
only military force would be
taken into account and every
state in the world would risk
being invaded by its neighbour,”
she said.

The 46-year-old leader said
the international community
could not sit idly in the face of
the provocation in Ukraine,
which threatened to undermine
stability across the globe.

Russia’s attack is not only an act of 
war but against global order: Meloni
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the council of states. “It will be 
noticed that the Council of States is
not the same as the House of the 
People within the meaning of Arti-
cle 326,” he said.

Justice Joseph, thus, proceeded
to “demystify” and “decode” Arti-
cle 326 to hold that a person 
becomes entitled to be registered 
as a voter if he or she is 18 and not
disqualified either under the 
grounds mentioned in the provi-
sion or by any other law. He also 
referred to the Representation of 
People Act to point out that every 
person whose name is included in
an electoral roll was entitled to 
cast their vote unless confined in a
prison or was of unsound mind.

The judge concluded that juxta-
posing Article 326 with other par-
liamentary laws would go on to 
show that every adult citizen of 
India, if not disqualified under any
other law, becomes entitled to be 
entered in the electoral roll. 

“Such person, as is indicated in
Article 326, indeed, has a right, 
which can be said to be a constitu-
tional right, which may be right 
subject to the restriction...Any 
other interpretation would whittle
down the grand object of confer-
ring adult suffrage on citizens,” 
held justice Jospeh, writing for 
himself and three other judges on
the bench.

He emphasised that restrictions
on the exercise of a right cannot 
dispute the existence of a constitu-
tional right, citing the fundamen-
tal right to free speech which is 
also subject to reasonable restric-

tions. “Could it be said that, in view
of the power to regulate the Fun-
damental Right, no right exists? 
Article 326 provides a constitu-
tional right, subject to restrictions
which the law provides for,” said 
justice Joseph. 

However, the judge added a
caveat that the bench need not 
finally pronounce on this aspect 
since another five-judge bench in 
the Kuldip Nayar Case has pro-
ceeded to hold that there is no con-
stitutional right.

At the same time, justice Jospeh
underscored that the top court in 
other judgments have held that 
holding of free and fair elections 
constitute a basic feature of the 
Constitution and also approved of
the view that the right to elect is 
fundamental to democracy. 

“Even if it is treated as a statu-
tory right, which, at any rate, can-
not be divorced or separated from
the mandate of Article 326, the 
right is of the greatest importance
and forms the foundation for a 
free and fair election, which, in 
turn, constitutes the right of the 
people to elect their representa-
tives. We would for the purpose of
the lis in question rest content to 
proceed on the said basis,” he said.

But Justice Rastogi, in his sepa-
rate but minority judgment, was 
direct in rejecting the view that the
right to vote is merely a statutory 
right. He said that although previ-
ous judgments of the Supreme 
Court adopted a restricted view of
the right to vote, it is time to 
declare this as a fundamental 

right. 
“There has been a conflicting

view on the status of the right to 
vote. This gives an opportunity for
us to authoritatively hold that the 
right to vote is not just a statutory 
right,” said justice Rastogi, lament-
ing that the constituent assembly 
was forced to drop the proposal to
define it as a fundamental right 
due to the opposition by a few 
Princely States.

“Seventy-five years after Inde-
pendence, we have the opportu-
nity to realise their absolute vision
by recognizing what they could 
not due to socio-political circum-
stances of their time...The right to
vote is an expression of the choice
of the citizen, which is a funda-
mental right under Article 19(1)(a).
The right to vote is a part of a citi-
zen’s life as it is their indispensable
tool to shape their own destinies 
by choosing the government they
want,” he added.

Justice Rastogi went to say: “We
therefore declare the right to vote
in direct elections as a fundamen-
tal right, subject to limitations laid
down in Article 326.”

While an authoritative declara-
tion is still to come on the issue, 
the judgment on Thursday opened
a crucial window for the nature of
the right to vote to be revisited by a
larger bench of the Supreme 
Court.

‘Weak-kneed person 
cannot be named EC’
A person, who is weak-kneed 
before the powers that be, cannot

2013, the top court denounced CBI
as a “caged parrot” and “its mas-
ter’s voice” after noting that the 
agency sleuths had shared the 
draft of a probe report with the 
then law minister, Ashwani 
Kumar, before submitting it in the
court. 

At that time, the bench, led by
justice RM Lodha, directed the 
Union government and the agency
chief to put on record proposed 
measures to make certain the 
agency and its chief are free from 
the control of the political execu-
tives.

Justice Lodha recalled the top
court’s 1997 judgment in the Vin-
eet Narain Case wherein the inde-
pendence of the CBI chief was 
linked to the procedure of his 
appointment and the security of 
his tenure for not less than two 
years. The court then held that the
CBI director shall be appointed 
from a panel of officers selected by
a committee headed by the Central
Vigilance Commissioner with the
home secretary and secretary (per-
sonnel) as members. The CVC Act
was amended in 2003 to provide 
the CBI director a secured tenure 
of at least two years in office. 

Ater the court’s reproach, the
Centre presented before the justice
Lodha-led bench in July 2013 a 
draft proposal to amend the Delhi
Special Police Establishment Act, 
1946, to change the manner in 
which the CBI director was 
appointed. 

As the government said the
appointment process was being 
revamped, the court decided to 
grant it some time, even as it 
directed for some immediate 

able to retain power in the state
on the basis of the work that was
accomplished in terms of eco-
nomic activities and empower-
ment of women in particular. 

“The BJP’s victory was
expected and our responsibility
has been increased with the
decisive mandate,” said Saha
who won his own seat against
Congress rival Ashish Kumar
Saha. 

The BJP showcased its peace
pact with the insurgent group
National Liberation Front of Tri-
pura (NLFT); the crackdown on
drug trafficking; and the overall
improvement in law and order
as accomplishments of its gov-
ernment in the  state where
electoral contest was perceived
as a battle between the right and
the communist ideology. 

“The government’s policy to
empower women by reserving
33% jobs in administrative and
judicial positions and 50% of the
seats and posts in local bodies
also helped BJP,” said a BJP
functionary who asked not to be
named. 

Responding to a  question on
whether Saha will continue as
the CM or minister of state Prat-
ima Bhoumik would be
announced as the first female
CM of the state, a fourth party
leader said the decision will be
taken by the party’s parliamen-
tary board. 

Meghalaya: The return of 
the partnership
The NPP improved its tally to 25

from the 20 seats it won in 2018,
falling short of majority in the
60-member assembly, but put-
ting itself in the driving seat in
terms of government formation.
Conrad Sangma, who will return
to power despite allegations of
anti-incumbency, corruption
and nepotism has an array of
options including renewing their
alliance with the party at the
Centre, or the UDP that won 11
seats. The BJP and the NPP
fought the elections on their
own. 

“I would like to thank the peo-
ple of Meghalaya for their sup-
port to NPP. The results are in
line with what we had expected
but it could have been better. We
will sit and talk with our legisla-
tors and discuss what to do,”
said Conrad Sangma. 

On Thursday evening how-
ever, North East Democratic
Alliance convenor and Assam
chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said that Sangma had
called Union home minister
Amit Shah and “sought his sup-
port and blessings in forming
the new government”. 

Late on Thursday, the BJP in
“A Letter of Support” to Conrad
Sangma for the institution of the
government, said the BJP and
NPP “shall work together and
alleviate our relationship in the
best interest of the state”.

Nagaland: The absence of 
an opposition
In Nagaland, where the election
was fought virtually without an

headquarters in Delhi. 
At an event in the party’s Cen-

tral Delhi HQ on Thursday even-
ing, BJP president JP Nadda
described Modi as the man who
brought peace and development
to the region and emphasized
the fact that he was the “first
PM to visit the North-East 50
times”. 

In Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio  is
set to be the chief minister for
the fifth time; in Tripura Manik
Saha of the BJP, CM for 10
months, may return after guid-
ing the BJP to a win. And in
Meghalaya, Sangma, whose
party has made significant gains,
has chosen to partner with the
BJP again. The parties, members
of the incumbent coalition gov-
ernment in the state, contested
the elections on their own. 

Union Minister Rajeev Chan-
drashekhar, who was part of the
BJP campaign in all three states,
said, “People of the north-east
especially in Tripura and Naga-
land which had incumbent BJP-
NDA governments have
resoundingly voted for the
party.” 

Tripura: The change that 
helped
In Tripura, the gambit to change
the chief minister ahead of the
assembly polls paid off  just as it
worked for the party in Gujarat
and Uttarakhand. In July 2022,
the party replaced  Biplab Deb
with Manik Saha as the CM. 

Party leaders said the BJP was

POLLS IN N-E STATES  a key reason for why there was no
consensus was Russia’s decision, 
led by Lavrov, to back away from 
certain positions it agreed to in the
Bali declaration, when the G20 for-
eign ministers, among other 
things, had held that “today’s era 
must not be of war”. 

Lavrov, people aware of discus-
sions said, appeared to be firm on
the red lines drawn by Moscow on
what concessions to offer at the 
G20 meeting, despite being in 
India, one of its strongest allies. 
The Russian foreign minister is 
believed to have communicated 
that the references to the war in 
Ukraine should not be part of the 
joint declaration.

The final “chair’s summary and
outcome document”, however, 
reflected some of the text of the 
Bali declaration with the caveat 
that Russia and China did not 
agree to portions in paragraphs 
three and four.

The meeting of G20 finance
ministers in Bengaluru last week 
had also failed to agree on a joint 
communique after Russia and 
China objected to the inclusion of 
text from the leaders’ declaration 
at the last G20 Summit on the war
in Ukraine. 

As with the chair’s summary
issued in Bengaluru, the outcome
document of Thursday stated: 
“Most members strongly con-
demned the war in Ukraine and 
stressed it is causing immense 
human suffering and exacerbating
existing fragilities in the global 
economy – constraining growth, 
increasing inflation, disrupting 

supply chains, heightening energy
and food insecurity, and elevating
financial stability risks.” It also 
noted that there were “other views
and different assessments of the 
situation and sanctions”. 

India has so far not publicly crit-
icised Russia’s actions, though 
Modi told Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin at a meeting last Sep-
tember that “today’s era is not of 
war”. 

“Prime Minister Modi said
today that we should not allow 
issues that we cannot resolve 
together to come in the way of 
those that we can and I think what
we saw today is a very good reflec-
tion of what the Prime Minister 
said – that is work and agreement
on a whole series of lines of effort 
that the G20 will take to address 
the issues of greatest concern to 
people around the world,” Blinken
said. 

People familiar with the matter
said discussions on a joint com-
munique – both at the G20 foreign
ministers’ meeting and at talks 
involving the sous sherpas of the 
member countries – ran into prob-
lems on several issues, including 
Russia’s call for an investigation 
into the sabotage of the Nord 
Stream pipeline last year. 

Blinken also spoke about con-
cerns that China is considering 
supplying arms to Russia. “Were 
China to engage in material lethal
support for Russia’s aggression or
were it to engage in the systematic
evasion of sanctions to help Rus-
sia, that would be a serious prob-
lem for our countries,” he said. 

urged, we did indeed focus more 
on what unites us than what 
divides us,” Jaishankar said. 

US secretary of state Antony
Blinken was more blunt while 
talking about the reasons why 
there was no consensus at the 
meeting on a joint declaration. 

“In the particular case of Rus-
sia’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine, you have virtually every-
one in the G20 signing on to what
had already been stated [at the last
G20 Summit] in Bali and the two 
holdouts, of course, were Russia 
and China,” he told a separate 
media briefing. 

Without naming China and
Russia, Blinken also said in the 
context of the need for multilateral
reforms that there were “two 
countries in particular” at the UN 
Security Council that “tend to 
block the attempted actions of the
council to address some of the 
most urgent global concerns”. 

Lavrov told the G20 foreign
ministers that Western represent-
atives derailed the meeting while 
trying to scapegoat Russia for their
own failings, disrespecting efforts
by host India to reach agreement 
on other issues. 

“I want to apologise to the
Indian presidency and to our col-
leagues from countries of the 
Global South for the obscene 
behaviour of some Western dele-
gations, which have turned the 
G20’s agenda into a farce,” Lavrov
was quoted as saying by TASS 
news agency. 

People aware of the matter said

DIVISION ON UKRAINE

be appointed as Election Commis-
sioner, emphasised the Supreme 
Court, adding that an Election 
Commissioner is answerable to 
the nation. 

“The people of the country look
forward to him, so that democracy
is always preserved and fos-
tered...A pliable Election Commis-
sion, an unfair and biased overseer
of the foundational exercise of 
adult franchise, which lies at the 
heart of democracy, who obliges 
the powers that be, perhaps offers
the surest gateway to acquisition 
and retention of power,” it said.

The court added that an inde-
pendent person cannot be biased.

“Holding the scales evenly, even
in the stormiest of times, not being
servile to the powerful, but coming
to the rescue of the weak and the 
wronged, who are otherwise in the
right, would qualify as true inde-
pendence,” it underlined. 

“Criminalisation of politics,
with all its attendant evils, has 
become a nightmarish reality. The
faith of the electorate in the very 
process, which underlies democ-
racy itself, stands shaken. The 
impact of ‘big money’ and its 
power to influence elections, the 
influence of certain sections of 
media, makes it also absolutely 
imperative that the appointment 
of the Election Commission, which
has been declared by this Court to
be the guardian of the citizenry 
and its Fundamental Rights, 
becomes a matter, which cannot 
be postponed further,” it further 
said.

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
ruling on Thursday to revamp the
selection mechanism for the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners has 
opened a new vista for the declara-
tion of the right to vote as a funda-
mental right. 

All the five judges on the bench
held the right to vote as a constitu-
tional right but four of them 
stopped short of issuing a judicial
declaration in this regard in defer-
ence to judicial discipline and pro-
priety. For, a bench of equal 
strength had 16 years ago said that
the right to vote is not a fundamen-
tal right but just a statutory right.

While justices KM Joseph,
Aniruddha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy 
and CT Ravikumar cited the 2006
judgment in Kuldip Nayar vs 
Union of India & Ors to exercise 
restraint against overruling a judg-
ment by a bench of coordinate 
strength, justice Ajay Rastogi 
remained emphatic that it is time 
for the Constitution bench to 
declare that the right to vote is a 
fundamental right. 

Nevertheless, the extensive dis-
cussion by the top court regarding
the nature and protection of the 
right to vote offers an insight into 
changing judicial norms and 
rekindles a debate on assigning 
this right an elevated status so as 
to protect it from interference in a
casual manner.

Writing for the majority, justice
Joseph examined the contours 
and interpretation of Article 326 of
the Constitution, which provides 
that the elections to the House of 
the People and to the legislative 
assembly of every state shall be on
the basis of adult suffrage. 

The provision states that every
person who is a citizen of India 
and is not less than 18 years of age
and is not otherwise disqualified 
under this Constitution or any law
made by an appropriate legisla-
ture on the ground of unresidency,
unsoundness of mind, offence or 
corrupt or illegal conduct, shall be
entitled to be registered as a voter
at any election.

Justice Jospeh noted that most
of the judgments which went on to
hold that the right to vote is not a 
fundamental right were either not
concerned with this point as the 
primary issue or were not dealing
with a challenge pertaining to a 
direct election such as a Lok Sabha
or an assembly election. 

In the Kuldip Nayar case, too,
justice Joseph noted, the question
that fell for the consideration of 
the court was the validity of a cer-
tain amendment relating to domi-
cile in a state for being elected to 

Verdict opens new vista for 
voting as fundamental right Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court 
judgment on a three-member col-
legium to appoint the chief elec-
tion commissioner (CEC) and elec-
tion commissioner adds to a list of
similar reforms that the apex 
court has ushered in to ascertain 
the institutional independence of 
various bodies, including the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The collegium that is to select
CEC and ECs has the same compo-
sition that selects the CBI director,
and the top court has once again 
put in place a mechanism that 
ensures participation of a non-po-
litical functionary – the Chief Jus-
tice of India, in the selection proc-
ess. 

In its 1996 judgment in the Vin-
eet Narain Case, the Supreme 
Court did not only order for grant-
ing statutory status to the Central 
Vigilance Commission, it also 
directed that the Central Vigilance
Commissioner shall be appointed
by a panel comprising the Prime 
Minister, Home Minister and the 
Leader of the Opposition. In this 
judgment, the court also directed 
that the CBI director shall have a 
minimum tenure of two years, 
leading to an amendment in the 
law in 2003. 

The appointment of the first
Lokpal in 2019 was also an out-
come of the top court consistently
keeping up the pressure on the 
government every step of the way.
The enforcement of the Lokpal Act
2013 remained suspended because
the amendments to replace the 
LoP with the Leader of the single 
largest Opposition Party remained
pending before the Parliament. It 
was only after a judgment by the 
top court in 2017 and subsequent 
proceedings in a contempt case 
that the government moved 
swiftly to amend the law and 
appoint country’s first anti-corrup-
tion ombudsman. 

While hearing the coal block
allocation scam cases in March 

administrative reforms within the
agency to make certain the probe 
is carried out by its officers with-
out external influences. 

In January 2014, the amend-
ment to the DSPE Act was notified
to introduce a panel comprising 
the Prime Minister, the Leader of 
Opposition, and the CJI for picking
the CBI chief. In November 2014, 
the Act was amended to state that
where there is no such LoP, then 
the Leader of the single largest 
Opposition party in Lok Sabha will
be a part of the panel.

In a raft of judgments, including
the Vineet Narain Case and the 
Prakash Singh Case (2006), the 
apex court has highlighted the 
need to insulate officials from the 
control of the Executive. “The per-
sonnel of the enforcement agen-
cies should not now lack the cour-
age and independence to go about
their task as they should, even 
where those to be investigated are
prominent and powerful persons,”
the court said in the Vineet Narain
Case. 

The impact of having the CJI as
one of the members of the selec-
tion committee for CBI became 
evident in May 2021 when the 
high-powered selection commit-
tee, led by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, dropped the names of 
two fancied contenders, Rakesh 
Asthana and YC Modi, both 1984 
batch IPS officer, for the post of 
CBI director. 

The then CJI, NV Ramana,
mentioned a 2019 Supreme Court
ruling on such appointments that
made it clear that no officer with 
less than six months left in retire-
ment should be appointed as a 
police chief. Both Asthana and 
Modi, who were believed to be 
close to the government and had 
substantial experience of working
in CBI, were ruled out alone on this
count since they did not have the 
residual tenure of six months. The
panel then zeroed in on a panel of
three officers, and later, Subodh 
Jaiswal was appointed the CBI 
director.

Past orders also aimed 

at institutional reforms

Deeksha Bhardwaj 
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NEW DELHI:  Former chief election
commissioners SY Quraishi, VS 
Sampath and Naveen Chawla wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to appoint a panel to pick 
future election commissioners.  

Election Commissioners are
appointed at the behest of the gov-
ernment by the order of the Presi-
dent. Chief election commission-
ers, by convention, are the most 
senior of the three  election com-
missioners, though this can be 
superseded. 

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day put in place a  selection mech-
anism to appoint the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) and 
Election Commissioners (ECs), in 
the absence of one,  ruling that a 
panel comprising the Prime Min-
ister, the Leader of Opposition 
(LoP), and the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) shall appoint them. A 
five-judge Constitution bench pre-
sided by Justice K M Joseph made
the ruling which is set to limit the 
government’s discretionary pow-
ers in making  the high-level

appointments till  Parliament 
passes a law.  “Purity of the elec-
tion process must be maintained 
to preserve democracy. Otherwise,
it would lead to disastrous conse-
quences,” said justice Joseph while
reading out the operative part of 
his judgment.

“It’s a very welcome judgment,”
Quraishi said. “This reform has 
been pending for over two dec-
ades, with even the law commis-
sion of India recommending it. It is
very important for the perception
of neutrality and non-partisanship
of the autonomous body that the 
Commission is.”

The Law Commission in its
255th report, submitted in 2015, 
recommended the appointment of
all the Election Commissioners, 
including the CEC, be made by the
President in consultation with a 
three-member collegium or selec-
tion committee, consisting of the 
Prime Minister; the Leader of the 
Opposition of the Lok Sabha (or 
the leader of the largest opposition
party in the Lok Sabha in terms of
numerical strength); and the Chief
Justice of India. 

“Elevation of an Election Com-

missioner should be on the basis 
of seniority, unless the three mem-
ber collegium/committee, for rea-
sons to be recorded in writing, 
finds such Commissioner unfit. 
Amendments should be made in 
the Election Commission (Condi-
tions of Service of Election Com-
missioners and Transaction of 
Business) Act, 1991 to reflect this,”
it recommended. 

Sampath concurred with Qurai-
shi. “The selection by a committee
will always be better than selection
by a government order. It is, 
indeed, a welcome decision.” 

Sampath added that the new
selection mechanism will  bring 
greater transparency to the selec-
tion process. “The very fact that 
the names under consideration 
will have to stand the scrutiny of 
the court and the opposition will 
also ensure better quality in the 
selection.”

Chawla  said several former
commissioners had pushed for 
this too. “They will no longer be 
dependent only on the executive 
but the judiciary and the opposi-
tion will have a stake in their 
appointment.”

‘Pending for 2 decades’: 
Ex-CECs welcome move

THE COLLEGIUM 
THAT IS TO SELECT 
CEC AND ECS HAS 
THE SAME 
COMPOSITION 
THAT SELECTS 
THE CBI DIRECTOR

P
It should not 
happen like CBI & 
CEC where, in spite 
of dissent, they pick 
their own 
names...
MALLIKARJUN 
KHARGE,  
Congress president

OPPOSITION PARTIES RESPOND

Will of the people 
prevails over the 
ill-fated attempts 
of the oppressive 
forces! 
MAMATA 
BANERJEE, 
West Bengal 

chief minister

This timely 
intervention by SC 
is crucial to protect 
the independence 
of ECI...
MK STALIN, 
Tamil Nadu chief 

minister      

The government’s 
control over the EC 
will end with the 
Supreme Court’s 
decision.
SANJAY 
SINGH, 
Aam Aadmi 

Party MP

The SC order 
Commissioner is 
important to 
safeguard 
democracy.
UDDHAV 
THACKERAY,  
Shiv Sena (UBT) 

president
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opposition, the NDPP-BJP com-
bine sailed comfortably past the
halfway mark winning 24 and 12
seats respectively in the
60-member assembly. The oppo-
sition space vacated by the NPF
that only contested 21 seats after
a majority of its leadership
including former chief minister
TR Zeliang merged with the
NDPP in May last year, was
occupied by smaller parties that
are based out of other states
such as the NPP that won five
seats, the NCP that won seven,
and the LJP (Ram Vilas) that
won three. The NPF that was the
single largest party in 2018 with
26 seats, won just two this time.

Party leaders said the Union
government and the state gov-
ernment’s welfare measures
blunted the opposition’s charge
that the party was anti-minori-
ties in the state where Christians
are about 87% of the electorate.
“The presence of a preacher
from the Naga Baptist Church at
PM Modi’s rally took the sting
out of the opposition’s attempts
to coalesce a front against the
BJP,” said a BJP leader who
asked not to be named. 

The election results also
marked a continued slide for the
Congress in the three states: it
won no seats in Nagaland,
dropped from 21 to five seats in
Meghalaya, and improved from
zero to three seats in Tri-
pura,although  its alliance with
the CPM could muster only 14
seats. There was also disappoint-
ment for the TMC that had cam-

paigned extensively in Tripura
and Meghalaya, drawing a blank
in the former and winning five
seats in Meghalaya. This despite
former chief minister Mukul
Sangma breaking away from the
Congress with 12 legislators in
November 2021 and joining the
TMC, which meant for the last 15
months of the Conrad Sangma
term, the TMC was the principal
opposition. 

“We thank the voters of
Meghalaya for reposing faith in
NPP again. The results are in line
with what we had expected but it
could have been better,” said
Conrad Sangma. 

The results indicate that the
Congress remains far from
recovering its lost ground in the
North East. In Meghalaya, the
last Congress CM (Mukul
Sangma) was in power till March
2018, and his exit in 2021 has
crippled the party. In Nagaland,
the Congress  was voted out in
May 2014 and in Tripura the
party has been out of power for
30 years, and even an alliance
with the CPI(M), which was in
power till 2018, couldn’t revive
its fortunes. 

Since the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment came to power in 2014,
the Congress party has  lost 41
assembly elections in 9 years.
The party’s poor performance in
the North East also puts a ques-
tion mark  over its  prospects in
the region  in next year’s
national election. The seven
states of NE India have a total of
25 Lok Sabha seats. 

The Supreme Court held that the right to vote is not merely a statutory or legal right, but also a constitutional right. ANI
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer, P.W. (North) Division, Dhule-424001
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 24 / 2022-2023

Online Tenders (e-tender) in “B-1” form for the 07 (Seven)
works are invited by the Executive Engineer, P.W. (North)
Division, Dhule, (Phone no. 02562-288763) on Government of
Maharashtra Electronic Tender Management System.
http://mahatenders.gov.in from any bidder who satisfy the
qualifying criteria and from the registered in appropriate class of
Public Works Department of Maharashtra State.

As per above tender notice, 07 (Seven) works, detail tender
information will be available at http://mahatenders.gov.in and
can be download from 03/03/2023 at 18:00 hrs. to 20/03/2023
at 17:45 hrs.

Prebid of work No. 1 to 6 on 14/03/2023 Time 12.00 Hours
in the office of the Chief Engineer, P.W. Region, Nashik &
Prebid of work No. 7 on 15/03/2023 Time 12.00 Hours in the
office of the Superintending Engineer, P.W. Circle, Dhule.
Opening of above work on 23/03/2023 Time 11.00 Hours
(If possible) in the office of the Superintending Engineer,
P.W. Circle, Dhule

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

DGIPR/2022-23/ROC 6498 P.W. (North) Division, Dhule

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
"e"-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com

1st corrigendum to Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 34 / 2022-23
The bid for the work :-"Construction of ROB on Jagatsinghpur � Jaipur
road in Lieu of L.C No.CP-29 (Chhapada) at road Ch.10.848 km on
Cuttack � Paradeep Railway Main line in the District of Jagatsinghpur
under State Plan." (Tender ID: 2023_EICCL_86018_1) invited vide Bid
Identification No. CE-WBP (O) � 34 / 2022-23 is hereby cancelled

Chief Engineer
World Bank Project, Odisha

OIPR - 34003/11/0079/2223

B-1316
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NEW DELHI: Observing that there
must be a decision one way or
the other, the Supreme Court on
Thursday pulled up the Union
government for the delay in tak-
ing a call over the mercy plea of
Balwant Singh Rajoana, who is
on death row in former Punjab
chief minister Beant Singh’s
assassination case.

“Either you accept it or reject
it, how can you keep sitting on
it? This is in direct breach of our
repeated orders,” a bench, led by
justice BR Gavai, told the Centre
after being informed that the
government is yet to decide on a
mercy petition filed 10 years ago
for the commutation of Rajo-
ana’s capital punishment to life
imprisonment. 

The bench, which included
justices Vikram Nath and Sanjay
Karol, took umbrage at the Cen-
tre’s indisposition to draw the

curtains on the mercy plea
despite several directives of the
court in the last two years. 

“On the face of it, this is con-
tempt of our orders. We will call
your home secretary and the CBI
chief. This court has repeatedly
said you have to take a decision
irrespective of pendency of
appeals by co-accused,” it told
additional solicitor general
(ASG) KM Nataraj, who repre-
sented the Centre. CBI was the
investigating and prosecuting
agency in the 1995 case.

The court’s strictures came
even as it reserved its verdict on

a petition filed by Rajoana in
2020 for commuting his punish-
ment in view of a communica-
tion issued by the Union minis-
try of home affairs in September
2019. 

In this letter, a decision was
communicated by the Centre to
the Punjab government for com-
muting Rajoana’s death sen-
tence to a life term, coinciding
with the 550th birth anniversary
of Guru Nanak Dev.

Senior counsel Mukul
Rohatgi, arguing for Rajoana
before the SC on Thursday, said:
“They have repeatedly defied the
orders of this court and their
own decision. But now, I am not
relying on their decision any
more. I am entitled under the
judgment of this court that
someone who is on death row
for 15 years is entitled to remis-
sion. He has been in jail for more
than 26 years.” 

The court reserved its order in
the matter.

SC raps govt for delay in taking 
call on Rajoana’s mercy petition

Balwant Singh Rajoana

tion to defer or delay necessary
assent as required on the bills
presented for assent. Any refusal
on the part of the Governor
including any delay will defeat
the parliamentary democracy
and the will of the people,” the
plea was quoted as saying by
legal news portal “Bar and
Bench”.

The petition highlighted Arti-
cle 163 of the Constitution, which
provides for a council of minis-
ters to assist and advise the gov-
ernor on all important matters
in a state.

“The Governor may assent or
may withhold assent in which
case the bill must be returned

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: The Telangana
government moved the Supreme
Court on Thursday seeking
directions to governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan to give her assent
to 10 key bills passed by the state
legislature that are pending with
her, people familiar with the
matter said. The petition, filed by
chief secretary Shanti Kumari, is
expected to come up before the
top court on Friday.

The chief secretary said that
the state government was forced
to approach the Supreme Court
under Article 32 due to the con-
stitutional impasse created on
account of the governor’s refusal
to act on several bills passed by
the state legislature. Article 32
gives citizens the right to
approach the top court when
their fundamental rights are vio-
lated.

“In a parliamentary democ-
racy the Governor has no discre-

together with the message
requesting that the houses will
reconsider the bill for any speci-
fied provision and will consider
the desirability of introducing
any such amendments as it may
recommend in his message. If
the bill is so returned, the houses
are required to reconsider
accordingly and once passed
with or without the amendments
so suggested and presented to
the Governor for assent, the Gov-
ernor shall not withhold the
assent,” it said.

The petition, therefore, added
that the failure of the governor to
comply with the constitutional
mandate must be declared as
“highly irregular, illegal and
against the Constitutional man-
date”.

The petition proceeded to list
ten bills pending with the gover-
nor since September 14, 2022.

A Raj Bhavan official refused
to comment on the matter, say-
ing it was not aware of the Telan-
gana government’s petition. 

Pending bills: T’gana 
moves SC against Guv

KOLKATA: At least 12 children
died from adenovirus infection
in state-run hospitals in West
Bengal in the past month, the
state health department said on
Thursday, adding that 5,213
cases with acute respiratory
infections have been reported in
the state over the same period.

The data was publicised in a
press note by the government,
which called the current situa-
tion a “seasonal surge", adding,
there is no evidence of a viral
epidemic and the number of ade-
novirus infections is dropping.

“The death of every child is
unfortunate. Underweight and
premature babies with comor-
bidities are mostly at risk. There
is nothing to fear. We have read-
ied as many as 5,000 beds and
600 doctors,” said chief minister
Mamata Banerjee, adding that
she had initially thought of clos-
ing down primary schools as the
virus is mostly affecting children
below the age of two. HTC

12 KIDS DIED FROM 
ADENOVIRUS IN 
WEST BENGAL IN 
ONE MONTH: GOVT

NEW DELHI: With an eye on
diversity and inclusion on the
bench, a three-member colle-
gium of the Supreme Court on
Thursday resolved to elevate a
woman lawyer with physical dis-
abilities and a lawyer from a
Scheduled Tribes community as
judges to the high courts of Guj-
arat and Gauhati, respectively.

While recommending advo-
cate Moxa Kiran Thakker for
appointment as a judge in the
Gujarat high court, the Colle-
gium headed by chief justice of
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chan-
drachud, said the “former
(Moxa) has been able to over-
come her physical disabilities
and her appointment would
bring greater inclusion to the
composition of the high court”.

In a separate resolution, the
collegium, also comprising of
justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
KM Joseph,  said, “The candidate
(senior advocate Kardak Ete)
belongs to ST. Besides his own
competence and standing, his
appointment will bring greater
diversity to the high court.” HTC

EYE ON INCLUSION, 
SC COLLEGIUM 
RECOMMENDS 2 
JUDGES FOR HCS

A RAJ BHAVAN 
OFFICIAL SAID IT 
WAS NOT AWARE OF 
THE TELANGANA 
GOVERNMENT’S 
PETITION

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL MANAGER, CTU & DIRECTOR
TRANSPORT UNION TERRITORY, CHANDIGARH

CORRIGENDUM
Refer to notice No. WB/DC(F&A)/CCBSS/2023/733, dated
25.01.2023 inviting e-tender for Supply, installation,
Commissioning & Comprehensive Maintenance of the
150 Passenger Information Screens (PIS) for 05 years in
Chandigarh City appeared in the leading newspapers and
also displayed on the website of this undertaking as well
as website of the Chandigarh Administration i.e. chdctu.
gov.in and https://etenders.chd.nic.in/ respectively. Due
to administrative reasons, the date of receiving of tender
is hereby extended from 02.03.2023 upto 1400 Hrs to
10.03.2023 upto 1400 Hrs and the date of opening of
Technical Bid is extended from 02.03.2023 at 1500 Hrs to
10.03.2023 at 1500 Hrs.

The other terms and conditions will remain same.

Deputy Controller (F&A)
For Divisional Manager CTU & Director Transport,

U.T., Chandigarh

dQ»»Fe IYüVF»F E½Fa CXôd¸F°FF d½FV½Fd½FôF»F¹F
DELHI SKILL AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP UNIVERSITY

(A State University Established under Govt. of NCT of Delhi Act 04 of 2020)
Head Office: DSEU Dwarka Campus (formerly known as Integrated lnstitute of

Technology) Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi – 110077
F.No. 21(1)/SEP/DSEU/2022/03 Dated: 01.03.2023

Advertisement No.- 02 (English Project)
Advertisement for Hiring of Human Resources under Spoken English Project
The Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University (DSEU) was established in August
2020 by the Government of NCT of Delhi to equip students with world-class skill
education to enable access to aspirational jobs and inculcate entrepreneurial
mindset and entrepreneurship. DSEU aims to create a win-win for the youth and
the industry by filling the existing gaps in training.
The University’s Short-Term Spoken English Project was launched in Sept 2022.
Under this project, approximately 9300 students have already been trained, and
approximately 4000 have been certified so far. The project is scaling up to train a
large number of students per year through multiple training centers across Delhi.
The Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University (DSEU) is looking for innovative
and dynamic professionals for the Spoken English Project, who desire to be
part of the team to implement the project at large scale and undertake various
activities related to this ambitious and important project.
Details of vacancies are as follows:

Sr. No. Vacancies Posts
1. Senior Manager 01
2. Consultants 02
3. Associate Consultants 02
4 Subject Matter Experts

• Information Technology - 01
• English - 01

02

5. Support Staff 01
The last date for applying for the above positions is March 17, 2023. For further
details please visit https://dseu.ac.in/work-with-us

Ashwani Kumar Kansal
DIP/Shabdarth/0638/22-23 (Registrar, DSEU)

Delhi Cantonment Board
NOTICE FOR ENGAGEMENT/EMPANELMENT OF SPECIALISTS/

SENIOR RESIDENTS/GDMOs

Applications are invited for Engagement/Empanelment of Specialists/Senior
Residents/GDMO (as specified) on contractual basis at the Cantonment
General Hospital, Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt-10. For details & application
form, please visit https://delhi.cantt.gov.in/recruitment/.
No. DCB/CGH/2023/ Sd/-
Office of the Cantonment Board Chief Executive Officer
Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt. Delhi Cantonment Board

AFBÊXAFSXBÊXE»F (BaXdOX¹FF) d»Fd¸FMZXOX
IREL (India) Limited

(A Govt. of India Undertaking - Department of Atomic Energy)
Manavalakurichi, Tamil Nadu, E-mail: purchase-mk@irel.co.in

An ISO 9001, 14001 & 45001 Unit, Phone: 04651-200402
CIN: U15100MH1950GOI008187

Ref: MK/P.ADVT/2022-23/12 Date: 16.02.2023
TENDER NOTICE

IREL Manavalakurichi Unit invites “Request For Proposal’’ for the following service:

Tender No. Description
GEM/2023/B/3128005 Hiring of 1 No. Front End Loader of 3 M3 of bucket capacity

with 5 ton operating weight

Bidder may download tender document from https://gem.gov.in, https://www.irel.
co.in and CPPP website.
Any corrigendum/extension to above tender shall be hosted in above websites only.

CBC 48129/12/0094/2223 Sd/- CGM & Head. MK/¸Fb£¹F ¸FWXF´Fi¶Fa²FIY E½Fa ´Fi²FF³F, E¸FIZY

IYF¹FFÊ»F¹F ´Fi²FF³FF¨FF¹FÊ E½Fa d³F¹FaÂFIY, OXFG0 ÀF¸´Fc¯FFÊ³F³Q AF¹Fbd½FÊÄFF³F ¸FWXFd½FôF»F¹F E½Fa
ÀFa»F¦³F d¨FdIY°ÀFF»F¹F ÀF¸FcWX, ªFû²F´FbSX

IiY¸FFaIY: ERY.6()/·F¯OXFSX/AF¸Fd½F/ªFû/2022-2023/6147-50 dQ³FFaIY: 22.2.23
d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF (BXÊX-d³Fd½FQF ÀFa. 25/2022-23)

OXFG0 ÀF¸´Fc¯FFÊ³F³Q AF¹Fbd½FÊÄFF³F ¸FWXFd½FôF»F¹F E½Fa ÀFa»F¦³F d¨FdIY°ÀFF»F¹F ÀF¸FcWX ªFû²F´FbSX ¸FZÔ (´FF½FMXF dªF»FF AÀ´F°FF»F) CX´F¹Fû¦F WZ°Fb
d½Fd·F³³F CX´FIYSX¯FûÔ IZY IiY¹F IZY d»FE BX¨LbXIY d³Fd½FQFQF°FFAûÔ ÀFZ d³Fd½FQFEa dQ³FFaIY 27.02.2023 (CX´FIYSX¯F ÀFa.
1,6,7,19,20,27,29,36,37,42 AüSX 43), 25.02.2023 (CX´FIYSX¯F ÀFa. 2,3,4,5,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,
17,18,21,22,23,24,25,26,28,30,31,32,33,34,35,38,39 ½F 40 AüSX 44) E½Fa 02.03.2023 (CX´FIYSX¯F
ÀFa. 16 AüSX 41) IYû ÀFF¹Fa 05.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`ÔXÜ d³Fd½FQF IYF A³¹F d½F½FSX¯F £FSXeQ ´FûMXÊX»F
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ½F SXFª¹F »FûIY CX´FF´F³F ´FûMÊX»F http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in E½Fa d½F·FF¦Fe¹F
½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX https://education.rajasthan.gov.in/dsmcjodhpur# ´FSX QZ£û ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`aXÜ
UBN Number:-
SMC2223GLOB00641, SMC2223GSOB00642, SMC2223GSOB00643,
SMC2223GSOB00644, SMC2223GSOB00645, SMC2223GLOB00646,
SMC2223GLOB00647, SMC2223GSOB00648, SMC2223GSOB00649,
SMC2223GSOB00650, SMC2223GSOB00651, SMC2223GSOB00652,
SMC2223GSOB00653, SMC2223GSOB00654, SMC2223GSOB00655,
SMC2223GLOB00656, SMC2223GSOB00657, SMC2223GSOB00658,
SMC2223GLOB00659, SMC2223GLOB00660, SMC2223GSOB00661,
SMC2223GSOB00662, SMC2223GSOB00663, SMC2223GSOB00664,
SMC2223GSOB00665, SMC2223GSOB00666, SMC2223GLOB00667,
SMC2223GSOB00668, SMC2223GLOB00669, SMC2223GSOB00670,
SMC2223GSOB00671, SMC2223GSOB00672, SMC2223GSOB00673,
SMC2223GSOB00674, SMC2223GSOB00675, SMC2223GLOB00676,
SMC2223GLOB00677, SMC2223GSOB00678, SMC2223GSOB00679,
SMC2223GSOB00680, SMC2223GLOB00681, SMC2223GLOB00682,
SMC2223GLOB00683, SMC2223GSOB00684
Dipr/c/3170/2023 ´Fi²FF³FF¨FF¹FÊ E½Fa d³F¹FaÂFIY
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P
olitics in Meghalaya has always been
defined by deep ethnic, sub-national
and interpersonal fault lines. The state
comprises three distinct hill regions

known after dominant indigenous communi-
ties — the Khasis, the Jaintias and the Garos.
The state, which came into existence in 1972,
has 29 assembly seats in the Khasi Hills, seven
in the Jaintia Hills and 24 in Garo Hills. There
are some common strands between the Kha-
sis and the Jaintias, but the Garos are ethni-
cally and linguistically different. Even during
the British rule, indigenous tribes enjoyed
considerable autonomy under their own tra-
ditional social and political institutions. But
against their wishes, on the eve of Independ-
ence, the hills were made part of the compos-
ite state of Assam. Not satisfied with
the autonomy guaranteed to them,
the hill groups fought for a separate
state. Initially, the All Party Hill
Leaders’ Conference (APHLC),
which fought for the separate state,
enjoyed the support of all three com-
munities. But after the formation of
Meghalaya, ethnic and sub-regional
differences asserted again, and aug-
mented by elite competition for power, state
politics became fragmented and unpredicta-
ble since 1976. Only the Congress had a pres-
ence in all three regions, and ethnic and
regional parties were confined to particular
regions. No non-Congress chief minister (CM)
could complete a full term. 

The 2023 results, though, may mark a
break. Conrad Sangma not only became the
first non-Congress CM to complete his five-
year term but is also tipped to return to
power. His National People’s Party (NPP)
managed to expand its base from its tradi-
tional stronghold of the Garo Hills to gain a
toehold in the other two regions. That it could
do so despite a messy break-up of the Meghal-
aya Democratic Alliance (MDA) weeks before
the polls, and a volley of corruption charges
hurled at him, is exceptional. 

The election season had begun with poll-
sters predicting a close contest between Con-
rad Sangma and his rival, former CM Mukul
Sangma, who left the Congress and joined the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) in 2021. The move
no doubt marginalised the Congress, but it
did not help Mukul Sangma or his new found
party. The TMC ended up with just five seats
— four from the Garo Hills and one from the
Khasi Hills. The Congress, which lost all its
stalwarts to other parties, was never in the

race, and its electoral misery was exemplified
by Santa Mary Shylla, a little-known NPP can-
didate, defeating Vincent Pala, the state chief
and sitting Member of Parliament from Shil-
long, in Sutnga-Saipung. The big beneficiary
of this fractious battle in the Garo Hills
appeared to be the United Democratic Party,
once a part of the MDA, which quietly consol-
idated its base in the Khasi Hills and got 11
seats. The BJP ended up with two. 

In a state where ethnicity, sub-nationalism
and personality-based politics dominate, cap-
turing the support of all three hill regions is
difficult. The NPP ensured that its traditional
base remained intact and the anti-incum-
bency vote is divided between a raft of parties.
In the campaign, Conrad Sangma used his

positive image as a young, educated
and amiable leader to contrast his
persona from that of his counter-
parts  —  especially the more bellig-
erent Mukul Sangma. Some of the
development and welfare initiatives
he initiated were also popular. He
knew he had an advantage in the
Garo Hills, his traditional bastion.
But he also picked off leaders in

Khasi and Jaintia Hills from the Congress and
regional outfits — an astute move in a society
where party ideologies and affiliations often
pale in the face of interpersonal and commu-
nity relations. Leaders, therefore, need to be
locally entrenched. 

The final tally shows the NPP is within
striking distance of forming the government,
and Conrad Sangma is set to join hands with
the BJP and local outfits. He will still face
challenges. He cannot escape the charges of
corruption and inefficiency. Some sections
continue to oppose the Assam-Meghalaya
border agreement he signed. Some continue
to accuse him not being active enough during
the tragedy at Mukroh village last year. And
the rise of new outfits such as the Voice of
People’s Party in the Khasi-Jaintia regions
show that sections of the people are dissatis-
fied with the political mainstream. 

But in expanding the influence of one party
across all three regions of the state for the
first time in a generation, and winning back
power, Conrad Sangma has done what even
his illustrious father, former speaker PA
Sangma, couldn’t achieve. 

H Srikanth is professor, department of political

science, Northeastern Hill University, Shillong

The views expressed are personal

In Meghalaya, Conrad 
bridges old fault lines 

H Srikanth

and 2008 assembly elections, it won approx-
imately 36% votes, which was reduced to
25% in 2013. After that, there was a bigger
drop in the party’s seat share from 21 in the
60-member House to eight seats. By 2018,
the Congress was on the ropes. It contested
only 18 seats and won 2% of the popular
vote. Other parties now have taken over the
Congress space in Nagaland politics — the
two Naga People Front’s factions have
become opposing poles, with the BJP
emerging as an important player in its own
right. 

These developments indicate that the
prospect of any oppositional coalition at the
national level with the Congress as the
nucleus is likely to face significant hurdles.
There is a variation in nature and incentives
for these state-level formations to join an
Opposition front. Some regional parties

have no problem with the Congress
— such as the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha and Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in Tamil Nadu. In both
these states, the Congress remains
the junior ally in the government.
The Nationalist Congress Party and
Uddhav Thackeray’s party in Maha-
rashtra can also be counted among
such outfits. Then there are parties,
such as the Janata Dal (United) and
Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar, will-

ing to join the Congress coalition, but with
some conditions. And, of course, there are
hostile parties such as the Aam Aadmi Party
or the Trinamool Congress that remain
opposed to the Congress taking the leader-
ship role in any such formation. Moreover,
the Biju Janata Dal in Odisha, Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi in Telangana and YSR Congress
in Andhra Pradesh remain lukewarm, and
don’t want a resurgent Congress on their
turf.

But the bigger question is — does the Con-
gress coalition experiment result in signifi-
cant gains? In Bengal, with the Left, it did
not. In Tripura, again with the Left, it did
not. In Karnataka, with the Janata Dal (Sec-
ular), it did not. In Uttar Pradesh, with the
Samajwadi Party, it did not. Mere days after
the party pitched a 2004-like strategy of
stitching together broader coalitions as a
key prong of its national revival strategy at
its recent plenary in Raipur, this must ignite
introspection. 

The fragmentation of the Opposition
space is a systemic feature of dominant
party systems and it requires immense
energy and existential factors to bring
diverse parties under one umbrella. As of
today, the possibility of an all-India coalition
in 2024 with the Congress as the fulcrum
looks like a pipe dream. 

This is a classic negative loop situation.
As the Congress recedes from one state after
another, other parties become suspicious of
its ability to add electoral heft. But the
absence of alliances, the party feels, stalls its
recovery strategy. Ultimately, the Congress’s
shrinking position is debilitating its strategy
options. Can the party reverse the trend in
forthcoming elections in Karnataka, Chhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan? It’s
an uphill road ahead. 

Rahul Verma is with the Centre for Policy

Research (CPR), New Delhi
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cific alliances have driven the BJP’s
growth in each state. In Nagaland, for
example, with the NDPP; in Tripura
with the Indigenous People’s Front of
Tripura; and in Meghalaya, earlier
with United Democratic Party, Peo-
ple’s Democratic Front and the Hill
State Democratic Party. And three, a
robust development and funding
narrative. PM Modi, who visited the
North-East over 50 times in the last
four years, has in his political out-
reach in the region, repeatedly
accused previous Congress govern-
ments of “using the North-East like
an ATM”. In contrast, he portrayed
his approach of seeing the region as
an Indian “growth engine.” Akin to,
as he put it, “Ashtlakshmi” (eight
forms of the Goddess Lakshmi). This
political framing is based on signifi-
cantly increased government spend-
ing in recent years. Approved central
spending on regional schemes
amounts to ₹12,882.2 crore for the
balance period of the 15th Finance
Commission (2022-23 to 2025-26).
Most recently, PM-DevINE (Prime
Minister’s Development Initiative for
North East Region) earmarked
₹6,600 crore between 2022-23 and

2056-26. Similarly, for the railways,
₹51,019 crore has been spent since
2014. Government data shows that
for the railways, in comparison to the
average annual budget allocation of
₹2,122 crore during 2009-14, during
the past eight years, there was a
370% increase in average annual
budget allocation. 

Overall, the BJP emerged as the
single-largest party in the North-East
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, winning
14 of 25 Lok Sabha seats in the
region, with 33.7% vote-share. Now,
as we head into the 2024 national
elections, the BJP (with about 50
seats) has won six times more con-
stituencies than the Congress (which
was in single digits) in the three
states that saw elections. For PM
Modi’s BJP, it sets the tone for
upcoming polls in other states. It also
means that it will be looking to fur-
ther increase its North-East tally in
the big national contest next year. 

Nalin Mehta is dean, School of Modern

Media, UPES and the author of The New

BJP: Modi and the Making of the World’s

Largest Political Party
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who visited the North-East over 50 times in 
the last four years, views the region as an Indian growth engine PTI

W
hat do the assembly election
results of the three northeast-
ern states — Nagaland, Tripura
and Meghalaya — mean for

larger national politics? Since these states
account for only five seats in Parliament, it
is unsurprising that the poll process
received far less attention than it deserves.
But the results merit deeper scrutiny
because the socio-demographic fault lines
of these states differ sharply, and they have
different political trajectories, including
armed insurgency. Thus, except that incum-
bent governments are likely to return to
power in all three states, a single factor as
an explanation will not suffice. 

Much like the rest of India, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) continues to expand its
presence, and the Congress cannot arrest its
decline. The BJP had a negligible presence
in these states before the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections. Since then, it has
used several strategies — accom-
modating social and political elites,
alliances with regional parties, and
massive outreach programmes —
to gain ground. As a result, the BJP
and its allies have returned to
power in Tripura, albeit with a
reduced margin and will be part of
the next government in Nagaland
and Meghalaya. 

For the Opposition, though, the results
hold more significant takeaways — and not
all are pleasant. The Congress has shrunk
further, and new players have emerged in
these states. Despite the positive bump in
the popularity of Rahul Gandhi, there has
been no drastic improvement in the Con-
gress’s ability to win elections. 

It is true that the Congress was in Opposi-
tion in Tripura since 1993, but its vote share
hovered between 33% and 38%, and the
party always won seats in double-digit in
the 60-member House. However, the party’s
vote share came down to 7% with no seats in
the 2018 assembly elections. The party con-
tested in alliance with the Left Front this
year, but there appears to have been no sig-
nificant improvement. Former Congress
state president Pradyot Bikram Manikya
Deb Barma’s Tipra Motha Party, on the
other hand, managed a strong showing,
proving once again how the perceived indif-
ference of the national leadership may be
hurting the party in key states, sapping it of
already depleted energy. 

A similar high-level defection in Meghal-
aya weakened the Congress. Meghalaya’s
politics has been unstable compared to the
other northeastern states. This is because
no party has gained a hold over three dis-
tinct parts of the state: Garo, Khasi and Jan-
tia. Despite the fracture produced in the
Congress’s social coalition in 1998 by the
parting of former Lok Sabha speaker Purno
Sangma, the Congress ruled the state for a
majority of the years between 1998 and
2018. Mukul Sangma, the chief minister
from April 2010 to March 2018, joined the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) in 2021, with no
apparent attempt from the Congress to keep
in the party. The result is there for everyone
to see. The TMC has risen in state politics
from nowhere, and the Congress may get
pushed to the fifth spot. 

In Nagaland, the Congress, which ruled
the state between 1993 and 2003, has again
been reduced to the margins. In the 2003
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SC ruling on ECI 
marks a new era

What the North-East 
poll results reveal 

T
he outcome of elections in the North-East has
always had a symbiotic relationship with the
political dynamics at the Centre — the party in

charge of the Union government always starts with 
an edge in these states, given their economic, 
infrastructural and developmental dependence. The 
results of the elections in three northeastern states 
announced on Thursday followed the same patterns, 
with some region-specific takeaways. In Tripura, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its ally, the 
Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura, appeared set to 
retain power, beating the Left-Congress alliance and 
the Tipra Motha Party, which impressed on debut. In 
Nagaland, the National Democratic Progressive 
Party and the BJP crossed the majority mark. And in 
Meghalaya, the National People’s Party appeared 
within striking distance of forming a government, 
with former allies United Democratic Party putting 
in a strong performance, and the Trinamool 
Congress and the Congress underperforming. 

The wins, though slimmer in margin than what 
many had predicted, will be welcomed by the BJP in 
a region where demographics and local dynamics 
didn’t offer a conducive environment for its usual 
brand of politics. The wins mark a consolidation of 
the inroads it first made in the region in 2018 and 
will give more credence to its claim of being a pan-
India party. It will ring as an endorsement of the 
time and political capital invested by the top 
leadership, led by the Prime Minister, in a region 
often ignored for its lack of electoral heft. But it will 
also show that anti-incumbency, emotive campaigns 
and smart Opposition strategies can still keep polls 
competitive. It’s now over to Karnataka. 

I
n a landmark verdict, the Supreme Court (SC) on
Thursday set the contours of the selection of the
people who oversee the largest democratic 
exercise in the world. A unanimous order by a

five-judge Constitution bench said that a panel 
comprising the Prime Minister (PM), the Leader of 
Opposition (LoP), and the Chief Justice of India (CJI), 
shall appoint election commissioners (ECs) and the 
chief election commissioner (CEC) until Parliament 
brings in a law in this regard. The verdict attempts to 
plug a gap created by the silence of the Constitution 
on the mechanism to pick ECs and CEC, and an 
absence of rules and a framework governing the 
process. Under Article 324(2) of the Constitution, the 
President is empowered to appoint them on the aid 
and advice of the PM and the council of ministers, 
“subject to the provisions of any law made on that 
behalf by Parliament”. However, with no such law in 
force, CEC and ECs were appointed by the PM and 
the council of ministers under the seal of the 
President. The rules for such appointments were 
also silent on the qualification of a candidate. This 
sparked a batch of petitions that argued that such an 
ad-hoc process compromised the integrity of the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) and only a 
neutral selection panel could shield it from 
interference. The SC appears to have concurred.

While suggestive of judicial overreach, the order is
still an important moment. By putting in place a 
system, the SC has implied that the current model of 
selection is untenable and results in a culture where 
prospective candidates may be beholden to the 
executive. It has argued for fairness and 
transparency. Technically, the government can bring 
in an ordinance or push through a law that can 
override this order. But, as the now established 
process of selecting the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) chief shows, once the SC lays 
down guiding principles, it is difficult for a law to 
override it. Therefore, any new law will likely have to 
stand the test of the spirit of independence as 
interpreted by the SC. To be sure, the selection 
process has not entirely addressed concerns about 
CBI’s functioning, indicating that there is no 
substitute for structural and institutional reform. 

In 1950, the country’s founders set up ECI to 
oversee the nation’s first general elections, and act as 
the spine of the world’s most fascinating democratic 
experiment. At a time when ECI has come under 
criticism from Opposition parties for seemingly 
partisan actions, the top court’s ruling opens a new 
era — for the body, and for democracy in India — but 
only if carried to its logical denouement.

N
arendra Modi’s election
as Prime Minister (PM)
in 2014 presaged the
most dramatic align-
ment of political power
equations in India’s

northeastern states since Independ-
ence. Until 2016, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) had never been elected to
power in any of the region’s eight
states. It had not even finished as the
second-best party in an electoral con-
test in any of these states — whether
in national or assembly polls. Yet, by
2023, it held office in six of eight
northeastern states. Four of them on
its own steam, with BJP chief minis-
ters (CMs) heading multi-party coali-
tions: Tripura (2018 and 2023),
Assam (2016 and 2021), Arunachal
Pradesh (2016 and 2019) and Mani-
pur (2017 and 2022). Outside of the
local politics of Agartala, Kohima
and Imphal, the results of the latest
assembly elections indicate that the
processes that drove this wider ref-
raming of the regional political
chessboard over the last eight years
have deepened and taken greater
root. This has significant implica-
tions for national politics as we head
into the 2024 election. 

In Tripura, the BJP did not even
have a councillor-level elected repre-
sentative before the 2018 assembly

polls and won zero seats in 2013 with
1.5% votes. In 2018, when it swept out
the Left, which had ruled Agartala
continuously for over two decades,
the party’s rise could have been seen
as a black swan event. Five years
later, and despite changing its CM
less than a year ago, it has retained
the state after trouncing a once-un-
thinkable Left and Congress alliance.
While the Tipra Motha’s rise indi-
cates a shift in a section of the state’s
tribal voters, the fact that the BJP
won 39% vote-share in a state where
it was non-existent until 2018, is a
good indicator of the deeper shift in
the polity. 

In Nagaland, where the
BJP was a junior partner in
the previous government,
the party has replicated its
previous tally and increased
its vote share to 18.9% in a
clear majority for the
Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP)-BJP
alliance. In Meghalaya,
where the BJP was allied
with Conrad Sangma’s rul-
ing National People’s Party until just
before elections, it has replicated its
previous performance.   

What is the wider political mes-
sage of these poll results? First, they
legitimately allow the BJP to claim
that it is more than a Hindi-Hindu
party, and thus the national inheritor
of the Congress’s old mantle as the
only pan-Indian party. 

As much as 87.9% of Nagaland is
Christian. So is 74.5% of Meghalaya.
Most are from tribal communities.

As is about one-third of Tripura. In
2018, after its first big successes in
the North-East, Amit Shah emphati-
cally declared that “the taunt about
us that the BJP is not an akhil-Bhar-
tiya [all-India] party has been proved
wrong. We now have an MP in
Ladakh. We govern in Kohima and
we also govern in Kutch. The North-
East victories have brought the all-
India character of the BJP in front of
the whole world.” Five years later,
that claim has been strengthened
further. 

Second, these results underscore
the continuing electoral retreat of the
Congress from states it dominated

for decades. The BJP
acquired a permanent
address in the region
through a differentiated
political strategy. This var-
ied greatly from its imagery
in north India and the Hindi
heartland. The new BJP,
under Modi, basically
advanced in the North-East
due to three broad reasons.
One, mergers and acquisi-

tions. Like a corporation looking to
expand into new areas, the BJP
focused on looking at the competi-
tion and acquiring as much rival tal-
ent as possible. Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma, convenor of the North-
east Democratic Alliance coalition, is
the foremost example of this
approach. But he exemplifies a wider
trend. Overall, over 50% of all BJP
ministers in the northeastern states
had earlier served in other parties.
Two, strategic alliances. State-spe-

BJP’s N-E triumph 
is a remarkable feat
PM Modi’s push and 3 
key strategies helped the 
party win over a region it 
once had no presence in
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Wayne Shorter, 
icon of jazz 
saxophone, dies 
aged 89

NEW YORK:  Wayne 
Shorter, one of 
America’s greatest jazz 
saxophonists whose 
career spanned bop, 
fusion and more, died 
in hospital in Los 
Angeles, aged 89. An 11-
time Grammy award 
winner, Shorter was a 
central force in three of 
the 20th century’s great 
jazz groups—Jazz 
Messengers, the Miles 
Davis Quintet, and 
Weather Report—had a 
long partnership with 
Joni Mitchell, and 
collaborated with rock 
musicians such as 
Carlos Santana and 
Steely Dan. AGENCIES

Toll rises to 57 in 
Greek train crash, 
station master 
admits error

LARISSA: The toll from 
Greece’s worst rail 
accident has risen to 57, 
the fire department 
said, as hopes faded of 
finding anyone alive. 
The trains collided near 
a tunnel on Tuesday. 
The station master on 
duty confessed” his 
responsibility over the 
accident, government 
spokesman Yiannis 
Economou said.  AFP

Wayne Shorter GETTY

Taiwan’s F-16 fighter jets during National Day celebrations in 
front of the Presidential Building in Taipei. AP

obligation or feels indebted to the
one who appointed him, fails the 
nation and can have no place in 
the conduct of elections, forming 
the very foundation of the democ-
racy... It is important that the 
appointment must not be over-
shadowed by even a perception, 
that a ‘yes man’ will decide the fate
of democracy and all that it prom-
ises,” it said.

The bench underlined that the
Constitution and the Founding 
Fathers clearly contemplated a 
law to be made by Parliament and
did not intend the Executive exclu-
sively calling the shots in the mat-
ter of appointments to the election
commission. 

“Seven decades have passed by.
Political dispensations of varying 
hues, which have held the reigns 
of power, have not unnaturally 
introduced a law... Our minds 
stand fortified that there is an 
imperative need for the Court to 
step in,” said the court, delivering a
historic decision on a clutch of 
petitions that had sought directive
to strip the Executive’s discretion 
with an independent mechanism
to appoint the CEC and ECs. 

Currently, ECI is a three-mem-
ber body, with a CEC and two ECs.
Under Article 324(2) of the Consti-
tution, the President is empow-
ered to appoint the CEC and ECs. 
This provision further stipulates 
that the President, who acts on the
aid and advice of the Prime Minis-
ter and the council of ministers, 
will make the appointments “sub-
ject to the provisions of any law 
made on that behalf by Parlia-
ment”.

However, with no such law hav-
ing been framed to date, CEC and 
ECs are appointed by the Prime 
Minister and the council of minis-
ters under the seal of the Presi-
dent. The rules for such appoint-
ments are also silent on the qualifi-
cation of a candidate. 

On Thursday, the top court
noted that the making of law for 
such appointment was a “constitu-
tional imperative” and an “una-
voidable necessity” but since the 
Parliament has failed to do so, 
there is certainly a vacuum that 
needs to be filled through the 
intervention of the highest court of
the land. 

“We are concerned with and the
devastating effect of continuing to
leave appointments in sole hands
of the Executive on fundamental 
values, as also the fundamental 
rights, we are of the considered 
view that the time is ripe for the 
Court to lay down norms,” it said.

The court added that the refusal
of Parliament, despite the constitu-
tional provision and availability of
a large number of reports recom-
mending a different appointment

process, “reassures us that even 
acting within the bounds of the 
authority available to the Judicial 
branch, we must lay down norms,
which, undoubtedly, must bear life
only till Parliament steps in”.

The bench lamented that politi-
cal parties would appear to betray
a special interest in not being 
forthcoming with the law. “The 
reasons are not far to seek. There 
is a crucially vital link between the
independence of the Election 
Commission and the pursuit of 
power, its consolidation and per-
petuation... As long as the party 
that is voted into power is con-
cerned, there is, not unnaturally a
near insatiable quest to continue 
in the saddle,” it noted.

However, the court empha-
sised, “a pliable election commis-
sion, an unfair and biased overseer
of the foundational exercise of 
adult franchise, which lies at the 
heart of democracy, who obliges 
the powers that be, perhaps offers
the surest gateway to acquisition 
and retention of power.”

The bench said that criminali-
sation of politics, a huge surge in 
the influence of money power, the
role of certain sections of the 
media which, it said, appear to 
have forgotten their invaluable 
role and have turned unasham-
edly partisan, call for the unavoid-
able and unpostponable filling up
of the vacuum.

Describing the role of the elec-
tion commission in ascertaining 
the purity of the electoral process,
the bench said that in the wide 
spectrum of powers, if the com-
mission exercises them unfairly or
illegally as much as it refuses to 
exercise power when such exer-
cise becomes a duty, it has a telling
and chilling effect on the fortunes
of the political parties. 

“Inequality in the matter of
treatment of political parties who
are otherwise similarly circum-
stanced unquestionably breaches
the mandate of Article 14 (equal-
ity). Therefore, any action or omis-
sion by the election commission in
holding the poll which treats polit-
ical parties with an uneven hand, 
and what is more, in an unfair or 
arbitrary manner would be anath-
ema to the mandate of Article 14, 
and therefore, cause its breach,” it
added.

The court on November 24
reserved its verdict after wrapping
up the arguments in a batch of 
four public interest litigations 
(PILs) that have pressed for the 
issuance of directives for setting 
up a neutral and independent 
selection panel for recommending
names to the President for 
appointments as CEC and ECs.

While hearing the matter on
different dates in November, the 

five-judge bench grilled the Union
government over the lack of regu-
lations to guide the appointment 
of CEC and ECs.

At one point, it questioned the
government if it was not defeating
the wishes of the framers of the 
Constitution by not framing a law,
adding the apex court could exam-
ine the necessity of having a better
system.

During the proceedings, the
court also lamented that succes-
sive governments have “com-
pletely destroyed” the independ-
ence of ECI by ensuring no CEC 
gets the full six-year term since 
1996, adding the absence of a law 
for the appointment of ECs has 
resulted in an “alarming trend”.

The government retorted, tell-
ing the court that the participation
of the CJI in picking ECs cannot be
the only guarantee of fairness in 
the selection process.

As the arguments drew to a
close in the last week of Novem-
ber, the court asked the Centre to 
produce the file related to the 
appointment of Arun Goel as an 
EC on November 18, even as the 
bench was seized of the matter. At
that time, the top court had also 
clarified that it will not scrutinise 
the correctness of Goel’s appoint-
ment but wished to see how the 
government appoints CEC and 
ECs. 

In its judgment on Thursday,
the bench noted that not only he 
was appointed in a hastily fashion
while the matter was pending 
before the court, he would have a 
tenure of a little over two years 
whereas the law stipulates a six-
year tenure for ensuring the offi-
cer’s independence and stability of
term.

“We must make it clear that the
observations are not meant to be 
an individualised assessment of 
the appointee, who we do note, 
has excellent academic qualifica-
tions. But as we have noted aca-
demic excellence which members
of the civil service may possess 
cannot be a substitute for values 
such as independence and free-
dom from bias from political affili-
ation,” it said.

West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee called the “land-
mark order” a “democratic vic-
tory”. “Will of the people prevails 
over the ill-fated attempts of the 
oppressive forces,” she tweeted.

Former chief election commis-
sioner SY Quraishi also welcomed
the judgment. “This reform has 
been pending for over two dec-
ades, with even the law commis-
sion of India recommending it. It is
very important for the perception
of neutrality and non-partisanship
of the autonomous body that the 
Commission is,” Quraishi said.

ing the CEC, blessed with nearly 
infinite powers and who are to 
abide by the fundamental rights 
must be chosen not by the Execu-
tive exclusively and particularly 
without any objective yardstick,” 
declared the bench, which also 
included justices Ajay Rastogi, 
Aniruddha Bose, Hrishikesh Roy,
and CT Ravikumar. 

Opposition parties welcomed
the verdict, with most stating that
it would  help clarify the selection
process and “safeguard democ-
racy”, although Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge  was 
clear that it was only “better than 
nothing”. 

“It should not happen like in the
CBI  where, in spite of dissent, they
select their own candidates. But it
is better than nothing,” said 
Kharge, referring to the process of
selection of the head of the federal
investigation agency, which, like 
the ECI, has come in for fire from 
opposition parties for alleged bias.

In its 378-page judgment, the
court also held that right to vote is
not merely a statutory or legal 
right, but is a constitutional right, 
which like every other right, is sub-
ject to valid restrictions imposed 
under various laws. The bench, by
4-1 majority, however, stopped 
short of delivering a final ruling on
this aspect since another five-
judge bench in 2006 held that 
there is no constitutional right to 
vote. Justice Rastogi, in his sepa-
rate judgment, declared that the 
right to vote in direct elections is a
fundamental right. 

Similarly, the bench by 4-1 also
held that the ECs cannot be 
brought on par with the CEC in 
being granted the protection from
removal. While the CEC can be 
removed only through an 
impeachment process — like a 
judge of a constitutional court — 
ECs can be removed by the Presi-
dent following a recommendation
of the CEC. While the majority said
that it is for Parliament to frame a
law in this regard, justice Rastogi 
said that it is the need of the hour 
and advisable to extend the same 
protection to ECs until any law is 
framed. 

The five judges, however, were
unanimous in holding that it is for
Parliament and the Union govern-
ment to put in place a permanent 
secretariat for the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) and charg-
ing its expenditure to the Consoli-
dated Fund of India, and that no 
judicial directive can be passed at 
the instance of the petitioners.

In its judgment, the court
stressed that a person, who is 
weak-kneed before the powers 
that be, cannot be appointed as an
EC. “A person, who is in a state of 
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CHASIV YAR: Ukrainian forces
hung on to positions in the
ruined eastern city of Bakhmut
on Thursday, while Moscow said
its security forces were battling
Ukrainian saboteurs who had
taken hostages in a cross-border
raid.

Moscow said a group of
armed Ukrainians had crossed
into Russia’s Bryansk province
and fired on a car, killing one
person and wounding a child.
They were holding hostages in a
shop near the border.

In a brief television address,
President Vladimir Putin said
the attackers had deliberately
fired on the car knowing it held
civilians.

“They won’t achieve anything.
We will crush them,” he said,
saying Russia was fighting “ter-
rorists and neo-Nazis”.

An aide to Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky called
the reports a false provocation
by Moscow, but also appeared to
imply some form of incident had
been carried out by partisans.

Near the front lines west of
Bakhmut, in the Ukrainian-held
town of Chasiv Yar, the thump of
outgoing artillery fire could be
heard.

Bakhmut has been reduced to
a blasted wasteland, with a few
thousand of its 70,000 pre-war
civilian population still living
inside as armies battle street-by-
street.

Russian troops, bolstered by
hundreds of thousands of reserv-
ists called up last year and tens
of thousands of convicts
recruited by Wagner from
prison, have been advancing
north and south of the city, to cut

off the remaining routes in.
Moscow, which lost captured

territory throughout the second
half of 2022, says taking Bakh-
mut would be a step towards
seizing the rest of the surround-
ing Donbas region, a major aim.
Kyiv says the city has limited
strategic value, but it is holding
on to exhaust Russia’s invasion
force in what has become the
bloodiest battle of the war.

“Sooner or later, we will prob-
ably have to leave Bakhmut.
There is no sense in holding it at
any cost,” Ukrainian member of
parliament Serhiy Rakhmanin
said late on Wednesday, saying
the aim was to “inflict as many
Russian losses as possible.”

The reported cross-border
raid into Russia’s Bryansk prov-
ince comes days after Moscow
said Kyiv had attacked targets
deep inside its territory with
drones.

“Today, a Ukrainian sabotage
and reconnaissance group pene-
trated the Klimovsky district in
the village of Lubechanye,” Bry-

ansk governor Alexander Bogo-
maz said on his Telegram chan-
nel. 

“Saboteurs fired on a moving
car. As a result of the attack, one
resident was killed and a 10-year-
old child was wounded.”

Zelensky aide Mykhailo Podo-
lyak called the Russian reports
of the incident “a classic deliber-
ate provocation”. Moscow
“wants to scare its people to jus-
tify the attack on another coun-
try & the growing poverty after
the year of war,” he tweeted.

But he also implied an attack
was under way, carried out by
Russian partisans: “Fear your
partisans,” he wrote.

Russian missiles crashed into
a five-storey apartment block in
the southern city of Zaporizhzia
overnight, collapsing upper
floors in the building.

An international team of war
crimes investigators said on
Thursday the Russian state had
funded and operated a network
of at least 20 torture chambers
during its eight-month occupa-

tion of Kherson, recaptured last
year by Ukrainian forces.

Russia: Suspended nuclear 
pact because US was using 
it to help Ukraine
Russian deputy foreign minister
Sergei Ryabkov said on Thurs-
day Moscow had been forced to
suspend its participation in the
New START nuclear arms con-
trol treaty because Washington
was using it to help Ukraine
attack Russian strategic sites.

Speaking at the United
Nations Conference on Disarma-
ment in Geneva, Ryabkov said
the United States and its Western
allies wanted to see Russia stra-
tegically defeated in Ukraine and
accused them of fanning conflict
there.

“The situation further
degraded after US attempts to
‘probe’ the security of Russian
strategic facilities declared
under the New START Treaty by
assisting the Kyiv regime in con-
ducting armed attacks against
them,” Ryabkov said.

Ukraine clings to Bakhmut 
as Russian forces advance 

Agence France-Presse
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TEL AVIV:  Israeli police clashed 
on Wednesday with protesters 
rallying against the government’s
judicial reform programme 
which critics say threatens 
democracy, as lawmakers held a
preliminary vote on the latest 
controversial bill.

Demonstrators in Tel Aviv
blocked some streets, and police
employed stun grenades, water 
cannon and officers on horse-
back in a rare use of force in the 
coastal city, AFP journalists said.

Some 39 people were arrested for
“allegedly rioting and not obeying
instructions by police officials”, 
police said in a statement. Eleven
wounded protesters arrived at Tel
Aviv’s Ichilov hospital.

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu hit back in a televised 
statement. “The right to demon-
strate is not the right to block the
country,” he said, accusing dem-
onstrators of crossing “a red 
line”.

“A sovereign country cannot
tolerate anarchy,” added Netan-
yahu, who returned to power late
last year at the head of a coalition

with ultra-Orthodox Jewish and 
extreme-right allies.

The rally in Tel Aviv came as
lawmakers in Jerusalem passed 
in preliminary reading a bill lim-
iting the chances of a prime min-
ister being impeached.

Opponents say the measure is
aimed at protecting Netanyahu, 
who is on trial for corruption 
charges he denies. 

MPs voted 62 to 20 in favour of
the legislation, which proposes a
three-quarter parliamentary 
majority to impeach a premier 
due to physical or mental inca-
pacity.

Police crack down on all judicial 
reform demonstrations in Israel

The town of Svyatogirsk in the Donetsk region, damaged in the Russian invasion of Ukraine. AFP

Kyiv says Bakhmut 
has limited strategic 
value, but it is holding 
on to exhaust Russia’s 
invasion force

{  }
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WASHINGTON: The United States
approved the sale to Taiwan of
$619 million in munitions for
F-16 fighter jets, the Pentagon
announced Wednesday, in a
move China said “seriously dam-
ages” relations between Wash-
ington and Beijing.

The sale will boost Taiwan’s
“capability to provide for the
defense of its airspace, regional
security, and interoperability
with the United States,” the Pen-
tagon said in a statement.

The package will include anti-
radar missiles, advanced air-to-
air missiles, launchers and
dummy missiles to be used for
training, it said.

The US and China have
increasingly sparred over Tai-
wan since a high-level US visit to
the self-ruled island — which
China claims as its territory —
last year.

Diplomatic tensions were fur-
ther raised last month after the
downing of a balloon over US
airspace that Washington said
was a Chinese surveillance craft.

The US State Department said
separately that Wednesday’s sale
was consistent with Washing-
ton’s One China Policy, in which

the US recognises Beijing, and
acknowledges the Chinese posi-
tion that Taiwan is part of China.

The Pentagon said the deal
would “not alter the basic mili-
tary balance in the region.”

On Thursday, China con-
demned the sale, with a foreign
ministry spokesperson saying it
“seriously damages China’s sov-
ereignty and security interests,
and seriously damages Sino-US
relations and peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait.”

“China will continue to take
resolute and forceful measures
to firmly defend its sovereignty
and security interests,” spokes-

person Mao Ning told reporters.
At least 54 Chinese warplanes

were detected in airspace
around Taiwan on Tuesday and
Wednesday, according to the
island’s defence ministry, with
40 of those crossing into Taipei’s
air defence identification zone.

Chinese incursions into air-
space around Taiwan have
become increasingly common,
with 275 aircraft reported to
have done so this year, according
to an AFP tally.

Taiwan welcomed its first US
arms deal of the year, which is
the ninth so far under US Presi-
dent Joe Biden. 

China ‘firmly’ opposes US 
weapons sale to Taiwan
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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court
(SC) on Thursday set up a six-
member expert committee, to be
headed by a former judge of the
top court, to investigate allega-
tions of regulatory failure and
breach of laws in the Adani-Hin-
denburg episode, including
those about the conglomerate,
and to suggest measures for bol-
stering the statutory and super-
visory regime. The top court also
ordered market regulator Sebi to
conclude its ongoing probe into
the matter within two months
and submit a report.

A bench, headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, said retired
Supreme Court judge AM Sapre
will head the expert committee,
which will inquire into pertinent
aspects of the controversy sur-
rounding a massive slide in
Adani Group’s stock prices after
US firm Hindenburg Research
came out with a report alleging
fraud and stock manipulation by
the Gautam Adani-led group.
The Adani Group has denied
these charges.

The other members of the
committee are OP Bhatt (former
SBI chairman), justice JP Dev-
dhar (former high court judge),
KV Kamath (veteran banker),
Nandan Nilekani (Infosys
co-founder), and senior advocate
Somasekhar Sundaresan, an
expert in securities law.

“In order to protect Indian
investors against volatility of the
kind which has been witnessed
in the recent past, we are of the
view that it is appropriate to con-
stitute an expert committee for
the assessment of the extant reg-

ulatory framework and for mak-
ing recommendations to that
end,” said the court, asking the
committee to submit its report
confidentially within two
months.

Gautam Adani was quick to
welcome the Supreme Court
decision. “The Adani Group wel-
comes the order of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court. It will bring
finality in a time bound manner.
Truth will prevail,” he tweeted
on Thursday.

Acting on a clutch of public
interest litigations (PILs), the
bench, which also comprised
justices PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala, directed that the
committee provide an overall
assessment to the situation,
including the relevant causal
factors which have led to the vol-
atility and the securities market
in the recent past, and suggest
measures to strengthen investor
awareness.

“It will investigate whether
there has been regulatory failure
in dealing with the alleged con-
travention of laws pertaining to
the securities market in relation

to Adani Group or other compa-
nies. It will also suggest meas-
ures to strengthen the statutory
and regulatory framework and
secure compliance with the
existing framework for the pro-
tection of investors,” said the
court. It added that all agencies
of the Union government,
including those connected with
financial regulation, and law
enforcement shall cooperate
with the committee.

The bench also directed mar-
ket regulator Sebi to continue
with its ongoing probe and
report back to the court with a
status report within two months.
The court noted that Sebi, in its
note submitted last month,
apprised the bench that it is
inquiring into both the allega-
tions made in the Hindenburg
report as well as the market
activity immediately preceding
and post the publication of the
report to identify violations of
relevant regulations. 

However, the court directed in
its order, that Sebi must also
investigate into the alleged viola-
tion of Rule 19A of the Securities

Contract Regulation Rules, 1957,
which provides that every listed
company (other than PSUs) shall
maintain public shareholding of
at least 25% in a public limited
company.

The bench took note of the
allegations made in one of the
petitions before it that the Adani
Group has been acting in viola-
tion of Rule 19A by surrepti-
tiously controlling more than
75% of the shares of public listed
Adani Group companies,
thereby manipulating the price
of its shares in the market.

The bench directed Sebi to
investigate whether there has
been a violation of Rule 19A of
the 1957 Rules; if there was a fail-
ure to disclose transactions with
related parties and other rele-
vant information to Sebi; and
whether there was any manipu-
lation of stock prices in contra-
vention of existing laws.

“The above direction shall not
be construed to limit the con-
tours of the ongoing investiga-
tion. Sebi shall conclude the
investigation within two months
and file a status report. Further,
Sebi shall apprise the expert
committee of the action it has
taken in performance of the
directions of this court as well as
the steps that it has taken in fur-
therance of its ongoing investi-
gation,” said the bench.

It clarified that the constitu-
tion of the expert committee
does not divest Sebi of its powers
or responsibilities and continu-
ing with its investigation into the
recent volatility in the security
market. “As a regulatory adjudi-
catory and prosecuting agency,
Sebi has vital functions to dis-
charge in the context of main-
taining an orderly and stable
securities market so as to protect
the interests of investors.”

Hindenburg’s report, released
on January 24, claimed “brazen
accounting fraud” and “stock
manipulation” by the Adani
Group. Though the conglomer-

ate rejected the report as “unre-
searched” and “maliciously mis-
chievous”, the allegations trig-
gered a massive rout of Adani
Group stocks, with the flagship
firm losing over $120 billion in
days, and forcing the cancella-
tion of a ₹20,000 crore second-
ary share sale after it had
scraped through.

As HT reported earlier, the
decline in the market value of a
share by lakhs of crores does not
always mean investors have lost
that much money. The losses are
a function of the price at which
the investors bought the shares
(and even then, till they sell the
shares, this is notional) and also
corresponds to the extent of
their holding. In the case of the
Adani Group’s listed companies,
their low free-float (proportion
in the hands of public investors)
means this was likely low.

On Thursday, the bench deliv-
ered its order on a batch of four
petitions, demanding probe into
the Hindenburg report contents,
lapse of statutory authorities in
protecting investors, and allega-
tions against Adani Group.

While one of the petitioners,
advocate Vishal Tiwari asked for
a probe against the Hindenburg
report to ascertain if a calculated
attempt was made to tarnish the
country’s image and impact its
economy, another petitioner,
advocate ML Sharma, ques-
tioned Sebi’s failure to suspend
trading of Adani Group shares
soon after the report came out.
Sharma’s petition named Hin-
denburg founder Nathan Ander-
son and his associates as short-
sellers, and accused them of
hatching a “criminal conspiracy”
by releasing a “concocted news”
as research report to cause
heavy losses to the shareholders
of Adani stocks. The two other
petitions, including the one filed
by Congress leader Jaya Thakur,
demanded a probe against
alleged violation of regulations
by the Adani Group.

SC forms panel to investigate 
allegations against Adani firms
The six-member 
panel will examine 
regulatory failures 
and suggest changes

The top court also ordered Sebi to conclude its ongoing probe into 
the Adani allegations within two months. BLOOMBERG

at the Mint Zetwerk Smart Man-
ufacturing Summit 2023 on
Thursday, said that the govern-
ment is considering overhauling
India’s patent rules to spur inno-
vation and research and devel-
opment (R&D). He also  he
sought suggestions from indus-
try and stakeholders to revamp
the country’s legal framework. 

“We are looking to improvise
on the patent laws so that we can
invite more R&D, more
research, more innovation to
India,” Goyal said. He noted that
firms faced some issues related
to data localization and patent
laws and said “the government is
working on sorting out these
problems on a real-time basis”.

Speaking at the summit,
Rajeev Chandrasekhar, minister
of state for IT and electronics,
said that the production linked
incentive (PLI) scheme should
not be thought of as a permanent
solution but as a transition
period for India as the country
moves towards becoming a glo-
bally competitive economy
achieving $300 billion in elec-
tronics manufacturing, said . 

“PLI, I don’t think should be
thought of as a permanent let us
say part of the equation of being
a manufacturing economy. It is a
way to bootstrap the economy or
bootstrap the players. But it will
more than be compensated by
all of the other efficiencies that
these volumes and these gains
will create over time,” he said. 

He noted that PLI was
addressing the disadvantage
between India and its cost struc-
ture in the value chain versus
Vietnam or China. 

(From left) Nitin Gadkari, Union minister for road transport; Piyush Goyal, 
Union minister for commerce; and Rajeev Chandrasekhar, MoS for IT and 
electronics, at the Mint-Zetwerk Smart Manufacturing Summit 2023 .   MINT
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ACROSS
 1 Made available for sale (7)
 5 Recapitulate the main 

points (3,2)
 8 Get past a crisis (4,3,6)
 9 Prickle (5)
 10 Handcuff (7)
 11 Scotland’s patron saint (6)
 12 A richly figured wood (6)
 15 Disparage (3,4)
 17 Porcelain (5)
 19 Frankness (5,8)
 20 Of the sun (5)
 21 Love story (7)

ACROSS

 1 Making one’s name as a writer (7)

 5 Pole at the Highland Games (5)

 8 One has to be uncommonly rich to do so 
(4,4,1,4)

 9 Poems about salts (5)

 10 Feeling fed-up? (7)

 11 Stick around at home like a dog (6)

 12 Dedicated but possibly scared (6)

 15 Having poor taste (7)

 17 Arrived with nothing but got relief 
work (5)

 19 What a laconic judge may pronounce (5,8)

 20 She upsets Diana (5)

 21 Watches teachers marking correctly? (7)

DOWN

 1 Loves somehow to find an answer (5)

 2 Promises but donates only a single 
weapon (5,4,4)

 3 One mill in ruins is a bad sign (3,4)

 4 Ark got into difficulty; alternative 
transport required (2-4)

 5 Number having an inclination for restraint 
(5)

 6 You may get a ring back to confirm this 
(6,7)

 7 Communist leader is a flaming capitalist (7)

 11 I’m held in scorn turning bright red (7)

 13 He’s austere and sour about one point (7)

 14 The arrival of a commercial airway (6)

 16 An apt variety of long-grained rice (5)

 18 Some unusual point in portents (5)

DOWN
 1 Group of eight (5)
 2 Finally (3,4,3,3)
 3 Important person’s 

attendants (7)
 4 Happily abstracted (6)
 5 Derision (5)
 6 As-new state (4,9)
 7 Omen (7)
 11 To the point (7)
 13 Public praise (7)
 14 Concealed marksman (6)
 16 Proprietor (5)
 18 To dispute (5)

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and 

each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9. 
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YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS (16483)

Mainly clear sky Mainly clear skyPartly cloudy sky

Reuters 

feedback@livemint.com

MUMBAI:  State Bank of India
may look to lower its stake in Yes
Bank after a lock-in period ends
on March 6, which was put in
place by the central bank as a
part of the lender’s restructur-
ing, two sources told Reuters.

SBI, India’s largest bank, does
not want to permanently retain a
stake in Yes Bank and would
want to trim its holdings, albeit
in phases, one of the sources told
Reuters on condition of anonym-
ity.

“The percentage of equity
dilution that the bank intends to
do will have to be placed before
the RBI (Reserve Bank of India)
in due course.”

SBI, which initially acquired
49% of Yes Bank, now holds a
26.14% stake as of December 31,
stock exchange data showed. SBI
is still the largest single share-
holder in the rescued lender.

SBI cannot reduce its holding
below 26% before completion of
three years from the date of infu-
sion of the capital, as per the
reconstruction plan.

SBI, along with other lenders
such as ICICI Bank, Axis Bank,
IDFC FIRST Bank, Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, Housing Development
Finance Corp had stepped in to
rescue Yes Bank in March 2020,
after the Reserve Bank of India
superseded the bank’s board.

At the time, the reconstruc-
turing scheme put in place by
central bank required these len-
ders to hold on to at least 75% of
the shares acquired for three
years. A similar restriction was
placed on other existing share-
holders.

ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, IDFC
FIRST Bank held 2.61%, 1.57%
and 1% stakes respectively, as of
end-December. State-owned Life
Insurance Corporation holds
4.34%, while HDFC holds 3.48%.

The board of SBI is likely to
meet soon to decide on the
future of its stake in Yes Bank,
following which a proposal will
be sent to the RBI, the second
source said, also requesting ano-
nymity. SBI and Yes Bank did not
reply to a query seeking com-
ment on Reuters’ story.

Yes Bank’s shares fell as much
as 7% from the day’s high and
5.5% from Wednesday’s close
and were trading at 17.57 rupees.
SBI had acquired Yes Bank’s
shares at ₹10 apiece as a part of
the reconstruction scheme.

STATE BANK OF 
INDIA MAY SLASH 
YES BANK STAKE 
ONCE LOCK-IN ENDS

appealed the order in the
Supreme Court last year.

The emphasis on increasing
speed limits comes when the
government is trying to expand
the network of highways and
expressways in the country.

Gadkari said that the ministry
has set a target of 60 km per day
for highway construction in the
next financial year. For the cur-
rent fiscal, he, however, said that
given the impact of Covid, the
Centre expects to achieve high-
way construction of 40 km a day.

“There is some impact of
Covid. The
target for
FY24 is 60
km per day.
This year, 40
km would be
g o o d
enough,” the
m i n i s t e r
said.

On India’s first electric high-
way, the minister said that the
project between Delhi and Jai-
pur is in the preliminary stage,
and recently, the government
held a meeting to discuss the
ambitious project. The tech trial
of the electric vehicles on the 278
km highway started last year.
The government also plans to
develop more electric highways
with amenities supporting EV
charging across the highways. 

In a bid to decongest traffic in
Delhi-Gurugram route, the Cen-
tre also plans to construct a dou-
ble-decker highway from Dhaula
Kuan to Manesar, he said. 

Meanwhile,  Union minister
for commerce and industry Piy-
ush Goyal, who was also present

Rituraj Baruah, Ravi Dutta 
Mishra & Gulveen Aulakh

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com

NEW DELHI:  The government is
gearing up to introduce updated
vehicular speed limits as India’s
new highway and expressway
network is capable of handling
faster speeds, according to
Union minister for road trans-
port and highways, Nitin Gad-
kari.

Lower limits in new highways
meant for mobility at higher
speeds pose challenges for com-
muters, Gadkari said at the Mint
Zetwerk Smart Manufacturing
Summit 2023 on Thursday. 

The proposed revision is part
of the government’s efforts to
improve the safety and efficiency
of the country’s transportation
infrastructure. 

While the ministry of road
transport is responsible for set-
ting speed limits, the subject
comes under the concurrent list,
granting states the ability to
enact their own regulations. 

Gadkari said the Centre would
soon dis-
cuss with
s t a t e s
before for-
m u l a t i n g
new norms.

“Now the
situation is
such that
the high-
ways are good, but the speed
limits have not changed. I am
calling the transport ministers of
states. We will prepare new
speed limit norms, and you (peo-
ple) will soon get relief,” he said.
The minister added that norms
would classify speed limit for dif-
ferent types of highways, includ-
ing access control highways,
8-lane, 6-lane, 4-lane and 2-lane
highways, along with the limit
for vehicular traffic in cities.

In 2018, the Centre, through a
notification, raised the speed
limit to 120 km per hour (kmph)
on expressways and 100 kmph
on national highways. However,
in August 2021, the Madras high
court quashed the notification,
following which the ministry

New speed limit norms 
likely soon, says Gadkari 
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MANUFACTURING

SUMMIT 2023

Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

E-Procurement Tender Notice
NIT No. 860, 861 & 862/TC-T/CGRRDA/2022 Dated : 01.03.2023
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh invites package wise bids in electronic

tendering system for, PMGSY Road Renewal Maintenance, Construction & Maintenance, PMGSY Road balance work & Construction
& Maintenance of long span bridges under PMGSY-III, sanctioned for different districts of the state as per B.O.Q. from the eligible
contractors/ Firms registered with unified registration system (e-registration) for the works mentioned below. Date of release of
Invitation for Bids through e-procurement :

S.N. NIT Work Name Amount (Rs. in Lakhs) Districts Rate Invited

01 860
Renewal Maintenance Under

PMGSY Roads

Total Cost 1905.16 Lakhs
(Excluding GST) (Const. Cost 1589.57
Lakhs, Maint. Cost 315.59 Lakhs)

Balrampur,
Surajpur,
Bemetara

Percentage Rate SOR 22.02.2018 issued
by CE, CGRRDA Raipur

02 861
Construction & Maintenance of
PMGSY Road Balance work

Total Cost (including 5 year Maint. Cost.)
Rs. 1149.71 Lakhs (including GST)

Gariyaband
Percentage Rate SOR 22.02.2018 issued

by CE, CGRRDA Raipur

03 862
Construction & Maintenance of

long span bridges under
PMGSY-III

Total Cost Rs. 2661.69 Lakhs
(Const. Cost 2596.74 Lakhs, Maint. Cost

64.96 lakhs) (Including GST)

Bemetara,
Jashpur,

Gariyaband,
Mungeli

SOR PWD Bridge enforced from
01.01.2015 with 10% Below applicable
for CGRRDA & Approach road PMGSY

SOR 22.02.2018

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission : The bid document is available online and should be submitted online
in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the
bids, the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.
Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our website https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in from 03.03.2023 from 5:00 PM &

onwards. In future any related corrigendum would be seen in the notice section of this website.

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency

Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)
E-mail : pmgsyrc4@yahoo.co.inS-35807/4

PUNJAB STATE TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033814, www.pstcl.org
O/o: Dy. CE/TS (Design), Telefax: 0175-2207774

E-mail: se-trd@pstcl.org
Notice Inviting E-Tender

Tender Enquiry No. STQ-7068
Procurement of 03 No. Truck mounted hydraulic cranes i.e. Loader with 5 ton capacity for
PSTCL.
1. Last date & time for submission of tender - 10.04.2023 upto 12.00 PM
2. Date & time for opening of tender - 12.04.2023 upto 12.00 PM
Detailed NIT/specification may be downloaded from Punjab Govt. e-tendering website https://
eproc.punjab.gov.in.nicgep/app. Corrigendum, if any, will not be published in newspapers. As
such the website may be visited regularly for updates.

Sd/-
21738 Dy. CE/TS (D), PSTCL, Patiala

·FFSX°Fe¹F QcSXÀFa¨FFSX d½Fd³F¹FF¸FIY ´FiFd²FIYSX¯F
TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA

¸FWXF³F¦FSX QcSXÀFa¨FFSX ·F½F³F, ªFZ.E»F.E³F. ¸FF¦FÊ (Aû»OX d¸FaMXû SXûOX)
ªFFdIYSX WbXÀF`³F IYFG»FZªF IZY ´FFÀF, ³FBÊX dQ»»Fe-110 002

Sub: Filling up of the post of Advisor (Financial &
Economic Analysis) in TRAI HQ, New Delhi on
deputation on foreign service terms: Extension of
last date for receipt of applications - Reg.

Reference is invited to TRAI, New Delhi vacancy circular of
even No. dated 09th January, 2023 under which applications
were invited for filling up the following post in its Headquarter,
New Delhi on deputation on foreign service terms:-

Name of post Pay Level / Scale of Pay
Advisor

(Financial &
Economic Analysis)

Pay Level-14 (Rs. 144200-218200) in
the Pay Matrix as per 7th CPC
[Pre-revised PB-4, Rs. 37400-

67000+GP Rs. 10000]
2. The last date for receipt of applications has now been

extended upto 31st March, 2023.
3. Further details and the application form can be obtained

from the TRAI website www.trai.gov.in.
CBC 06202/12/0055/2223
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DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik, Malviya Nagar,

New Delhi-110017
Website: www.derc.gov.in

Telefax: +91-11-26673608, +91-11-41080417
PUBLIC NOTICE

1) In exercise of powers conferred under Section 181 read with
Section 61 and Section 86(1) of the Electricity Act, 2003 (Act
36 of 2003) and all other powers enabling it in this behalf, the
Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) has prepared the
following Regulations:
a) Draft DERC (Business Plan) Regulations, 2023.
b) Draft DERC (Terms and Conditions for Determination of

Tariff) (First Amendment) Regulations, 2023.
c) Draft DERC (Renewable Purchase Obligation and Renewable

Energy Certificate Framework Implementation) (First
Amendment) Regulations, 2023

2) The last date of submission of comments/suggestions on the
above mentioned draft Regulations was 14.02.2023 which on the
request of various stakeholders was extended till 28.02.2023.

3) Based on the request of certain stakeholders, the last date of
submission of comments/suggestions has now been extended
upto 6.03.2023 till 5.00 PM. No further request for extension shall
be entertained.

Dated: 28.02.2023
Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/0636/22-23 Secretary (DERC)

IYF¹FFÊ»F¹F Ad°FdSX¢°F ¸Fb£¹F Ad·F¹Fa°FF, ÀFF½FÊªFd³FIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F, ÀFa·FF¦F-´Fi±F¸F CXQ¹F´FbSX
IiY¸FFaIY: ACE/NIT/2022-23/D-1016 dQ³FFaIY: 25.2.2023

A»´FIYF»Fe³F d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF ÀFa£¹FF-15/´FeE¸FªFeEÀF½FFBXÊX/2022-23
SXFªFÀ±FF³F IZY SXFª¹F´FF»F ¸FWXûQ¹F IYe AûSX ÀFZ ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ¦FiF¸F ÀFOÞXIY ¹FûªF³FF IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFOÞXIY ¨FüOÞXFBXÊXIYSX¯F E½Fa ÀFbQÈPXÞeIYSX¯F IYF¹FÊ E½Fa ´Fb»F
IZY IbY»F 39 ´F`IZYªFûÔ IZY d»FE CX´F¹Fb¢°F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ÀFF½FÊªFd³FIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F d½F·FF¦F SXFªFÀ±FF³F ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F ÀFa½ûQIYûÔ E½Fa SXFª¹F ÀFSXIYFSX/IZY³ýi
ÀFSXIYFSX IZY Ad²FIY°F ÀFa¦FNX³FûÔ/IZY³ýie¹F »FûIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F/OXFIY E½F¸FÐ QcSX ÀFa¨FFSX d½F·FF¦F/SmX»½FZ BX°¹FFdQ ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ, ªFû dIY
SXFªFÀ±FF³F ÀFSXIYFSX IZY EE, E ßFZ̄ Fe IZY ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ IZY ÀF¸FIYÃF WXû, ÀFZ d³F²FFÊdSX°F ´Fí FÂF ¸FZÔ BXÊX-´Fiû¢¹FcSX¸FZÔMX ´FidIiY¹FF ÀFZ AFG³F»FFBX³F d³Fd½FQF¹FZÔ AF¸FadÂF°F
IYe ªFF°Fe WX`ÔXÜ d³Fd½FQF ÀFZ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F d½F½FSX¯F ½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX http://dipr.rajasthan.gov.in ½F http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in ½F
http://pmgsytendersraj.gov.in ½F sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´FSX QZ£FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF WX`XÜ
d³Fd½FQF IYe IbY»F »FF¦F°F (ªFe.EÀF.MXe. ÀFdWX°F) : ÷Y. 23803.68 »FFJ
AFG³F»FFBX³F d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ d¸F»F³FZ IYe °FFSXe£F : 02 ¸FF¨FÊ, 2023, ´FiF°F: 9.30 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ

13 ¸FF¨FÊ, 2023, Qû´FWXSX 12.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
AFG³F»FFBX³F d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ªF¸FF IYSXF³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F °FFSXe£F : 13 ¸FF¨FÊ, 2023, Qû´FWXSX 12.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
AFG³F»FFBX³F d³Fd½FQF £Fû»F³FZ IYe °FFSXe£F : 14 ¸FF¨FÊ, 2023, ÀFF¹Fa 3.00 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ
BX¨LbXIY ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ IYû A´F³FZ dOXdªFMX»F WXÀ°FFÃFSX IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ ½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX http://pmgsytendersraj.gov.in ´FSX SXdªFÀMXOXÊX WXû³FF
AF½FV¹FIY WX`XÜ
NIB-PWD2223A4369
PWD2223WLOB17221 PWD2223WLOB17227 PWD2223WLOB17229
PWD2223WLOB17230 PWD2223WLOB17231 PWD2223WLOB17232
PWD2223WLOB17233 PWD2223WLOB17234 PWD2223WLOB17237
PWD2223WLOB17238 PWD2223WLOB17239 PWD2223WLOB17242
PWD2223WLOB17244 PWD2223WLOB17246 PWD2223WLOB17248
PWD2223WLOB17250 PWD2223WLOB17251 PWD2223WLOB17253
PWD2223WLOB17254 PWD2223WLOB17255 PWD2223WLOB17256
PWD2223WLOB17257 PWD2223WSOB17219 PWD2223WSOB17220
PWD2223WSOB17222 PWD2223WSOB17223 PWD2223WSOB17224
PWD2223WSOB17225 PWD2223WSOB17226 PWD2223WSOB17228
PWD2223WSOB17235 PWD2223WSOB17236 PWD2223WSOB17240
PWD2223WSOB17241 PWD2223WSOB17243 PWD2223WSOB17245
PWD2223WSOB17247 PWD2223WSOB17249 PWD2223WSOB17252

(AVFûIY IbY¸FFSX VF¸FFÊ)
Ad°FdSX¢°F ¸Fb£¹F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

Dipr/c/3057/2023 ÀFF.d³F.d½F. ÀFa·FF¦F-´Fi±F¸F CXQ¹F´FbSX

Vivek Krishnan

vivek.krishnan@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: It was the 53rd over of
India’s second innings when the
television cameras panned to a
pensive Rohit Sharma in the
Indian dressing room. With 12th
man Ishan Kishan sitting next to
him, the India skipper seemed
visibly upset and gesticulating
with his hands for a few lofted
shots. 

In the middle was Cheteshwar
Pujara, batting on 52 after more
than 120 deliveries and looking
comfortable defending against
his long-standing rival, Nathan
Lyon. Sharma was understanda-
bly concerned that India’s lead
was less than 60 with three wick-
ets remaining. At the end of the
over, Kishan ran out to the mid-
dle to offer a drink and a few
words to Pujara. 

It’s not quite clear whether the
message resulted in Pujara step-
ping out of his crease and dis-
patching Lyon over wide mid-on
for a six in the spinner’s next
over. Or perhaps it was just
Pujara’s way of telling Sharma,
“Relax. If the ball is right, I will
go for it.” The cameras again
panned to Sharma, now offering
a wide grin. 

This little passage of play
seemed to sum up Pujara’s Test
career. Even when he is scoring
the runs that others aren’t, there
is someone somewhere who’s
always demanding more of the

35-year-old. 
The game, of course, is subject

to diverging opinions. There may
be some who suggest that a more
attacking approach was the need
of the hour on Thursday given
that this track is the kind where
mere survival wouldn’t probably
take you far.

But this is Pujara’s method,
and he’s not willingly of course
choosing to decline run-scoring
opportunities. It comes down to
what he sees as risky shots, and
minimising them maximises his
chances of success in his view.
When the opportunity presented
itself on Thursday, he did hit five
fours and that lone six. 

Pushing it to Day 3
If he hadn’t contributed 59 and
consumed 142 balls at the crease
in India’s second innings, one
can argue that they would have
been brooding over a loss inside
two days. On a track where most
of the batters were unable to
spend much time in the middle,
he showed the wherewithal to
dig in. 

He had been done in by a dev-
ilish off-break in the first innings
and seemed to make his mind up
that a similar delivery will be
needed to dismiss him. As it
turned out, it did take a stunning
catch by Australia captain Steve
Smith for Pujara to be sent back.

“It’s a tough pitch to bat on.
It’s not easy, you need to trust
your defence, make sure you get

to the pitch of the ball or if it’s
short, play off the back foot. You
need a mixture of attack and
defence on this pitch. If you keep
defending, one ball will bounce
and hit your glove. My aim was
to be a bit more positive, try and
score as many as possible,”
Pujara told the official broad-
caster at the end of the day’s play.

‘An unbelievable cricketer’
He also used his feet expertly to
smother the vicious spin on
offer. In contrast to Shubman
Gill’s expansive swipe across the
line after charging down the
track against Lyon, Pujara often
stepped out of his crease to play
the ball safely along the ground.

Lyon has had many engross-
ing battles with the India No. 3
over the years. 

“I won’t describe him as flashy
or anything like that. But he’s an
unbelievable cricketer. I’ve got a
lot of respect for the way he goes
about it. Nothing fazes him,
whether it’s bouncing at the
Gabba or spinning in Indore. He
seems to find a way and a
method,” Lyon told reporters,
acknowledging the quality of
Pujara’s innings. 

“He doesn’t have reverse
sweeps and shots like that, but
one thing he does have is an
unbelievable defence. In my eyes,
Test cricket is built around
defence. We saw his class on a
pretty challenging wicket once
again.”

Resistance in short supply, 
Pujara finds way in the dust

Cheteshwar Pujara plays a shot during Day 2 of the third Test at the Holkar Stadium on Thursday. AFP

HT Correspondent

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: With the start of the 
Women’s Premier League on Sat-
urday, India will finally embark on
the path that will help it become a
powerhouse of women’s cricket. 
Declaring that WPL is going to 
have a massive impact on Indian 
cricket, Mumbai Indians women’s
team head coach Charlotte 
Edwards said: “The Hundred is 
really special for women’s cricket.
I expect WPL is only going to be 
bigger. It is massive, it will make 
the India team stronger in a couple
of years.”

“It is going to carve out unbe-
lievable talent. The tournament is
going to make India a powerhouse
of women’s cricket,” said Edwards,
a legend of the game having played
23 Tests, 191 ODIs and 95 T20Is for
England between 1996 and 2016. 

India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur, who is captaining MI, said 
Indian cricket had been missing a
tournament like WPL. “I think this
(WPL) is a great platform for all 
Indian players. We have been 
missing this for a long time. In 
Australia, the WBBL, and The 
Hundred in England have pro-
duced so many hidden talent. 
WPL will do the same for India,” 
Harmanpreet said.

The India captain gave her own
example of how playing in the for-
eign T20 leagues helped her get 
better. “WPL will be a great plat-
form to know overseas players, 
and learn from their experience. 
The amount of experience and 
confidence I got playing in WBBL
and The Hundred, I want the 
young Indian domestic players to
get such,” the MI captain said. 

Delhi Capitals skipper Meg Lan-
ning said the WPL offers a great 
platform for young Indian girls. 
“WPL is a massive moment for the
sport, it’s the logical next step and
makes a lot of sense. Cricket in 
India is people’s lives and the fact 
that WPL is up and running, and 
to be involved in 
something 
like this, is 
amazing. 
It’s only 
going to 
grow in 
the coming
years,” said 
Lanning (in
pic).

‘INDIA WILL BE A  
POWERHOUSE OF 
WOMEN’S CRICKET 
THANKS TO WPL’
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Top figures by visiting bowlers in India

Ajaz Patel (NZ)
Wankhede, 2021

Stats: ESPN Cricinfo

Overs Runs Wkts Econ

Nathan Lyon (Aus)
Bengaluru, 2017

Lance Klusener (SA)
Eden Gardens, 1996

Nathan Lyon (Aus)
Indore, 2023

Sikander Bakht (Pak)
Delhi, 1979

Jason Krejza (Aus)
Nagpur, 2008

47.5

22.2

21.3

23.3

21

43.5

2.48

2.23

2.97

2.72

3.28

4.9

119

50

64

64

69

215

10

8

8

8

8

8

Among Indians, Lyon 
has got Pujara the most

C Pujara

A Rahane

R Sharma

V Kohli

I Sharma

Stats: Howstat

B C C&B LBW St

3 7 1 2 

6 1 2 1

1 4  1 1

2 5  

4 3 

1

13

10

8

7

7

Total

Most successful Australian 
bowler in India

Nathan Lyon

Richie Benaud

Graham McKenzie

Shane Warne

Jason Gillespie

Stats: ESPN Cricinfo

WktsMat

10

8

8

9

7

Overs Fifers

10 
wkts/
match

418.2

492.1

330.3

459.1

259.2

53

52

34

34

33

He's (Pujara) an 
unbelievable 
cricketer. Nothing 
fazes him, whether 
it's bouncing at the 
Gabba or spinning 
in Indore. He seems 
to find a way and a 
method. Boys and 
girls can go the way 
he goes about 
batting and learn 
from it. 
— NATHAN LYON

Vivek Krishnan

vivek.krishnan@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: There were fielders
prowling around the bat, eagerly
waiting to pounce on the small-
est of errors. There was the pres-
sure of a sizeable first-innings
deficit. And the spinners were at
the batter ball after ball, seldom
drifting from that probing line
and length.

This is what many visiting
teams have encountered and
succumbed to, especially in the
third innings of Tests in India.
On Day 2 of the third Test at the
Holkar Cricket Stadium on
Thursday, it was the turn of
India’s batters to face the music.

The hosts didn’t have the
answer to the stern examination,
getting bowled out for 163 at the
stroke of stumps on Day 2. It
leaves Australia, who responded
to India’s first-innings total of
109 with 197 for an 88-run lead,

needing 76 runs for victory on
Day 3. Unless the Aussies col-
lapse spectacularly on Friday,
they should make it 1-2 going
into the final Test in Ahmeda-
bad.

Accuracy to the fore
If they can get past the finish line
here, they have senior off-spin-
ner Nathan Lyon to thank. The
35-year-old utilised the helpful
surface to perfection, taking 8/64
after 23.3 overs of unrelenting
accuracy. 

For India, Cheteshwar Pujara
hung on gamely for 142 balls and
compiled 59, but he had little
support from the other batters.
When he was sent back courtesy
a diving, one-handed catch by
Steve Smith at leg slip, India’s
hopes of stretching the lead
beyond 100 also dissipated. 

The Australian spinners —
Lyon, Matt Kuhnemann and
Todd Murphy — were engaged in
a cat-and-mouse game with
India’s batters right through the
day. While Kuhnemann got the
crucial wicket of Virat Kohli, it
was Lyon who caused the maxi-
mum hassle for India. He likes to
create a bit of mystique about his
bowling by talking up the varia-
tions that he’s working on, but
it’s the stock off-break and the
arm ball that he banks on for his
wickets. 

“This spell is up there. I am
really proud of the way we have
gone about it. Personal success is
great to have, but after Delhi, we
had some good conversations as
a team. I am prouder of the way
we have gone about it as a collec-
tive group. But this spell is cer-
tainly up there as one of my
career highlights,” said Lyon
after achieving match figures of
11/ 99.

Trailing by 88 runs going into
their second innings, the Indian
players were under tremendous
pressure for the first time per-
haps since the series began in
Nagpur on February 9. That

pressure seemed to show in
Shubman Gill’s rash dismissal in
India’s fifth over of the innings.
Against Lyon, operating from
around the wicket, Gill stepped
out and heaved across the line,
entirely uncharacteristic of
someone who’s usually pleasing
to the eye. He missed, heard the
sound of the ball hitting timber
and began his long walk back to
the pavilion.

Rohit Sharma, too, was out
cheaply, trapped leg-before to a
Lyon delivery that seemed to
deceive him in length. With
Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja also
not adding much to the score,

India were 79/4 going into the
tea break with Pujara and
Shreyas Iyer at the crease.

Short show of intent
There was a slight shift in
momentum when India scored
32 runs in the first four overs of
the final session thanks to Iyer’s
initiative. He punished short
balls from Kuhnemann for six
twice through midwicket. Pujara
was at ease using his feet, step-
ping down the track but mini-
mising the threat by playing the
ball along the ground. Just as
Iyer was giving the Australians
something to think about
though, a flick against Mitchell
Starc was snaffled brilliantly by
Usman Khawaja at midwicket. 

Lyon continued posing prob-
lems, finding that optimum pace
and exacting length to challenge
the Indian batters time and
again. He got a straighter deliv-
ery to beat Bharat’s defence and
hit off-stump while a conven-
tional off-break was good
enough to dismiss Ashwin leg-
before.

Lyon’s effort has perhaps
ensured that the Australians
won’t rue their batting in the
morning session on Thursday. 

In contrast to the first day
when the first hour presented
plenty of drama, the Australian
batting pair of Peter Handscomb

and Cameron Green exuded a
sea of calm at the start. Barring
one occasion when Green
charged down the track to Jadeja
and lofted the ball over mid-on
for four, the two batters did not
feel the need to take the attack-
ing route. They were untroubled
in defence, preferring to build on
that first-innings lead steadily. 

It was largely Jadeja and Axar
that operated with the ball in the
first hour. Given what followed,
though, Sharma may regret not
bringing in Ashwin earlier into
the attack. 

The ace off-spinner was given
the ball an hour into Day 2, and
didn’t take long to stamp his
imprint on the contest. In his
second over of the day, he got
Handscomb caught at short leg.
The breakthrough seemed to
open the floodgates again as the
Aussies inexplicably lost their
last six wickets for 11 runs in 34
balls. 

While Ashwin went on to dis-
miss Alex Carey and Lyon to fin-
ish with three wickets, Umesh
Yadav also made his presence
felt with three quick scalps.
Brought into the attack when the
ball was 71 overs old, he was able
to get the ball to straighten after
pitching and target the stumps.
Green perished leg-before while
the off-stumps of Starc and Mur-
phy were sent cartwheeling.

Lyon revives the Aussie pride
India are bowled out 
for 163 in their second 
innings on Day 2 with 
the Aussie off-spinner 
bagging eight wickets 
and leaving them to 
chase just 76 to win

SCORECARD
India 1st innings 109

Australia 1st innings 
(overnight 156/4)

P Handscomb c Iyer b Ashwin 19
C Green lbw b Yadav 21
A Carey lbw b Ashwin 3
M Starc b Yadav 1
N Lyon b Ashwin 5
T Murphy b Yadav 0
M Kuhnemann not out 0

Extras (b9, lb8, nb5) 22

Total (all out, 76.3 overs) 197

FoW: 5-186, 6-188, 7-192, 8-196, 9-197, 
10-197

Bowling: Ashwin 20.3-4-44-3, 
Jadeja 32-8-78-4, Axar 13-1-33-0, 
Umesh 5-0-12-3, Siraj 6-1-13-0

India 2nd innings
R Sharma lbw b Lyon 12
S Gill b Lyon 5
C Pujara c Smith b Lyon 59
V Kohli lbw b Kuhnemann 13
R Jadeja lbw b Lyon 7
S Iyer c Khawaja b Starc 26
S Bharat b Lyon 3
R Ashwin lbw b Lyon 16
A Patel not out 15
U Yadav c Green b Lyon 0
M Siraj b Lyon 0

Extras (lb4, b3) 7

Total (all out, 60.3 overs) 163

FoW: 1-15, 2-32, 3-54, 4-78, 5-113, 
6-118, 7-140, 8-155, 9-155

Bowling: Starc 7-1-14-1, Kuhnemann 
16-2-60-1, Lyon 23.3-1-64-8, Murphy 
14-6-18-0

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH
E-TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited under two bid system for allotment of under mentioned shops/sites:-
1. Built up Tuckshop, Opposite Library, PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh. 2. Canteen measuring 36.00
sq. Mtrs (approx.) at 4th Floor, B block ramp, Nehru Hospital PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh. 3. Built
up Chemist Shop No. 1, APC (Basement), for sale of medicines, drugs and surgical items PGIMER,
Chandigarh. 4. Built up Chemist Shop No. 4, APC (Basement), for sale of medicines, drugs and
surgical items PGIMER, Chandigarh. 5. Shop No. 8, New Shopping Complex at PGIMER, Sector 12,
Chandigarh for opening a Restaurant (Non-Traditional).
Closing date & time: 22.03.2023 at 11.00 AM. The link for the e-Bidding portal is http://eprocure.
gov.in/eprocure/app
Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at http://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/appWebsite: http://pgimer.edu.in
PGI RC Advt. 23 HR-000164 DIRECTOR

This PDF was  uploade To Teligram channel_ LBS Newspaper platform (https://t.me/LBSNEWSPAPER) @LBSNEWSPAPER
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Rabada scalps six 
as Windies lose 
PRETORIA: Kagiso Rabada 
led the way as South 
Africa’s pace attack ripped 
through the West Indies to 
win the first Test inside 
three days with an 87-run 
triumph. Rabada took 6/50 
as SA bowled out the 
tourists for 159 after the WI 
were set a target of 247 to 
win. 
Brief scores: SA 342  and 116. 
West Indies 212  and 159 
(Blackwood 79, Rabada 6/50). 
SA won  by 87 runs.

ROI score 484 in 
Irani Cup vs MP
GWALIOR: A fit-again 
Navdeep Saini bagged two 
quick wickets against MP 
after Yash Dhull’s half-
century took Rest of India to 
484 on Day 2 of the Irani 
Cup. Madhya Pradesh were 
112/3 at stumps. 
Brief scores: ROI 484 (A 
Easwaran 154, Y Jaiswal 213, Y 
Dhull 55, Avesh Khan 4/72). 
MP 112/3 in 43 overs (Y Dubey
53, N Saini 2/15).

D Gukesh ACF’s 
Player of the Year 
ABU DHABI: Indian GM D 
Gukesh was named the 
Player-of-the-Year by the 
Asian Chess Federation for 
winning gold in the Chess 
Olympiad at last year. The 
Indian women’s team of 
Koneru Humpy, D Harika, 
R Vaishali, Tania Sachdev 
and Bhakti Kulkarni, was 
the ‘Best Women’s team of 
the Year’, while GM RB 
Ramesh bagged the men’s 
coach of the Year award and 
GM Abhijit Kunte won the 
women’s coach of the Year. 

Arsenal win big, go 
five points clear
LONDON: Gabriel Martinelli
starred as Arsenal moved 
five points clear at the top of 
the Premier League with a 
4-0 rout of Everton. Bukayo 
Saka broke Everton’s 
resistance late in the first 
half before Martinelli 
doubled the lead. Martin 
Odegaard bagged the third 
and Martinelli wrapped up 
Arsenal’s biggest victory 
since October. 

Avishek Roy

avishek.roy@htlive.com

BALLARI: It was the perfect setting
for Jeswin Aldrin. The Inspire 
Institute of Sport centre here has 
been Aldrin’s training ground for 
four years, it is where he has made
his way up from the junior level to
senior international circuit. So, in
front of his people and coach 
Yoandri Betanzos, the two-time 
world championships medallist 
from Cuba, an inspired Aldrin 
leapt to a new national record of 
8.42m at the Throws and Jumps 
Competition on Thursday, shatter-
ing the previous record of M Sree-
shankar (8.36m).

Aldrin was terrific all through,
starting with a leap of 8.05m and 
pushing it to 8.26m before breach-
ing the national record in his third
attempt. 

The only matter of concern, if
any, was the gust of wind blowing
intermittently. As soon as Aldrin 
made the jump, he turned to check
the wind. It had robbed him of the
national record last year at the 
Federation Cup when his 8.37m 
was declared wind-assisted. The 
wind velocity should not exceed 
2m/s to be considered a legal jump.
This time Aldrin had luck by his 
side and the wind measurement 
came to +1.8m/s setting the new 
national record. His jump is the 
best in the world this season so far,
with Brazil’s Weslley Beraldo a dis-
tant second (8.12m).

“It was really special because it
has come in my home ground and
in front of people with whom I 

train,” said 21-year-old Aldrin, 
whose previous personal best was
8.26m.

“I want to be the best long
jumper in the world and for that, I
should be the topper in my coun-
try first. I have been aiming for the
NR since last year and I am happy
that I have been able to achieve it.”

“We knew the jump was 8.40m.
There is no pressure on me here. It
(wind) has always been like that. I
was happy to see that it was within
the limits.”

Since last year Aldrin has found
a new gear, breaching the 8m 
mark and giving good competition
to Tokyo Olympian Sreeshankar. 
But it was also a year where a dip 
in performance in international 
meets before the world champion-
ships put him under the scrutiny 
of the Athletics Federation of 
India. Only after two selection 
trials was he cleared to compete at
the world championships in 
Eugene, where his best was 7.78m
in qualification.

Aldrin has emerged mentally
stronger from that episode. At the
National Games in October, he 
qualified for this year’s world 
championships in Budapest with 
an 8.26m leap, and opened the 
2023 season with another 
impressive performance at the 
Asian Indoor Championships in 
Kazakhstan, winning a gold medal
(7.97m), last month.

“Last year, I was struggling with
consistency. This year I am focus-
sing on that. The mindset has 
changed. Last season, I was think-
ing about jumping farther and far-

ther. This year, I know I need the 
big jumps but outside of India. I 
am saving the big jumps for the 
world championships and the 
Asian Games.”

Performing at the world level
has not been easy for Indian jump-
ers though they are setting new 
benchmarks at home. Aldrin feels
it is all about adapting to different
conditions by competing outside 
of India. “We are used to compet-
ing in our environment. As we get
more competition abroad, we will
improve. When you keep doing it 
again and again, the performance
will go up.”

Two things that Aldrin worked
on after the Asian Indoor meet 
were his approach to the take-off 
board and his speed. “Before I was
taking 20 strides. I am now taking
18 and making a moving start. 
When you move you will get a lit-
tle bit of speed that helps. When 
you start standing in one place you
should produce force to run fast.”

“In Asian Indoor, I wanted to
run faster. I am now trying to stay
calm, get that speed and take off.”

Having qualified for the worlds
and Asian Games, Aldrin wants to
now focus on his technique.

“As I have made the cut, I can
focus more on technical things 
and take risks. I am saving my big
jumps for world championships 
and Asian Games.”

In other events on the day, triple
jumper Praveen Chithravel set a 
new meet record of 17.17m while 
high jumper Sarvesh Anil Kushare
cleared 2.24m for another meet 
record. 8.0 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.5

India's 
long jump 
record 
progression

TC Youhanan
(1974)

Amritpal Singh
(2004)

K Prem Kumar
(2013)

Ankit Sharma
(2016)

Murali Sreeshankar
(2018)

Murali Sreeshankar
(2021)

Murali Sreeshankar
(2022)

Jeswin Aldrin
(2023)

8.07

In meters

8.08

8.09

8.19

8.20

8.26

8.36

8.42 

Aldrin leaps to national record 
Sandip Sikdar

sandip.sikdar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: It looks like Hockey 
India (HI) has more or less zeroed
in on Graham Reid’s successor as
chief coach of the Indian men’s 
team. South African Craig Fulton 
has emerged as the probable suc-
cessor to the Australian, who led 
India to their first Olympic medal 
in 41 years. “Even though it is not
confirmed yet, Fulton looks
likely to take up the job,” an offi-
cial in the Indian hockey setup
said on condition of anonymity.

Fulton is currently an assistant
coach with Olympic champions 
Belgium, who also finished run-
ners-up at the World Cup in Odi-
sha in January. Fulton became a 
probable candidate for the India 
job because unlike him most top 
coaches are contracted with teams
till the 2024 Paris Olympics. 

“I don’t know if he is going or
not but I understand the situa-

tion. His contract was from
the 2018 World Cup to

the 2023 World Cup
which is why probably

he became a non-con-
troversial choice contract-wise,” 
an official in the Belgium hockey 
setup said.

Fulton is also a coach with Bel-
gian club KHC Dragons and 
guided Racing to the Belgian 
hockey league title last year. “The 
league gets over on May 15 so it is 
possible that he may leave before it
is over,” said the Belgium official.

A former international who
played 191 matches for South 
Africa from 1996 to 2005, the 
48-year-old also played in the 1996
and 2004 Olympics and the 2002 
World Cup.

After coaching stints in multi-
ple clubs in England, Ireland and 
South Africa, Fulton became the 
Ireland head coach in 2014. He 
guided Ireland to bronze at the 
2015 EuroHockey Championship 
and helped them qualify for both 
the 2016 Rio Olympics – their first
since the 1908 London Olympics –
and the 2018 World Cup. He was 
also named the 2015 FIH Men’s 
Coach of the Year.

After his four-year stint with
Ireland, Fulton joined Belgium as 
an assistant to head coach Shane 
McLeod in 2018, helping them win
the World Cup in Bhubaneswar 
later that year. He was also part of
the Belgian outfit that won the 
Tokyo Olympics gold and silver at
the 2023 World Cup in Odisha.

Fulton’s brother Grant and wife
Natalie were also South Africa 
internationals.

Meanwhile, in Bengaluru,
interim coaches David John and 
BJ Kariappa have joined the India
camp and have started training the
team starting Wednesday. It has 
been learnt that Reid’s final day of
the one-month notice period was 
Tuesday. Reid quit after India’s dis-
appointing show at the World Cup
in January where the hosts fin-
ished joint ninth — the worst show
by a host nation.

Fulton likely to be 
India hockey coach

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick,mehta@htlive.com

PANAJI: Athletes often talk of the
Olympic hangover—the lull that 
follows the unmatched high of 
the Games. For Sutirtha Mukher-
jee, it was an extended period of 
hush. One that also had her 
coach, Soumyadeep Roy, 
embroiled in a court case filed by
Manika Batra that eventually led
to the national federation being 
disbanded for a Committee of 
Administrators (CoA). 

Roy, who was the national
coach at the Tokyo Olympics in 
2021, was accused by Batra of 
allegedly asking her to throw 

away a match against Mukherjee
in the Olympic qualifiers so that 
both the Indian women could get
to Tokyo. They did. Batra made it
to the third round. Mukherjee to
the second. Batra continued to 
make headlines  and move ahead
in the rankings. Mukherjee stag-
nated.

On Thursday, however, Muk-
herjee was not only one of the 
standout surprises of the WTT 
Star Contender Goa, but also gave
Batra company as one of the two
Indian faces remaining in the 
event. Before India’s top paddler
doused the challenge from the 
world No. 14 Adriana Diaz, the 
147th-ranked Mukherjee swept 
past the No. 18 Jia Nan Yuan of 

France 3-0 (11-7, 11-8, 11-7) to 
cruise into the singles Rd of 16. 
“To beat a player ranked as high 
as 18, I am just so happy,” she 
said. 

It’s an unexpectedly welcome
run in the international tourna-
ment at home for the Naihati-
born paddler after a year of indif-
ferent results playing largely on 
the domestic circuit. “I struggled
a lot last year,” Mukherjee said. 

“My rankings also went too
low. Now I feel like I’m starting to
play well.” 

The Covid-curtailed domestic
calendar in 2022 restricted her 
competitive outings to few and 
far between, while Roy said she 
did not have enough funds to 

travel abroad for tournaments. 
She also did not make the Com-
monwealth Games squad. And 
therefore, tucked at their training
base in Jadavpur, Mukherjee 
immersed herself in practice. 

A lean patch
“After the Olympics, she went 
through a lean patch,” Roy said. 
“But she is a fighter. We believed
that if we kept working and kept 
the self-belief high, she would get
back. We got a long period of 
training because she wasn’t play-
ing a lot of tournaments. It was 
actually a blessing in disguise.”

Mukherjee brought those
truckloads of training hours and
days into the National Games in 

September, where she beat Batra
in the semi-finals and Sreeja 
Akula in the final for the singles 
title to go with the doubles and 
team gold. That was a critical 
starting point in her turnaround
path. She will now play world No.
12 Portuguese Fu Yu on Friday. 

Batra will do that against
China’s world No. 20 Qian Tianyi
after a solid 3-1 (11-9, 11-8, 5-11, 11-8)
victory over the Puerto Rican 
Diaz. Batra and G Sathiyan, 
though, lost their mixed doubles
quarter-final 3-0 (12-10, 11-6, 11-6)
to the Japanese combo of Miwa 
Harimoto and Shunaue Togami.
Sathiyan also lost his singles 
Round of 32 to Japan’s world No.
22 Yukiya Uda 3-0 (11-9, 11-5, 11-8).

Batra, Mukherjee earn shock wins to keep Indian interest alive

Sutirtha Mukjerjee beat world No. 18 Jia Nan Yuan of France at the 
WTT Star Contender in Goa on Thursday. WTT
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deciding which one to perform 
at is surely a difficult choice,” 
says DJ Jugni aka The Bewafa 
Boy, who will be playing at The 
Lalit New Delhi on Holi (March 
8). He adds, “The day demands 
something special that keeps 
the energy high. My usual gigs 
are Sufi, but on Holi, I plan to 
play Bollywood numbers and 
serve the crowd what they 
crave!” 

Some, like Gouri Sharma 
aka DJ Gouri, have been 
performing at Holi-themed 

gigs since February 24. On 
March 6, she will be DJing at a 
private event in Unitech Golf 
and Country Club, Noida. “I 
also played for hostels in 
Greater Noida,” says Sharma, 
who is booked for a few days 
after Holi as well. “For these, I 
got booked two months in 
advance. I’ve been receiving so 
many queries that I had to turn 
down some.” She will be 
playing in Chandigarh on the 
day of the festival.

In the Capital, DJ Ana will be

spinning the disc at the lawns 
opposite The Leela Ambience 
Convention Hotel Delhi, on 
Holi. She shares, “On March 5, 
I will playing in Agra and then, 
I have a post-Holi bash in 
Udaipur on March 11.”

DJ Yogii, who will be belting
out Bollywood and Punjabi 
tracks at a Holi party in Goa on 
March 7, also shares that his 
phone hasn’t stopped ringing: 
“I’m still getting around 10 to 12 
queries every day from 
different cities!”PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/FAROUTAKHTAR

NOTE TO 
READERS: Some 
of the coverage 
that appears on 
our pages is 
paid for by the 
concerned 
brands. No 
sponsored 
content does or 
shall appear in 
any part of HT 
without it being 
declared as such 
to our valued 
readers.

Actor Sushmita 
Sen revealed on 

Thursday that she 
“suffered a heart 
attack a couple of 
days back”. She 
wrote on Insta, 
“Angioplasty 

done…stent in 
place…and most 
importantly, my 

cardiologist 
reconfirmed ‘I 
do have a big 
heart’ (sic).”

STOP PRESS

spoke for a few months and 
decided to take the leap only 
after we got to know each other 
well. He’s a gem of a person.”

The wedding is set for later
this year: “We want a winter 
wedding, but the dates aren’t 
finalised yet.”

NO SHOW IN AUSTRALIA
Akhtar’s shows in Australia, initially scheduled for the coming weekend, have been 
cancelled due to “unforeseen circumstances”. Sharing the news on social media, he 
wrote, “Please believe me when I say that we share your disappointment. However, 
I do hope to come to your beautiful country in the near future and perform for you.”

City
Delhi

Rishabh Suri

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

A
ctor Swini Khara, who
won hearts as actor
Amitabh Bachchan’s
nine-year-old 

neighbour in Cheeni Kum 
(2007), is now engaged. The 24-
year-old took to Instagram on 
Wednesday to share dreamy 
pictures from her engagement 
to Urvish Desai. 

Revealing that it was an 
arranged match, the Baa Bahoo 
Aur Baby actor tells us, “I met 
Urvish a few months ago. My 
parents had been searching 
[for a match]. When I met him, 
we clicked immediately as we 
are very similar in nature. We 

MY FIRST 
INSTINCT IS TO 
BOTTLE UP MY 

EMOTIONS
Sugandha Rawal

sugandha.rawal@hindustantimes.com

F
or Farhan Akhtar, creating music has been an
emotional outlet like no other. The actor-
musician tells us, “Going on the path of music
has truly helped me with sharing my thoughts
and feelings.”

This kind of opening up, he admits, is something he
has always struggled with. “My personality is such that 
I rarely share what’s going on in my mind. My first 
instinct is to bottle up my emotions,” the 49-year-old 
says, adding that immersing himself in music has 
“enabled me to be a little more vocal about my 
thoughts”.

This has helped him become a better actor, too. 
Akhtar adds, “Sharing what I’m feeling benefits me as 
an actor. When you are not carrying a load, it’s much 
easier to perform. [You are able] to be in the moment 
and leave behind the anxiety or fear of judgement. 
That’s what you really want to do as an actor.”

As he continues on his journey as a musician, the 
Toofaan (2021) actor assures us that acting hasn’t taken 
a back-seat. “I want to be back on screen. I am in the 
process of doing that and hopefully, I will make an 
announcement very soon,” he wraps up.

Swini Khara: We 
are looking at a 
winter wedding

On the work front, Khara, 
who was last seen in the 2016 
film MS Dhoni - The Untold 
Story, has “moved away 
slightly from acting”. Currently 
working at a law firm, she tells 
us, “After studying law in 
Hyderabad for four years, I was 
abroad for an exchange 
programme and returned only 
in 2021. [Before that], I had left 
acting because I had to pay 
attention to my studies.”

And while she is still offered
films and shows, Khara is 
“happy” with the career switch. 
“Earlier, I wanted to give 
priority to university. Now, it’s 
law... But, if I do come across 
interesting scripts, I will try to 
go ahead with them,” she ends.

P
When I first 
met Urvish, 
we clicked 
immediately.
SWINI KHARA,  Actor

Manvi Singh

htcity@hindustantimes.com 

N
o splash of colour on Holi
is complete sans the 
peppy beats from the DJ

console. All set to make party 
animals groove to their tunes 
are Delhi-based DJs, who are 
neck-deep in enquiries from 
not just NCR, but across the 
country. 

“It has been three months 
since I have been receiving 
queries for Holi parties, and 

DJ Gouri DJ Yogii
PHOTO: FACEBOOK/ 

DJ YOGII

Swini Khara in Cheeni Kum; (left) 
with Urvish Desai  PHOTO: INSTAGRAM

PHOTO: FACEBOOK/ 
SUSHMITA SEN

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK (FOR 
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

Holi hai! Delhi’s DJs booked 

three months in advance for 

pre- and post-Holi bashes

Farhan Akhtar 
credits music 
for enabling 
him to be more 
expressive
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F
amily sagas that are high on
emotions and portray 
generational gaps in the
most relatable manner have

long been enjoyed by movie buffs. 
Director Rahul V Chittella’s 
Gulmohar creates a world where 
three generations of Batras are 
living together, celebrating and 
being a part of each other’s ups 
and downs. But deep down, they 
harbour discontent, and that’s 
when things start to fall apart. 
Gulmohar is interesting, but the 
trailer might have shown way 
more than what’s required. 

The film follows the family’s last
four days together, before they 
move out of their 32-year-old 
ancestral home. The matriarch, 
Kusum Batra (Sharmila Tagore), 
expresses her wish that the family 
stays back for a couple of more 
days to celebrate its last Holi in 
this house, while also letting them 
know about her decision to move 
to Puducherry and live alone. Her 
son, Arun (Manoj Bajpayee), is left 
bewildered. He was already 
dealing with the unsettling 
thought that his son, Adi (Suraj 
Sharma), doesn’t want to live with 
his parents in the new house, but 
in a rented accommodation with 
his partner. During the four days 
Batras spend in Gulmohar Villa, 
every member gets to unravel 
secrets about their own existence 
and also about each other, which 
leads to their relationships falling 
apart and some, getting thicker. 

The first half is very engaging, 

but the film loses pace in the 
second half — so much that you 
want the climax to arrive soon. 
Chittella and Arpita Mukherjee’s 
story is extremely layered, which is
great to begin with. But beyond a 
point, the narrative becomes a bit 
convoluted. At 132 minutes, the 
film needed much better editing. A 
few subplots initially looked like 
they’d play a crucial part in the 
plot, but end up being half-baked. 

I quite like complex characters
if their stories have scope to be 
explored. But in Gulmohar, stories 
of such characters are left 
unexplored. That being said, the 
film beautifully explores father-
son conflict (Bajpayee and 
Sharma), mother-son equation 
(Tagore and Bajpayee), grandma-
granddaughter bond (Tagore and 
Utsavi Jha). Another thing that 
stands out is the way it highlights 
the hidden desires of women, the 
sacrifices a mother makes to give 
her kids a better life. The scenes 
between Kusum and her 
granddaughter Amrita, where 
Kusum talks about her early days, 
marriage and motherhood are so 
endearing. 

Emotionally-charged 
performances are the highlight of 
Gulmohar. It is a delight watching 
Tagore on screen after over a 
decade. The elegance and poise 
she exudes are remarkable. The 
way she talks of her philosophy of 
‘Everything is meant to be, or not’ 
stays with you. Bajpayee, as  
someone who balances the duties 
of a son, husband and father while 
finding traces of his own reality, is 
moving. Simran, as Arun’s wife 
Indu, is terrific. As the strongest 
pillar of the family, she has a sense 
of calm even in moments of hassle. 
Amol Palekar as Sudhakar Batra, 
Kusum’s brother-in-law, is 
someone you love to hate. His 
dialogues are possibly the best and 
his character, the most layered. 
Sharma, I felt, didn’t get much 
scope to show his acting chops. 

Gulmohar is a bittersweet tale of
a family, its values and the fact that 
everyone is living their lives 
somewhere between fate and the 
choices they make. Watch it for 
some touching performances and 
characters that may feel familiar. 

Monika Rawal Kukreja

An intriguing family saga that 
is convincing and convoluted 

GULMOHAR
Cast: Sharmila Tagore, Manoj 
Bajpayee, Simran, Amol 
Palekar, Suraj Sharma 
Direction: Rahul V Chittella

{ NO RATING MOVIE REVIEW }  

I
f reports are to be 
believed, singer Madonna
and boxing coach Josh 
Popper are seeing each

other. After she broke up with 
23-year-old model Andrew 
Darnell, Madonna, 64, is 
reported to have cosied up to 
Popper, 29.

A source told DailyMail that
Popper has been training one 
of Madonna’s six children at 
his gym in New York City (US). 

While neither have 
confirmed nor denied their 
romance, their pictures on 
social media fuelled rumours 
of them being together. Also, 
multiple outlets have inside 
sources confirming the news. 

Days after the 2023 
Grammy Awards last month, 
the Material Girl hitmaker 

shared photos with her 
rumoured new beau on her 
Instagram Story.

In the since-expired snaps,
the singer could be seen 
cuddling up to her heavily-
tattooed partner.

Madonna has had a string
of relationships throughout 
her highly successful career in 
music. She was in a 
relationship with fitness 
trainer Carlos Leon when she 
gave birth to her first child, 
Lourdes Leon, in October 
1996. 

Currently, Madonna is 
grieving the loss of her 
brother, Anthony Ciccone, 
who died on February 24. She 
has reportedly found comfort 
in her partner, Popper. 

ANI

I wanted to give people 
the gift of sound, says 
Anuradha Paudwal

Soumya Vajpayee

soumya.vajpayee@hindustantimes.com

S
inger Anuradha Paudwal
has been associated with a
lot of charitable causes —

water conservation, welfare of 
“kids suffering from HIV in 
Latur (Maharashtra)” to now 
the upliftment of those with 
hearing impairment. Today, on 
World Hearing Day, the Padma 
Shri awardee will donate 200 
hearing aids to the needy. 
“During my travel for work and 
shows, I came across so many 
people with this disability. 
That’s when I decided to give 
people the gift of sound,” says 
the singer, 68, who has raised 
funds solely through her 
performances. 

An initiative like this needs
support. Paudwal has found a 
hearing aid manufacturer to 

conduct tests and screenings. 
“We started with Hyderabad, 
followed by four villages in 
Odisha — one of which is 
Rairangpur, the constituency 
of President Draupadi Murmu. 
When I told her about my 
initiative, she was very 
supportive. We’ll soon conduct 
screenings in Mumbai, rural 
areas of Maharashtra and then 
in other states,” she adds. 

But, why hearing 
impairment? She says, “There 
are people in rural areas who 
do not even know of a disorder 
like this, forget buying hearing 
aids. We started by helping 
people learn about hearing 
deficiencies, followed by 
identifying the impaired. I 
decided to raise funds and 
donate through my foundation 
to customise hearing aids. This 
is just the beginning.” 

Has 

Madonna 

found love in 

boxing coach 

Josh Popper?

Madonna and Josh Popper PHOTO: FACEBOOK

PHOTO: FRAZER HARRISON/AFP

PHOTO: FACEBOOK

Of course, there are actors 
who call paps themselves and 
then get clicked, to gain social 
media mileage. That benefits 

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha.rawal@hindustantimes.com

M
anasi Parekh is
worried about the
blurring lines of
privacy with the
growing

paparazzi culture in India. 
The actor’s concern comes in 
the backdrop of the increase 
in cases of public figures 
slamming photographers for 
crossing a line and invading 
their personal space — the 
most recent example of this 
being actor Alia Bhatt. 

“Paparazzi culture in 
India is becoming like a big 
bubble that will, at some 
point, burst in our faces. 
This recent example of Alia 
Bhatt is proof of the fact that 
paps today are ready to do 
anything to get up, close and 
personal with stars,” she tells 
us, adding, “I find it strange 
when stars go to the gym or a 
salon, [get clicked] and have to 
pretend as if they are okay 
with this invasion of privacy. 

both the parties.” 
The Uri: The Surgical

Strike (2019) actor 
acknowledges that some

actors are okay with getting
photographed. “But what 
about those who haven’t 
signed up for it?” she asks. 

“It’s all about engagement.
If a starlet gets mileage for her 
skimpy clothes, others start 
dressing up like that, thinking 
paps will want to see more of 

that. So, it’s a circle. Since the 
culture is about voyeurism, 
there is no end to it,” she rues. 

Having said that, Parekh 
hopes there is a way to bring 
this ongoing culture under 
control. “I really wish that 
with time, people are able to 
draw a line regarding the 
invasion of privacy and treat 
actors like humans, 
irrespective of their 
profession,” she concludes.

P
Paparazzi 

culture in India is 
becoming like a big 
bubble that will, at 

some point, burst in 
our faces. 

MANASI PAREKH,  
Actor

MANASI 
PAREKH 
SLAMS 
PAPARAZZI 
CULTURE
IN INDIA 
The actor says not all public 
figures are comfortable 
with being papped, hopes 
photographers can draw 
the line somewhere  

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MANASI_PAREKH

Vinay MR Mishra

vinay.mishra@htdigital.in

O
n Wednesday,
political analyst
Tehseen Poonawalla
and wife Monicka

Vadera became proud 
parents to a boy. A former 
Bigg Boss contestant, 
Poonawalla shared pictures 
from the hospital with his 
little one and also revealed 
the name of the newborn — 
Zurvan.

Speaking to us, the new 
dad says he is “grateful” and 
“very excited” for this new 
phase. “I’m going to be an 
amazing dad. I know it for a 
fact. I want to make sure 
things work out well,” 
he says. 

Ask who picked his baby’s
name and he says it was 
“pre-decided”. “We wanted a 
beautiful name. Zurvan is 
simple yet very powerful. It 
has got Persian roots and in 
the Indian context, it is 
reflective of Lord Shiva, who 

controls time. It touched 
both of us,” he reveals.

Parenthood, Poonawalla 
says, was always a part of the 
plan for him and his wife. 
“We [always] knew we 
wanted to be parents. During 
the pandemic, we were 
planning for a baby, but we 
didn’t want the child to be 
conceived during those 
times. It was conceived in 

2022 and I had visualised it to 
be a spring baby,” the 
41-year-old shares. 

Now that he’s a dad to a 
boy, Poonawalla plans to 
adopt a girl. 

“What I do want even now
is to adopt a second child at 
some point. That is one thing 
I was very sure of. Now that I 
have a boy, I would like to 
adopt a girl,” he signs off.

P
I want to adopt a 
second child. 
Now that I have 
a boy, I’d like to 
adopt a girl. 
TEHSEEN 
POONAWALLA,  
Political analyst 

I am going to be an 
amazing dad, says 
Tehseen

Chris Pine laughs off Harry Styles 
‘spitgate’ rumours: He’s a very kind guy

A
ctor Chris Pine has 
opened up about the
‘spitgate’ controversy

that erupted between him and 
singer Harry Styles during the 
premiere of the film Don’t 
Worry Darling last year in 
September at the Venice 
International Film Festival. 

Speaking to Esquire, the 
actor clarified that Styles “did 
not spit on him”. “Harry is a 
very kind guy. I was on the 
plane, we’re flying back from 
Venice, having a great time, 
and my publicist wakes me up 
and says, ‘We have to craft a 
statement on what happened 
in Venice’. She showed me the 
thing and it did look, indeed, 
like Harry spit on me. He 
didn’t spit on me. I think 
Harry leaned down and said, 

‘It’s just words isn’t it?’ We 
were all jet lagged and trying 
to answer questions. 
Sometimes, when you’re 
doing these press things, your 
brain goes befuddled and you 
start speaking gibberish, so 
we had a joke: ‘It’s just 
words.’”

The Star Trek actor also 
spoke about how he felt the 
whole internet frenzy 
overshadowed the film itself. 
“The vitriol the movie got was 
absolutely out of proportion 
with what was on screen. 
Venice was normal, things 
getting swept up in a 
narrative that people wanted 
to make, compounded by the 
metastasising that can 
happen in the Twitter-sphere. 
It was ridiculous,” he said.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/TEHSEENPOONAWALLA
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Billed as bold: 

Girl power on 

the red carpet

Singer-
actor 
Olivia 
Rodrigo 

Singer 
Becky G

Model 
Heidi 
Klum 

Singer 
Lana 
Del Rey 

The Billboard Women 

in Music Awards, held 

every year to honour 

female powerhouses, 

took place in Los Angeles
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{ DAILY HOROSCOPE }  

Friday, March 03, 2023
Dr Prem Kumar Sharma (Astrologer and Vaastu expert) can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat 
to Mon); Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09716145644 (Last week of every month)

#gramit

PHOTO: SANCHIT KHANNA/ HT

LEO
JUL 23-AUG 23

L
You might not see losses in
your assets today. Your
day at  work might
encompass productivity,

profitability, and positivity. Selling
property might be a very good idea.
Your health might help you feel fresh
overall.
LOVE FOCUS: Romantic stability might
be the norm for you today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 22 LUCKY COLOUR: Blue

VIRGO
AUG 24-SEP 23

I
The sale or buying of
p r o p e r t y  i s  n o t
recommended today. Your
productivity at work

might benefit you as well as your
team. Meditation might make you
feel better, so try to include it in your
schedule.
LOVE FOCUS: The romantic prospects
for you appear to be positive today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 18 LUCKY COLOUR: Red

LIBRA
SEP 24-OCT 23

l
Buying life insurance
today or other policies
may be a good idea. You
might get to spend quality

time with your family. The sale of the
property might yield good returns. 
LOVE FOCUS: Try to cherish the
present with your partner today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR:

Cream

SCORPIO
OCT 24-NOV 22

S
You may get to experience
financial stability today.
Your travel plans might
work out just the way you

intend them to. Your team might help
you reach your professional goals
today. 
LOVE FOCUS: Remember to remind
your partner of all the loving
memories you share.
LUCKY NUMBER: 9 LUCKY COLOUR: Grey

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23-DEC 21

s
Your day at work might be
filled with positivity and
profitability today. Your
vacation plans might bear

fruit, if executed as per the program.
Family happiness may become your
top priority today. 
LOVE FOCUS: You might face a rough
patch in your love life. Be careful.
LUCKY NUMBER: 7 LUCKY COLOUR:

White

CAPRICORN
DEC 22-JAN 21

c
Make sure you submit
your work diligently and
communicate effectively.
Avoid executing vacation

plans, if you have any today. Your
family might be the reason behind
your happiness. Investment in real
estate is likely to get good returns.
LOVE FOCUS: Try to treat your partner
with some good quality time.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Silver

AQUARIUS
JAN 22-FEB 19

a
Your financial prospects
appear to be very positive.
Your kids might be the
reason for your happiness

today. Your travel plans might not
provide any inconvenience to you. 
LOVE FOCUS: Try spending quality
time with your partner.
LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR:

Green

PISCES
FEB 20-MAR 20

P
Try to reduce frivolous
expenses today. Avoid
selling or buying property
unless really committed.

Your travel plans might be ideal and
do not pose any problems.  
LOVE FOCUS: Try to boost your
partner’s morale and assist them in
any way possible.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR:

Brown

ARIES
MAR 21-APR 20

A
Your financial prospects
appear to be positive. Try
to ensure that your
employees feel positive to

work more efficiently. Travel plans
might not give you inconvenience.
LOVE FOCUS: Remind your partner of
the love and memories you have
shared.
LUCKY NUMBER: 6 LUCKY COLOUR:

Purple

TAURUS
APR 21-MAY 20

T
Your family dynamics
might feel enhanced
today. Work diligently to
ensure harmony. Your

property might yield multifold
returns in a sale. If you have a
medical test or a health checkup, you
might get the desired results. 
LOVE FOCUS: You might get to
experience stability in your love life.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Peach

GEMINI
MAY 21-JUN 21

G
Your financial prospects
might be very promising.
Your travel plans might
not give inconvenience.

Practising Yoga might help you. 
LOVE FOCUS: Your significant other
might have some important news for
you.
LUCKY NUMBER: 18 LUCKY COLOUR:

Yellow

CANCER
JUN 22-JUL 22

C
Your pockets might feel
heavy, so try to make the
best use of this. Your
travel plans may be

executed just as planned. The sale of
property might bring in significant
revenue. 
LOVE FOCUS: Your romantic prospects
appear to be very promising today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 11 LUCKY COLOUR: Off
White

PREMASTROLOGER                                  PREMASTROLOGER          ASKPREMASTROLOGER

{ CALVIN AND HOBBES I BILL WATTERSON }  

#dilse

s Janvi, You are my life! I can’t express 
my feeling in front of you. I have no 
words, how much you love me... except 
you seriously no one can love me. You are 
my everything. My word! You are Coop. 
You understand me. Thank you Thankew 
so much my love, my bacha. Tumhare 
jaisa pyar koi ne kar sakhta. Tumne itna 
samjha mjhe. Thankew my sona.         

                                          Your Lover, Saurav

s Mumma, Happy Women’s Day in 
advance, to my incredible Mother! Shine 
on... not just today but every day 
mumma. You are the real architect of our 
family... U r the largest untapped 
reservoir of talent in this galaxy... Our 
world would mean nothing without you. 
Your vehement attitude and courage 
that exists in perfect harmony with 
amazing tenderness saves our family 
everyday life… Where there is you, there 
is magic. Yours forever, lovingly.
                                                Your’s Pride Vansh

s Dear Yamini (Kanu),

I just wish had it been it in my hands I

wud have moved on, not bcz I don’t love 

but for my parents sake & health... Only I 

know what disaster of a shit I m passing 

through... But I won’t beg for love... 

What’s destiny holds I shall accept no 

matter how much pain I have to pass by... 

If someone can’t trust, I can’t convince... 

Yours Karan 

DISCLAIMER: Dil Se is a compilation of fun 
messages from our readers. The views 
expressed belong entirely to the senders and 
are not to be construed as an endorsement 
by the publication. Send your messages to 
meandmycity1@gmail.com.

Samarth Goyal 

samarth.goyal@htdigital.in

D
elhi-based band 
Faridkot is set to 
perform at the India

Folk Project by Fever FM 
and they feel on cloud nine 
at the moment. At the event 
slated to take place in 
Gurugram this weekend, the 
two-member band will 
collaborate with music 
composer Amar Jalal, with 
whom they worked on the 
folk song Nasha.

“Gurgaon, or Gurugram, as
they now call it, is like my 
hood! I have many fond 
memories of growing up here. 
The crowd here is always 
super energetic and loves 
music. We are really looking 
forward to performing in front 
of a vibrant audience,” says 
Rajarshi Sanyal, the guitarist 
and founding member of 
Faridkot. 

Vocalist, IP Singh, too, feels
great to be performing at 
India’s biggest folk event. 
“Folk music is an intrinsic part 
of us. So, naturally, we feel 
closer being at this festival.”  

The two-day long festival 

will see some of the biggest 
names from India’s folk 
music circuit including the 
likes of Amit Trivedi, 
Harshdeep Kaur and others. 

Excited to witness such a
lineup, Singh shares, “We feel 
honoured and privileged to 

know that we will be sharing 
the stage with some of the 
biggest musicians in the 
industry. I am sure those 
who will attend this festival, 
on both the days, are going to 
cherish the moments for the 
rest of their lives.” 

Though Faridkot didn’t 

reveal much about their 
setlist for the festival, the duo 
promises that their set will be
in tune with the theme of the 
festival. “Folk music never 
died down, but people have 
now started understanding it 
and enjoying it. The reaction 
to a song like Nasha is a 
testament to that fact. Even 
at this festival, our set will be 
more around folk music and 
will aim to make people 
aware about the beauty of 
folk music in India,” Sanyal 
signs off. 

Catch It Live 
What: India Folk Project
Where: Leisure Valley Park, 
Sector 29, Gurugram
When: March 4 and 5
Timing: 2pm to 10pm
Nearest Metro Station: 
IFFCO Chowk on the Yellow 
Line

Faridkot is ready to light 
up the world of folk music 
at India Folk Project 

February 28. It immediately made me 
anxious, and then to top it all, we were 
asked to appear for our practical 
exams from February 21! I have had no 
time to prepare for anything 
properly,” says Girisha Thakral, a 
first-year student of BSc Home 
Science (Pass) at Lady Irwin 
College. 

Sharing a similar distress is
Manya Das, a first-year BA 
(Prog) student of Maitreyi 
College. She says, “Initially, the 
datesheet didn’t look so bad until 
we were bombed with the new 
assignments that needed to be 

submitted within a day. Abhi
toh humara syllabus hi pura 

nahin hua, exams kab aa gaye?” 
Some students reveal that they 

haven’t been too lucky on the 
faculty front as well. “A new 
teacher joined to teach us 
Business Organisation in 
February, and left within two or
three days. We never saw her
replacement, but exams toh
rukte nahi hai na,” says a

student of Rajdhani College
on the condition  of
anonymity.  

DU FRESHERS 
STRUCK BY 

EXAM STRESS! 

Manvi Singh

htcity@hindustantimes.com

L
ast-minute datesheet,
truck loads of syllabus,
surprise practicals and
more have left the 

first-year students of Delhi 
University gasping for breath
as they appear for their first 
physical exams on 
campus. 

“This is the first offline
exam since Covid came 
in our lives. School 
exams bhi online huye 
thhe, and the new National 
Education Policy hasn’t been 
helpful for us because its 
implementation has reduced 
our usual six month 
duration of the semester to 
three months,” says 
Vanshika, a first-year 
student of BA (Prog) at Mata Sundri 
College for Women, adding, “I was 
in shock when our classes were 
suddenly dispersed in February as 
the semester was declared 
complete. My batch felt it was quite 
abrupt as our syllabus was not yet 
complete. I have already attempted 
two exams, but I still feel unsettled 
and hope ki bas pass ho jaun!” 

Many of the freshmen were still
enjoying their cultural fests when 
they got a shocker of practicals. “I 
got to know about my written exam 
datesheet on February 16, which 
mentioned that the tests begin from 

P
We had to 

appear for our 
practical exams on
a two-day notice.

MANYA DAS,  Student, 

Maitreyi College

Hues of India 

With the commencement of the 
G20 summit, the Capital is decked 
up with several artistic sculptures, 
installations and other art forms 
to give a new and vibrant look to 
the city. Here, we see a two-
wheeler passing by this specific 
installation, on the Indira Gandhi 
Road near Mehram Nagar which 
tries to instill a feeling of 
patriotism in the minds of people. 

Scan the 
QR code to 
know the details 
of the event

( L-R) IP Singh and 

Rajarshi Sanyal

               PHOTO: HTBS

P
The syllabus is

not yet complete. 
But, I have already 
given two exams. 

VANSHIKA,  Student, Mata 

Sundri College for Women

PHOTO: RAJ K RAJ/ HT 
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Voluminous syllabus and 
last-minute datesheet announcements have 

cranked up the stress levels of first-year students

LEARN STOCK market trading. No
long theory. Practical real market
individual training. Stop failures
& loses. Earn 10k+ everyday.
Call / Whatsapp 9810811460

BUSINESS

SHARES & STOCKS
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I
nvesting in a property can be
stressful. But, with the 
credibility of Rahejas and 
information support from 

various channel partners, even the 
toughest of decisions and 
processes become uncomplicated. 
This was the experience of the 
investors and buyers at Raheja’s 
1 Ka 2 Mega Sale event. This 
unique sale allowed buyers to 
choose from a wide range of 
properties that Gurugram’s largest 
plotted inventory had on offer.

It was a star-studded affair, with
popular actors such as Malaika 
Arora and Zareen Khan in 
attendance on Days 1 and 2, 
respectively. There were 
performances by singer Curly 
Harshit and various folk-dance 
troupes, making the event 
entertaining for the visitors. Not 
just that, fun games and food took 
the experience to another level. 
Top performing channel partners 
were also felicitated on stage with 
certificates and gifts.

“The sale stood out with its offer

that let buyers pay only 25% 
of the cost and nothing until 
possession. There was also 
a chance to double the 
investment within two years, 
where any shortfall in the 
appreciation value will be 
compensated by the 
developer,” shares Nayan 
Raheja, promoter, Raheja 
Developers Ltd. The event 
was held between February 
25 and 28 at the site of 
the project, which is 
strategically located at 
the Dwarka Expressway, 
with various 
developments taking 
place in the vicinity. “The 
expressway is going to be 
completed soon and is well 
connected through a network of 
flyovers, underpasses and metro 
stations. Buying a plot in such a 
location can be a promising bet,” 
adds Raheja.

For more details, visit
www.raheja.com/world-of-plot.html

HTC

Entertainment & 

Promotional Features

RAHEJA’S 
SPECTACULAR 

1 KA 2 MEGA SALE 
COMES TO AN END
The successful event allowed buyers to choose from a wide range of 
properties that Gurugram’s largest plotted inventory had on offer

.▲ Visitors and channel partners at the event

.◄ Emcee Honey Gill

Malaika Arora with Nayan Raheja, promoter, Raheja Developers Ltd PHOTOS: HTCS

.◄
Zareen 
Khan 

Zareen Khan (extreme right) and Nayan Raheja (third from left)

Curly Harshit 
and his band

Navin M Raheja, CMD, Raheja 
Developers Ltd
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COMPARE
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CHOOSE
From 160+
brands

CONSTRUCT
With 30000+
authentic products

9311 035 035 www.hippostores.com

ONE-STOP SHOP
FOR ALL YOUR HOME BUILDING NEEDS

BUILDING
AHOMENOW
MADEEASY!

COMING
SOON
TO LUDHIAN

A

Noida Store: GardensGalleriaMall, Sector-38,NoidaDelhi Store: Mayapuri IndustrialArea,Phase II,Delhi Chandigarh Store :DhillonPlaza,ChattRoad,Zirakpur,Punjab140603

NOWOPEN IN
CHANDIGARH
NOWOPEN IN
CHANDIGARH
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Online gaming is an interactive or ‘active’ form of 
entertainment vis-a-vis watching content on OTT and 
cinema or TV, which are ‘passive’ forms, leading to 
gaming’s increasing popularity. Covid-19 brought a very 
strong stimulus to consumption of gaming, wherein a lot 
of people re-adopted playing games as a way to hang out 
with their friends. These activities continued to be 
popular even after the lockdown.

Consumers have grown accustomed to virtual social 
interactive modes of entertainment with multiplayer 
options to engage with their friends and family. Games 
act as the most potent boilerplate activity among people. 
Online gaming has also enabled byte-sized 
entertainment, which suits the Indian palate.

The phenomenon of increased popularity of reels over
long videos is a case in point. Similarly, online games 
that require only a couple of minutes to 
finish are proving to be a big hit. There 
is a massive opportunity for hyper 
casual instant games that can be 
played in between work breaks, 
college lectures or simply while 
standing in a queue. On the other 
hand, TV and film content requires a 
relatively higher commitment of 
time, which may not be conducive to 
many who are seeking quick 
entertainment and adrenaline rush 
during a busy day.

Is online gaming 
the best mode of 
entertainment?

#theburningquestion

Paavan Nanda, 
Co-founder, WinZO

Microsoft has released two builds available to insiders in the Beta 
Channel that highlight new features to be launched soon. The new 
features include the addition of widgets for Facebook Messenger, 
Spotify, Phone Link and Xbox Game Pass. Microsoft is also incorporating 
support for third-party widget to improve functionality of widgets. 

YouTube Music has announced a ‘create a radio’ feature for its app, 
which will let users create personalised radio channels based on a song, 
artiste or more. The feature is live on the app after its latest update. 
Earlier, the platform had an algorithm-controlled radio feature. But now, 
users will be able to create a personalised radio channel from scratch.

YouTube Music users can create 
personalised radio channels 

Uber rolls out app 
redesign for iOS users
Uber has announced a comprehensive global revamp 
of its app, adding a slew of new features for iOS. The 
newly added features include a new home screen, a 
new way to track the progress of rides and 
personalisation 
tools that will 
make 
suggestions
to the user 
based on 
preferences, 
past trips and 
most likely, 
destinations. 
These 
features will 
be available 
on Android 
devices 
soon.

What’s in 
store from 
Apple in ’23? 

Various reports and leaks 
suggest that 2023 will be a 
busy year for Apple. There 
could be a long list of 
products that will make it 
to the public this year, 
including the iPhone 15 
series, which can bring the 
iPhone 15 Ultra, Apple 
Watch Series 9, new 14-
inch and 16-inch MacBook 
Pro models, iPad mini 7th 
Generation and a new iPad 
Pro with A15 Bionic 
chipset.

WhatsApp gets 
new feature
WhatsApp’s disappearing 
message feature allows users to 
delete chat history after a certain 
time frame. However, a new 
feature for iOS and Android beta 
users will prevent messages from 
being automatically deleted from 
when the disappearing messages 
feature is turned on. The update is 
available on latest versions of 
WhatsApp beta for iOS, Android.

Google Canada 
to see changes 
Google is rolling out tests that 
block access to news content for 
some Canadian users, the 
company said last week. Google 
described it as a test run of a 
potential response to the 
government’s Online News Act, 
which laid out rules for platforms 
like Google to negotiate 
commercial deals and pay news 
publishers for their content.

Amid discussions of rising prices for subscriptions, Netflix has decreased 
its prices in over 30 countries, reports suggest. However, the new low 
cost for the subscription will vary from country to country. The price 
drop of Netflix subscription spans Middle Eastern countries, sub-
Saharan African countries as well as some European and Asian countries.

#inbrief

Netflix lowers its prices in more 
than 30 countries 

New Windows 11 widgets set to 
roll out soon 

TOP PHONE 
PICKS FOR 
THE BINGE-
WATCHERS

Google Pixel
7 Pro  
This smartphone features a 6.7-inch
QHD+ LTPO OLED display, powered
by the Tensor G2 chipset, which
promises faster Voice assistance:
live translation, Google Assistant
and voice typing. It comes with a
triple rear camera setup with a
50MP primary camera, 48MP
telephoto lens and 12MP 
ultrawide camera. The camera
system is powered by Google’s
AI processing system.

Samsung Galaxy 
Z Fold 4
This smartphone features a 6.2-inch 
Cover display on the outside and a 7.6-
inch Quad HD+ Dynamic AMOLED 2X 
display on the inside. It is powered by 
the Qualcomm Snapdragon 8+ Gen 1 
chipset, features an amazing triple 
camera system with a 50MP primary 
sensor. The Galaxy Z Fold 
4 also offers an all-day 
battery life with 
45W fast 
charging 
capability.

iPhone 14 
Pro Max  
This Apple smartphone features a 
new ‘Dynamic Island’ notch on a 
stunning 6.7-inch Super Retina 
XDR display. It is powered by the 
new A16 Bionic paired with up to 
1TB storage. The iPhone 14 Pro 
Max has a triple camera setup 
with a new 48MP primary sensor 
at the back. It weighs 240g and is 
comfortable to operate while on 
the move.

Xiaomi 12 Pro 
This smartphone features a 6.73-inch 
LTPO AMOLED display with a 120Hz 
refresh rate. It is powered by 
Snapdragon 8 Gen 1 chipset, which 
also powers the Samsung Galaxy S22 
series. It features an adaptive refresh 
rate ranging from 1Hz to 120Hz, a 
feature which was also given to 
iPhone 14 Pro and iPhone 14 Pro Max. 
Xiaomi 12 Pro comes with 120W fast 
charging support and 50W wireless 
turbo charging support.

THE MARKET TODAY HAS 
OPTIONS APLENTY OF 
SMARTPHONES WITH BIG 
SCREENS THAT ALLOW ONE TO 
SEAMLESSLY ENJOY OTT 
CONTENT, EVEN ON THE MOVE

seem like a handy movie theatre. If you plan to get one such phone, we’ve curated a list for you

Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra  
This smartphone combines the functionality of the Samsung 
Galaxy S series and Note series of smartphones. It features a 
massive 6.8-inch Quad HD+ Dynamic AMOLED 2X display with a 
resolution of 3088x1440 pixels. Moreover, you get stunning 
cameras which are capable of 8K recording, the highest 
recording resolution available on a smartphone. The Galaxy S23 
Ultra also features Samsung’s S Pen, which can be used to 
create doodles, edit photos, videos and so much more.

HT Tech 

S
martphones today are not
just a source of 
communication, but also
entertainment, among
various other things. Given

the rising popularity of OTT 
platforms that allow one to watch 
TV series, movies, documentaries, 
etc., people are looking for 
smartphones with big screens so 
that they can binge-watch content 
on their phones, even while on the 
move. Smartphones with bigger 
screens enhance the content 
viewing experience and seem like 
a handy movie theatre. If you’re 
looking to buy such a handset, 
there are a lot of options to choose 
from, each of which offers 
something unique. To save you 
some time, we have curated a list 
of five best phones with big 
screens for binge-watching, from 
brands such as Apple, Samsung 
and Xiaomi, among others.

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

NEW DELHI
MARCH 03, 2023

Scan here 

to visit 

HTTech

on Friday

Smartphones with bigger screens enhance the content viewing experience and 
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#lookbook

Actor Jim Sarbh redefined 
cool in a striped black-and-
white co-ord set featuring 
a trench coat and pants by 
Khanijo. He layered the 
separates over a white 
crisp shirt, completing the 
look with matching chunky 
sneakers and a pair of 
sunnies.

Steal the style
Thinking what to wear on 
your next night out with 
the squad? Slip into a white 
shirt and add prints to the 
look with a striped set in 
monochromatic hues. Finish 
off the look with chunky 
white statement sneakers 
and a pair of cool shades. 
Keep your hair trimmed and 
well set.

Jim Sarbh
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

JIMSARBHFORREAL

Keepin’ it 
straight

PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM

Text: Shweta Sunny

SLIT
ROMANCE

For a romantic date night,
pick a sensual, pink backless

dress à la actor Ananya Panday. A
thigh-high slit and crisscross string
detailing at the back will lend the 
outfit the oomph it deserves. Add 

glam to the look with a silver 
bejewelled bag, silver pumps

and diamond dangling
earrings!

SATIN
SEASON

If pastels are your jam, take
inspiration from actor Mouni 
Roy and pick a slightly bright 

number in satin for a beachside 
brunch. With its tie-knot strings 
heightening its backless design,

the chic piece is the perfect 
addition to your summer

vacation wardrobe.

FLOWER
POWER

Welcome summer in its 
quintessential style and slip into

a floral backless sundress like actor
Hina Khan. Let the bareback 

ensemble do all the talking by 
finishing it off with middle-parted

sleek hair like Khan, dewy 
makeup and add your own

touch with a pair of
espadrilles.

BEIGE BUZZ
Mixing sultriness and

elegance, recreate actor Nora
Fatehi’s look in a beige-and-

grey pre-draped lace saree with 
an embellished corset blouse 
and a backless feature for a 
celebration during the day. 
Cap off the look with smoky

eyes and crimson lips.

SPICY IN RED
For a memorable entry at

your cocktail party, take cues
from actor Janhvi Kapoor and 

steal the show in a dark red 
shimmery backless gown with 
spaghetti straps. Amp up the 

drama in a pair of matching red 
knee-high boots and red lips.

For the hair, opt for soft
beach waves.

BODYCON
BOND

Guilty of overdoing the 
bodycon trend? Take it one step

further this season with the 
backless silhouette for a night out 

with your girls. Like actor Kiara 
Advani, opt for a summer favourite 

shade like neon green that will 
help you transition seamlessly

from a brunch date to post-
sundown shenanigans.

Spring is 
here, and 
this elegant, 
risque and 
versatile 
silhouette 
has your back 
no matter the 
occasion

BACKLESS 
IN BUSINESS 

Here’s how to have a stock of 
instant garlic for your weekday 
meals, that the Instagram 
handle @feelgoodfoodie 
shared. Mash some garlic 
cloves in a food processor fitted
with a metal blade. Stop when 
you get the desired texture 
(minced or paste). Transfer the 
garlic into freezer-safe storage 
bags and use as required. You 
can use a knife to draw one-
inch lines on the bag that will 
be equivalent to about one 
teaspoon of garlic paste.

#foodhack

Garlic in 
sixty 
seconds?

PHOTOS:
INSTAGRAM

Dr Siddhant Bhargava

H
eading to the gym for 
a gut-busting workout
session? While you may
have your workout

specifics planned, have you 
considered the other elements 
playing a role in your fitness 
journey? Working out and eating 
right together help shape a 
healthier version of yourself. 
To that end, your pre- and post-
workout meals need to be planned 
wisely to optimise your calorie-
burning.

HUNGER AFTER GYM AND 
POST-WORKOUT MEALS HELP
Endurance exercises consume 
the glycogen stored in the muscles 
and reduction can make you feel 
hungry. Ghrelin, or the ‘hunger 
hormone’ is released during 
exercise, making you hungry. 
Exercise also triggers endorphin 
release, leaving you even more 
prone to hunger. During workout, 
energy disbursement spikes, which 
again leads to hunger. So, if you 
work out on an empty stomach, you
feel hungry as the body searches 
for substitute energy to replace 
calories burnt during workout. 

After workout, carbohydrates 
help restore the glycogen stored in 
muscles. Also, a post-workout meal 
helps in reducing muscle protein 

breakdown that is a result of 
exercise. So, proteins after 
your workout help in 
repairing and rebuilding the 
tissues that have broken down 
during exercising and aid in better 
muscle growth and strength.

PLANNING YOUR POST-
WORKOUT MEAL RIGHT
A post-workout meal that balances 
carbohydrates and proteins helps 
in wholesome recovery, also 
improving your performance in 
future workouts. To optimise your 
post-workout meal, a good rule of 
thumb for post-workout meals is to 
eat 4g of  carbohydrates for every 
gram of protein. Also, including 
food rich in healthy fats, vitamins, 
minerals, and antioxidants in your 
post-workout meals (or snacking) 
will help beat muscle cramps and 
inflammation.

It’s advisable to eat whole foods
that help in easy digestion and are 
nutrient-dense. Fruits, vegetables, 

whole grains, lean proteins, and 
healthy fats are ideal options. These 
food options help equip the body 
with nutrients that help it recover 
and become stronger. Some good 
post-workout meals include egg 
omelette with avocado, rolled oats 
meal with banana, almonds, whey 
protein, cottage cheese, quinoa 
with sweet potato, Greek yoghurt 
and granola.

While a post-workout meal is 
important, what is equally vital is 
the timing of the post-workout 
meal. Your body absorbs most 
nutrients immediately after 
exercising. So, ideally, a post-
workout meal should be eaten 
within 30 minutes (or an hour at 
the latest) after your workout.

WHAT NOT TO EAT AFTER 
A WORKOUT
There are some food items that 
are a big no after workout, since 
consuming them will be 
counterproductive to the physical 
activity undertaken. These include:
l Foods high in fats, since these 

slow down the nutrition 
absorption process and delay 
recovery

l Processed foods as they are 
loaded with preservatives and 
abnormally high amounts of 
sugar

l Alcoholic drinks, as they 
dehydrate the body

It’s normal to be hungry after a 
good gym session. It’s important to 
not wait too long to eat after a 
workout. Eat a balanced meal that 
will aid in restocking glycogen, 
repairing muscle tissues and giving 
the body the right nutrients for 
recovery. Stay hydrated by drinking 
enough water before, during and 
after workout.

The author is a fitness and
nutritional scientist

For more such stories,
visit healthshots.com

Ghrelin, or the ‘hunger 
hormone’, is released 
during exercise
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK (FOR 

REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

To make the most 
of your gym time, 

focus on your post-
workout meals

A GOOD RULE OF THUMB FOR POST-
WORKOUT MEALS IS TO EAT 4 GRAMS OF 
CARBOHYDRATES FOR EVERY GRAM OF 
PROTEIN. FOOD RICH IN VITAMINS, 
MINERALS AND ANTIOXIDANTS WILL HELP 
BEAT MUSCLE CRAMPS
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